The JESUS Team

Inspirational messages on
The 13 Apostles

“You will be on the winning team when you

become a member of The Jesus Team.”

Charles A. Tope, Associate

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Preston Alford Taylor

Christian Inspiration                                                                          Pages        172

Christian Education                                                                           Words  52,570

DEDICATION PAGE

This book is dedicated to

three faithful servants of Jesus Christ

Charles A. Tope

A bright and shining light in Stateside

Southern Baptist Churches,

A faithful preacher-teacher for Christ in

East Africa for more than a quarter of a century

and

Emeritus Instructor and Counselor with the

Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

Dr. T.W. Hunt

Noted author, musicologist and

International Bible Conference leader

Whose life and ministry 

Are global

Dr. Joe Hale

General Secretary Emeritus,

World Methodist Council

Recipient of the

2001 World Methodist Council Peace Award

Dr. Hale’s life embraces the words of  

Micah 6:8 about

living justly, loving mercy

and walking humbly with God

Table of Contents

(Foreword and Introduction)
Chapter One                                                                                                     page  23

Simon Peter: Lessons from a Big Fisherman







Chapter Two                                                                                                     page 35

Andrew: Everyone’s Example



      

Chapter Three                                                                                                   page 44

James the Great:  How to Live as a Christian                      

Chapter Four                                                                                                     page 55

John: How to be Useful in God’s Kingdom



 

Chapter Five                                                                                                     page 66

Philip: Great Discoveries We can Make




Chapter Six                                                                                                       page  77

Bartholomew or Nathanael: From Doubt to Faith
                               

Chapter Seven                                                                                                   page  89

Matthew: Let’s Respond to the Big Invitation


  

Chapter Eight                                                                                                   page 100

Thomas: A Drama of Spiritual Struggles




Chapter Nine                                                                                                    page 112

Lebbaeus, Thaddeaus or Judas: Just One of the Bunch                       

Chapter Ten                                                                                                      page 122

James the Less (or Little): Opportunities for Ordinary Christians  
                  

Chapter Eleven                                                                                                 page 132

Simon the Zealot: Zealous Christians





Chapter Twelve                                                                                                 page 145

Judas Iscariot: The Tragedy of Sin





Chapter Thirteen                                                                                                page 155

Paul:  An Extraordinary Christian


  

Foreword

Most of us have our favorite apostles.  I think my choice would agree with the majority: 

I have always been drawn to John, Peter and Paul.  

         Because of the prominence of John, Peter and Paul throughout the New Testament, it is quick and easy to draw inferences about the Christian life from their actions for our own walk with the Lord.  Too quickly and too often we ignore the instructive examples of Andrew and Philip, or even Simon the Zealot.

           The Jesus Team by Preston Taylor delves deeply into the lives of all the apostles.  He also provides valuable historical background information on those followers of Jesus.  With this book on the 13 apostles we can get to know each of them on a larger scale than ever before  - - even Judas Iscariot.

             The inferences we can draw from their lives are amazingly instructive.  Preston has drawn those inferences skillfully and thoughtfully.  He draws extensively on the New Testament material for the insights into their lives, and contributes, in the course of his writing, additional material from history and tradition.

             My prayer is that, after you read this book, you will read the New Testament much more carefully.  I am sure that this is what I will do.  I certainly will know much more about how to conduct my personal walk with the Lord.

Dr. T.W. Hunt,

International Bible conference leader,

Long-time Seminary Music Professor, 

Best-Selling Author  (B & H Nashville)                                                                   

INTRODUCTION

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.

        These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James, son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Jesus.  These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:  Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.  As you go, proclaim the good news, The Kingdom of heaven has come near. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons.   Matthew 10:1-8   (See Mark 6:7 and Luke 10:1-2)

               The name of Christopher Columbus is as familiar to us as apple pie.  A crew of eighty-seven “seasoned sailors” joined Columbus on his first journey across the Atlantic Ocean. Several of those men believed that the world was flat, and feared that they might fall off the edge as they sailed into unknown waters; and yet, they signed on with their captain. Six weeks later they discovered a “new world” that changed history.

            When Jesus came from heaven two thousand years ago, He knew all about the universe.  He chose twelve men as His special team to carry the news of God’s love across every ocean and nation.  The apostles did not know the extent of their mission and the dangers they would face when they answered Christ’s call.  However, those first followers of Jesus, along with other believers, continue to make an eternal impact in the lives of countless people as they share the story of redemption.

            Christians know that the most worthwhile, awesome group that anyone can be a part of in any place and at any time is "The Jesus Team." This writing focuses upon  Jesus and His apostles:  the world’s greatest team. 

Early in His ministry

Jesus had many followers.  After Christ had spent an entire night in prayer, He chose

twelve to be His apostles.  Those men became Christ’s special “team.” The original number of the twelve apostles corresponded to the twelve sons of Jacob who formed the twelve tribes of Israel.  Surely the fact that there were twelve apostles indicates that the early Christians were to be regarded as the new Israel of God. 

We can have

a better understanding of the apostles if we take a glimpse into their backgrounds.  Several often-overlooked truths need to be understood about those twelve whom Christ called from the multitude of followers of that day.

Home training

or schooling was a vital part of most every Jewish child’s learning.  Since the time of the

Passover when the Hebrews left Egypt, Jewish families were reminded that they should keep in mind God’s deliverance.  Every family had visible reminders or symbols that God liberated them from slavery (Exodus 12:25-28).  

           Each family had a container with a scroll or mezuzah with Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and 11:13-21 in that small case.  The name of God or El Shaddai was also in the case.  That container was over the doors of their houses.  When family members entered or left the house, they touched the container and kissed the fingers that touched it.  That religious ritual reinforced what the boys learned in synagogue schools as well as what they heard in sabbath synagogue worship.  Thus, home training was a formative part of a child’s education.  Their early training gave Jewish children a “head start.”  Thus, the apostles had an amazing exposure to God’s Word in their homes from an early age.

Most Jewish boys

attended synagogue schools until the “bar mitzvah” (son of the law or covenant) age of thirteen.  Besides learning the basics of  “reading, writing and arithmetic,” they  studied the Scriptures.  From age six through ten, Jewish boys studied the writings of Moses, the Psalms, Poetry, and Prophets.  Then their course of study took them through Scripture interpretation.  Hence, they acquired a basic knowledge of God’s Word by the age of thirteen.  Synagogue training was six days a week all year long, except for festival days.  During the months of July and August school ended at noontime.

           Jewish boys had instruction in some vocation that would become their lifetime profession.  Even those who planned to be in temple or synagogue duties also prepared for secular work. For instance, Paul learned to be a tentmaker. When Jesus called His twelve disciples (“learners”) to be apostles (“sent ones”), He called those who knew the meaning of work.

Jesus called His apostles

 who were “men among men.”  They lived in a tough world and had already learned “survival tactics” when they responded to Christ’s call. 

          A few of the apostles had been disciples of John the Baptist that was a life-in-the-wilderness existence.  One or two of the apostles possibly had belonged to a Jewish revolutionary force.  One was a tax collector and several had been fishermen.  Fishermen didn’t have easy lives.  For example, James and John worked with their father who had a small fleet of fishing vessels.  Fishermen had to know about boats, fishing equipment, repair work, how to relate to employees, how to market the fish, be up-to-date on laws relating to the fishing industry, and how to survive during storms.  Those who became Christ’s followers walked with Him all over the country, facing all kinds of conditions in summer and in winter.  They were rugged men. 

         Consider one example of the disciples’ fishing life.  Chapter 21 of John’s gospel presents a dramatic picture of an all-night, unsuccessful fishing venture of seven of the apostles.  They felt frustrated because those heretofore excellent fishermen had not had even a “nibble” after long night hours on the Sea of Galilee.  

         At daybreak the Resurrected Christ stood on the shore of the lake and told that exhausted group to cast their nets on the other side of the ship.  They obeyed, and one hundred and fifty-three fish immediately flopped back and forth in their net.  Simon Peter rushed out, grabbed both ends of the net, and pulled it upon the sandy beach all by himself (John 21:11).  No armchair Sadducees and Pharisees who poked fun at the apostles at Pentecost ever showed that kind of rugged strength.  Keep in mind that Jesus called real he-men. 

         If anyone wants to investigate the intellectual acumen of the apostles, try reading their documents.  Compare the gospels and the letters of Paul as well as the entire New Testament with any world literature, and you’ll discover that God’s Word outshines all other writings from the east and west and north and south. 

Those young men

were probably between twenty-five and thirty  years of age when they began to follow Jesus.  (James the Great may have been about thirty-five years of age when Jesus called him). For age clarification, let’s remember that John died when he was about ninety-six or ninety-eight years of age near the end of the first century A.D.  The apostles were mature young men, not juveniles, when they responded to Jesus.  

         All the synoptic gospel writers affirm the fact of Simon Peter’s marriage. (See Matthew 8:14;  Mark 1:30;  Luke 4:38).  Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:5, “Have we not the right to lead about...a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brothers of the Lord, and Simon Peter?”  The apostles were men who also knew how to manage family life. 

The Jesus Team

had the privilege of having the “world’s greatest teacher.” No one in history has been  equal to Jesus.  He was God incarnate.  The apostles had a “saturation seminar” of three years with their Leader.  They heard Jesus say that the cost of following Him was cross- bearing, self-denial, and facing suffering and death (Luke 9:23; Mark 10:38-39).  

           Christ’s words continued to echo in the ears of the apostles as long as they lived  (1  John 1:1).  No one can comprehend the magnitude of all that Christ taught His followers.  John stated in the last verse of his gospel that he supposed the world could not contain the books which could be written about all that Jesus said and did (John 21:25).  We cannot fathom the impact of the life and teachings of Jesus on His apostles! 

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit

Who would come as the “Other Teacher” of His followers.  After Jesus returned to heaven, He fulfilled the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  By the help of the Holy Spirit, the apostles had a supernatural “play-back and recall” of all the truths that Jesus taught them (John 14:26).  The apostles received the fullness of the Holy Spirit that meant a continuing renewal and instruction.  Let’s not think of that group of Christ’s followers as ill-equipped, second-class people.                                                                                                                 

The multi-cultural world

made an impact upon the disciples of Jesus since their birth.  Aramaic was the common language of the Jews in the first century.  The apostles also heard Greek, Hebrew (closely related to Aramaic) and Latin as well as other languages.  The apostles were probably fluent in two or three languages of the day.  Jesus called a group of men who could learn. 

Soon after Pentecost

 the religious leaders accused the apostles of being “ignorant and unlearned men” (Acts 4:13).  Those slanderous remarks against Simon Peter, John and the others simply meant that the apostles had not attended the rabbinical schools of the professionals.  At the same time the critics of the apostles “took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” The religious leaders frowned upon Christ’s apostles, but recognized them as fearless men who proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke

give us the list of the twelve apostles.  Interestingly, the Gospel of John does not mention all of them.  The first three Gospels and the Book of Acts (chapter one) provide the names of the Twelve, but gives little about most of them.  The apostles didn’t tell much about themselves.  Their emphasis fell heavily upon Jesus and His redemptive work.

         Although the Book of Acts sheds light on a few of the apostles, that New Testament book primarily emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit through the ministries of Peter and Paul. The aim of this writing is to describe as much as possible the special qualities of each apostle, thereby making that group more than mere names to us. 

All except one

of the Twelve were from Galilee.  Judas Iscariot came from Judea.  It is probable that Jesus had known several of the Twelve for some time, since they grew up in the Province of Galilee.  James and John, the sons of Zebedee, probably were cousins of Jesus.  A number of Bible passages, such as Matthew 27:56, Mark 15:40, and John 19:25, indicate that kind of relationship. These Scriptures state that Salome was the mother of the two brothers, James the Great and John.   Therefore, the conclusion is easily reached that Salome and Mary (the mother of Jesus) were sisters. 

The first three Gospels,

called the Synoptic Gospels, place the Twelve in groups of two each.  They followed Jesus and possibly did their learning and work in that kind of two-by-two relationship during their three-year sojourn with Jesus, according to Mark 6:7.  

The names of Peter and Andrew

are linked together as brothers.  Then the names of James and John appear.  They were brothers and Zebedee’s sons (Matt. 4:21).  Philip and Bartholomew (also called Nathanael; see John 21:2) stood together.  The names of Matthew and Thomas are linked together, although Matthew was probably the brother of James the Less. The names of “James the Great” and “James the Less” are used to distinguish the two apostles who had the same name.  James the Great was of Christ’s “inner circle” and is better known than James “the Less,” who may have been small of stature. (Some refer to this James as “the Little” or “Younger.”  The father of Matthew and James the Less is listed as Alphaeus). 

The names of James the Less and Lebbaeus

appear together in Matthew and Mark.  However, the names of James the Less and Simon Zelotes appear together in Luke and Acts. 

Simon the Zealot or “Canaanite”

does not identify him as a gentile or from that background. Matthew and Mark called Simon “the Canaanite,” which means in the Aramaic language a “zealous or jealous” person.  Luke called Simon “the Zealot” in the book of Luke and in the book of Acts. Simon the Zealot had the dubious honor of being teamed up with Judas Iscariot. The apostles replaced Judas by appointing Matthias while they waited for Pentecost a few days after Christ’s Ascension (Acts 1:21-25). 

Jesus called His apostles

for three reasons.  First, they were to be with Jesus for three years.  Second, they were to be sent forth to preach.  Third, they were  empowered for a miracle-working enterprise.  Thus, they had the duty of learning while in fellowship with Jesus, proclaiming that the Messiah had come, and conquering demonic powers (Mark 3:14-15). The apostles had Christ’s commission to act in His name. 

Jesus challenged The Seventy

 He sent forth, as well as The Twelve (Mark 6:7), to trust God to supply their needs.  “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;... Do not move about from house to house” (Luke 10: 4-5).  That principle of support for the servant of the Lord, that “the laborer is worthy of his hire,” is expressed both by Jesus and Paul (Luke 10:7 and 1 Timothy 5:18).  

         Jesus warned the apostles that they would meet rejection and trials in their service, but that they would have “divine support” as they prepared the way for Him.  In that first “mission venture,” Jesus promised the apostles that they would not have visited all the cities of Israel (Judea and Galilee) until He would meet them again (Matthew 10:23).  Matthew 12:1 indicates that they did their “short term service,” and that Jesus was again with them.  Later the apostles were to go to the “ends of the earth.” ( Matthew 28:19-20). 

That special group                                                         

 had life-changing experiences as they walked and talked with Jesus for three years.  The crucifixion of Jesus plunged them into gloom; His “Grand Rising” opened their eyes to the fuller majesty of the Son of God.  After the resurrection, Jesus stayed with the apostles for forty days and transformed them from fearful men behind locked doors to fearless preachers of the Good News.  Soon after Jesus ascended to Heaven, the apostles were ready to stand on their own through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost came

ten days after the  ascension of Jesus (Acts 2:2-4).  The Holy Spirit came to fill the apostles and dwell within all believers.  Soon the world felt the impact of their message and lives. 

Paul appeared on the scene

as a new convert about three years after the resurrection of Jesus.   The conversion story of Paul  and his appointment as an apostle is related three times in the book of Acts (chs. 9, 22, 26).  Although Jesus had originally selected twelve from His many followers, His later appearance to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus changed Saul or Paul from the persecutor of Christians to one who proclaimed Jesus as the Messiah. 

A thumbnail sketch

 of the places where history and tradition indicate that the apostles labored and died will give us a greater appreciation of them.  Only God knows what most of the apostles did and all the places they served. They heard Jesus as He commanded them to take His message “to the ends of the earth.”  Jesus gave them adequate preparation for their task.            

Although persecution
 by Roman and Jewish authorities caused many of the Christians to flee from Jerusalem to outlying areas of the empire, most of the apostles stayed in Jerusalem for a few years after Pentecost. Eventually the apostles widened their areas of work beyond Jerusalem to the ends of the known world. 

William Steuart McBirnie’s book

 entitled The Search for the Twelve Apostles is a carefully researched work on the Twelve.  That work lists the probable fields of service of the apostles, and contains a vast amount of information about the relics and/or “skeletal remains” of those followers of Christ.  Even so, one can not find a uniform, complete account of where the apostles lived, served and died.  And yet, a “stream of tradition” does give good insights into the likely “whereabouts” of most of those special servants of Jesus Christ.

Peter labored in Antioch of Syria

for seven years according to Pope Gregory the Great (d. 605 A.D.  Gregory the Great also enforced papal supremacy).  Following his time in Antioch, Peter went to Asia Minor.  From 44 to 49 A.D., Peter possibly worked among the Jewish converts who had returned to  the Babylonian region after Pentecost (Acts 2). 

Peter stated that he wrote

his first letter from Babylon (1 Peter 5:13).  Did Simon Peter mean Babylon or Rome?  We don’t know.  On page 57 of his book (The Search for the Twelve Apostles), McBirnie states that Babylon was a great center of Jewish colonists in N.T. times.  He believes that Peter most likely served in that area, even though other scholars doubt that Simon Peter labored there. Persecution had not reached critical levels in the Mesopotamia area (Babylon) in the A.D. 50 and 60 decades.  Hence, the term Babylon may not refer to Rome as it does in the later book of Revelation. 

When Paul wrote

his Roman letter from Corinth in 57 A.D., he sent greetings to twenty-seven  people as well as other households (Romans 16).  Since the name of Simon Peter does not figure in the list of Christians in Rome, the impression remains that Peter may have been among the Jewish exiles in the Babylon area or in another “far corner” of the world (Acts 12:17). 

McBirnie quotes

from various sources which believe that Peter preached in Britain (The Search for the Twelve Apostles, p. 58).  Britain had an advanced civilization in 55 B.C. when Julius Caesar and his troops made a brief invasion of that “Island of the Sea.”  London was a small town in 43 A.D.  Not only were soldiers from Rome scattered across Britain, but many Jews also had gone there because of the growing persecution under Emperor Claudius.  Hence, as an “apostle to the circumcision,” Peter would have had interest in carrying the gospel to Britain.  Tradition states that Peter went to Rome and that Nero (54-68 A.D) had the Apostle Peter crucified in 67 A.D.  

          Clement of Rome (d. 97 A.D.) stated that Peter’s wife bore the name of Perpetua.  According to tradition, they had a daughter.  The story also states that Perpetua suffered martyrdom on the same day that Emperor Nero gave orders for Peter’s death.

The symbol for Simon Peter

 is an upside cross with keys.  (Scripture references about Simon Peter: all four Gospels, Acts, 1 Corinthians, Galatians, I and II Peter). 

Andrew
 was the brother of Simon Peter.  They met Jesus early in Christ’s ministry (Matt. 4:17-19).  Andrew may have served in Scythia, a “wild area” between the Caspian and Black Sea. His field of ministry most likely led Andrew to Byzantium or Instanbul (Constantinople, Turkey) where a few other apostles served at least briefly. Also, Andrew probably served in Greece and Macedonia.  Tradition says Andrew was martyred in Patras, Greece, in 69 A.D.  Andrew is the patron saint of Russia, Scotland and Greece. 

Andrew’s symbol

 is an X-shaped cross. (Scripture references about Andrew: Matthew 4:18; 10:2; Mark 1:16, 29; 3:18; 13:3; Luke 6:14; John 1:40, 44; 6:8; 12:22; Acts 1:13). 

James the Great,  son of Zebedee

 and  brother of John, may have traveled to India soon after Pentecost.  Several questionable traditions and stories circulate about the earlier ministry of James in Spain.          The body of James was reputed to have been found by a holy friar in Santiago-de-Compostelo, (Province of Galicia), Spain in 800 A.D..  The remains rest inside a beautifully engraved silver box  five feet long.  However, Catholic authorities say that the body in that container is the one of a bishop.  However, Spain claims James as their “patron saint.” Tradition also states that James labored in Mesopotamia. He returned to Jerusalem and was executed under Herod Agrippa  in 44 A.D.  ( Acts 12:1-2). 

The symbol for James

is three shells, indicating his pilgrimage by sea.  (Scripture references about James the Great:  Matthew 4:21; 10:2; 17:1; Mark 1:19, 29; 3:17; 5:37; 9:2; 10:35, 41; 13:3 14:34;  Luke 5:10; 6:14; 8:51; 9:28, 54; Acts 1:13; 12:2). 

John the Apostle

was the brother of James the Great. (They were members of the famous “Peter, James and John” trio). Their father’s name was Zebedee  (Matthew 4:21).  Polycarp (d. 155 A.D)  states that John lived in Ephesus for many years. After John’s imprisonment on the Island of Patmos, he returned to Ephesus and died there about 100 A.D, at perhaps ninety-six or ninety-eight years of age.  Excluding Judas Iscariot, John may have been the only non-martyr among Christ’s apostles. Polycarp, Clement of Rome (d. 97 A.D.), Ignatius (b. 50 A.D), and Papias (d. 135 A.D) knew John and wrote about him.  He may have been the only apostle who never married.  

John’s symbol

is an eagle, indicating the spiritual heights that he had as well as his vision of God’s truths.  (Scripture references about John the Apostle: Matthew 4:21; 10:2; 17:1; Mark

 10:35, 41; 13:3; 14:33; Luke 5:10; 6:14; 8:51; 9:28, 49, 54; 22:8; Acts 1:13; 3:1, 3, 4, 11; 4:13, 19; 8:14; 12:2; Galatians 2:9; Revelation 1:1, 4, 9; 21:2; 22:8. John did not include his name in his gospel or in his three letters or epistles). 

Philip the Apostle

has been confused with Philip the deacon and evangelist of Acts, chapter eight.  That deacon had four daughters who served as prophets of the Lord (Acts 21:8-9). 

           The Apostles Philip and Bartholomew (or Nathanael) worked as partners in their early ministry. Philip may have labored in Scythia or  South Russia (northeastern shores of the Black Sea) for ten or fifteen years.  A few traditions state that Philip traveled to Spain, France (Gaul) and Persia before returning to Asia Minor. Philip is the only one of the Twelve whose life is linked with France. One tradition states that Philip the Apostle died as a martyr in Hierapolis, Asia Minor in 52 A.D. 

Philip’s symbol

 is a basket as a reminder of the bread and fish miracle.  (Scripture references about Philip the Apostle:  Matt.10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; John 1:43-46, 48; 6:5, 7; 12:21-22; 14:8-9; Acts 1:13). 

Bartholomew (also called Nathanael)

most likely spent some time in Asia Minor near Ephesus, and then he labored several years in Armenia (south east of Black Sea).  In 62 (or 68) A.D. Bartholomew was arrested, beaten and crucified in Armenia (Azerbaijan) in Albanopolis  (Derbend). Tradition states that Bartholomew was “skinned alive” and crucified. Thousands of Christians were put to death when Bartholomew was martyred. 

The symbol of Nathanael or Bartholomew

 is three knives, reminding us that he was “flayed alive.” (Scripture references about Bartholomew:  Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13; Nathanael’s name for Bartholomew is found in John 1:45-49; 21:2.  This final reference of John 21:2 helps identify Nathanael as  Bartholomew). 

Thomas is known as

“India’s missionary.”  After Thomas served in Palestine for a few years, he moved to Mesopotamia or the Persian/Babylonian area.  In about 50 A.D. he found a new field of labor in India.  Some reports state that he also preached in South China. Tradition says that Thomas died by being speared to death by orders of King Mizdi in Malabar, South India, in 72 A.D.  The name of “Didymus” which is given for Thomas in John 11:16 does not signify that he had a twin.  The word “Thomas” in Syriac means twin. 

The symbol for Thomas

 is a group of arrows, stones and spears.  (Scripture references about Thomas:  Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; John 11:16; 14:5; 20:24, 26-29; 21:2; Acts 1:13)

Matthew

had a mission field in Palestine, Greece and Syria. He may have served in Macedonia and Persia as well.  Tradition also places Matthew in two countries of Africa.     

          Matthew first wrote his gospel in Aramaic (some say Hebrew) and it was later translated in Greek. Matthew was well versed in the OT prophecies of Christ.  He might have suffered martyrdom in Jerusalem by the Jewish Sanhedrin in 60 A.D.  Another tradition states that Matthew died in Persia at the age of ninety. (See Ruffin, p. 143).  

The symbol for Matthew

is three moneybags as a reminder that he was once a tax collector. (Scripture references of Matthew or Levi:  Matthew 9:9; 10:3; Mark 2:14; 3:18; Luke 5:27; 6:15; Acts 1:13).

James the Less

was probably the brother of Matthew.  He is not to be confused with James, the half-brother of Jesus, who served as pastor in Jerusalem.  James, the son of Alphaeus, has nothing recorded about his life other than his name that is mentioned in the lists of the apostles in the Synoptic Gospels (the first three) and in the Book of Acts. He may have been a member of a revolutionary band that kept warring against Rome’s rule over the Hebrews. One tradition states that James died by crucifixion in Persia in 60 A.D.  The tradition that James the Less or Little died in Jerusalem probably confused the Apostle James with James the brother of Jesus who died in Jerusalem by being thrown from the temple and then was stoned.  

The symbol for James the Less

is a saw, suggesting he might have been “sawn asunder” (Hebrews 11:37).  (Scripture references for James the Less:  Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).

Thaddaeus

had three names.  He is called Lebbaeus and Judas (or Jude which is the Latin form of Judah); however, he is not to be confused with Judas Iscariot.  Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus, was called the “son of” James (Luke 6:16).  Lebbaeus-Thaddaeus may have reached Britain on his missionary journeys. He preached in Syria, Arabia, Mesopotamia, and Persia.  He may have labored with Simon Zelotes in Persia.  According to some traditions his martyrdom took place in Armenia in 79 A.D. 

The symbol for Lebbaeus-Thaddaeus-Judas

is a fishing schooner, implying his early fishing life. (Scripture references about the Apostle with three names:  Thaddaeus: Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Lebbaeus: Matthew 10:3; Judas, not Iscariot:  see John 14:22). 

Simon the Zealot or Canaanite

served in Armenia and Mesopotamia. He may have preached across North Africa, as well as in Spain and Britain.  One unlikely tradition states that he was crucified in England.  Most likely Simon the Zealot died as a martyr in Persia about 79 A.D, along with Thaddeus who had three names. 

Simon Zealot’s symbol

is a military cap, suggesting possible earlier revolutionary activities.   (Scripture references about Simon the Zealot: Matthew 10:4; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).

Judas Iscariot

was from the town of Kerioth in Judea, about 30 miles south of Jerusalem.  He betrayed Jesus and took his own life in Jerusalem.  The Gospels contain two non-contradictory accounts of the death of Judas.  

Two symbols

are given for Judas Iscariot: a moneybag with coins falling out of it and a hangman’s noose. (Scriptures references about Judas: Matthew 10:4; 26:14, 25, 47; 27:2-10; Mark 3:19; 14:10, 21, 43; Luke 6:16; 22:3, 47-48; John 6:70-72; 12:4; 13:2, 18, 26-30; 17:12; 18:2-3, 5; Acts 1:16, 25; See Psalms 41:9; Zechariah 11:12-14; 13:6-7). 

The Apostle Paul

made three major missionary journeys and most likely traveled to Spain.  He could have reached the British Isles after his release from prison in 63 A.D. and before his return to Rome in 67 A.D.  Paul traveled on ship, on foot or by horseback.  Roman authorities executed Paul by cutting off his head on the Appian Way in late fall of 67 A.D.          

Paul’s symbol

is a sword and scrolls. (Scripture references on Paul: The book of Acts, Paul’s letters, and II Peter 3:15).

In most cases

the places where the apostles served and the specific circumstances of their deaths cannot be fully known.  Traditions vary.  Some legends about the apostles are preposterous.  We do know, however, that most of Christ’s apostles died violent deaths.  All of them after Pentecost invested their lives in missionary service because they had seen the risen Christ.  Those apostles, endued by the Holy Spirit, kept passionately in view the “Great Commission” to make Christ known as “The Incarnate God” who came to save mankind. 

The Thirteen Apostles,

with the exception of Judas, stand out as the world’s most select group of spiritual leaders. They believed the Old Testament prophecies and fulfilled revelations of Jesus as the Eternal Son of God, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His death and glorious resurrection, the ascension, and His future return in glory and power to “judge the living and the dead.”  Chosen by Christ Himself, the apostles proclaimed the infallible truths of Jesus Christ to an unbelieving world with unanimous voices and through their divinely inspired writings.

Those few men

told the Good News to everyone who would listen.  Their converts told the story of Jesus to others. In some cases, thousands were saved in one day;  Jesus chose those men, changed their lives, filled them with the Holy Spirit, and sent them out to tell the story of world redemption through the blood of Jesus Christ.   Jesus invites us  to follow Him, too.  Christ offers Himself to everyone as the long-promised Messiah and only Savior.  Like the thirteen apostles, we can accept Christ’s invitation to salvation and discipleship.  Every Christian can walk in “the fullness of the Holy Spirit.” We can learn how to live and serve by the examples of that group we call “The Jesus Team.”
CHAPTER ONE

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.   



 

                                                                                      Matthew 10:2

And Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.


             
Matthew14:28
SIMON PETER: LESSONS FROM A BIG FISHERMAN

One day a boat captain from Texas made a run fifty miles into the Gulf of Mexico with his deck hand and a guest fisherman.  As the boat captain slowly piloted his forty-foot fiberglass sports boat across the Gulf Coast water he said, “We are now in a good area for fishing.”  

          A few minutes later the guest fisherman yelled, “I’ve caught a big one!”   For an hour that man struggled to bring in a thirteen-foot long marlin that weighed 350 pounds.  When they started back to shore the man who caught the fish danced across the boat saying, “As long as I live I’ll be telling everybody about the fish that I caught today.” 

          Just like that modern-day Texas fisherman, the Apostle Peter must have snagged a lot of trophies on long fishing days in the Sea of Galilee. Simon Peter is known as “The Big Fisherman.”  He and his brother Andrew were in the fishing business with their father.  Those two brothers also “partnered” with James and John as fishermen. His name appears in the New Testament one hundred and fifty-eight times - - more than any other apostle.   We can learn important lessons from Simon Peter, the most famous apostle of the Twelve.   

I

One lesson we learn from Simon Peter is that we may become followers of Jesus.  We may believe on Jesus as the incarnate Son of God. He is the “God-man” who was born supernaturally of the Virgin Mary.  Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross for the sins of mankind, rose from the dead, ascended to heaven, prays for us, and will return as King of kings.  Although millions of people have placed their trust in Jesus across the centuries, Jesus always has room for everyone who will receive him as Savior.   

To follow Jesus is to make an immediate and personal commitment of faith in Him. We may read of people who have “deathbed conversions.”  Jesus will accept any repentant person in the final moments of life.  And yet, Billy Sunday of another generation said that deathbed repentance means that one spends life in the service of Satan and blows the smoke in the face of Jesus.  No one needs to postpone his or her faith in Jesus for five years or five more minutes.   

Simon Peter made an early response to Jesus. One day as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Peter and Andrew casting a net into the water.  He said, "Follow me."  They "straightway left their nets, and followed Him" (Matt. 4:18-20).  The invitation to receive Jesus as Savior is to believe now. We never know when life will end, or when another opportunity may come.  "The Holy Spirit says, Today if you will hear his voice, harden not your hearts" (Hebrews 3:8).  God calls for an immediate response.

To follow Jesus is life's most important commitment.  All other decisions we make in life are secondary to the main one of What will you do with Jesus?  Jesus is the one mediator between God and man.   No other name under heaven has been given whereby we may be saved (Acts 4:12).  The urgency and importance of becoming a Christian cannot be overemphasized.  

Larry Gross is a former drug addict who spent seventeen years in and out of jails in Philadelphia.  Today Larry lives in South Texas and carries a cross all over that Texas area and North Mexico and beyond.  He gives gospel tracts and witnesses to all he meets.          Less than two years ago from this moment of writing, I called Larry and asked if he would like to share his testimony across the border in Mexico.  I sent an E-mail to Pastor Israel Rodriguez in the city of Piedras Negras and asked if we could come and visit on a Sunday afternoon and have a “Larry Gross Testimony” that night.  “Of course,” the pastor said. 

A group of ten or twelve from the church joined us as we walked around town and witnessed and gave out tracts.  Three fellows, who sat in a park with a “non-interest look,” paid more attention as a ten-year-old boy in our group spoke to them.  “Little Willie” said to the fellows, “Look, guys, tonight this man is going to tell us how Jesus saved him from drugs, alcohol and bad living. You ought to come and hear him in our church!”

That night as Larry spoke, we “spotted” in the church two of the three fellows who had been in the park a few hours earlier.  Just before the invitation to accept Christ was given, one of the fellows stood up, walked to the front, motioned to his friend near the back of the building, and called out, “Come on down here with me, Juan.  We need the help that this fellow is telling us about.”  We can trust Jesus, too.  Christ’s call is an immediate and important invitation to salvation for everyone.

One day Jesus and His disciples walked east into a desert area beyond the Sea of Galilee.  He fed multitudes with a boy's lunch.  Jesus proclaimed Himself as "the bread of life."  At that time thousands turned away from Him. Then Jesus asked His disciples if they were going to leave Him.  Peter asked, "Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  And we believe and are sure that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (John 6:68-69).     

We can celebrate and be glad that Jesus gives an invitation to everyone to receive him as Savior.  We learn the lesson of belief in Jesus from the life of Simon Peter.

II

We can learn to keep our attention focused on Jesus.  It’s easy to let one’s attention get pulled away from Jesus.  Simon Peter had that problem.  One day after Jesus had performed a miracle, He went into a mountain to pray (Matt. 14:22-23).  He told His disciples to cross the Sea of Galilee and wait for Him on the other side.  

        About three o’clock in the morning, the disciples struggled in a storm that threatened to swallow their boat.  In the midst of the storm they saw someone walking toward them on the water.  They thought the spirit of death had come for them and they cried out in fear.  Jesus told the disciples not to be afraid because He was with them.  Simon Peter yelled out to Jesus.  When Jesus invited Peter to come to Him, Peter jumped out of the boat and started walking on the water.  But when he saw the waves of the sea and heard the howling wind, he took his eyes off Jesus and began to sink (Matt. 14:24-33).  Jesus reached out his hand and rescued Simon Peter.

         We don’t always keep our attention fastened on Jesus.  We sometimes take our eyes off Jesus when we have success.  Simon Peter must have been terribly proud of himself momentarily as he made a few steps on the water.  No one else except Jesus had done a thing like that.  He might have thought, “Look, fellows.  I, Simon Peter your fishing friend, am walking on water!”  He looked away from Jesus and immediately had problems.

         Anyone can look away from Jesus. When young people leave home and go to some university or get a job, they may feel successful.  It’s easy in such times to forget God, to forget the Church, to forget the Christian life.  Jeremiah wrote that God’s people had forgotten him “days without number” (2:32).  When life is easy and we experience prosperity, we may feel like we can get along without God’s help.  When the father or mother own a beautiful house and have good salaries, the entire family may take their eyes off Jesus.  Success for some reason may produce a feeling of  “I don’t need God anymore.”  But if we take our eyes off Jesus, we may one day awaken with a “sinking spell.”

        We can get our eyes off Jesus when we have a setback. Some people become angry with God and look away from Him when they face difficulties. They want to blame God for the tough days.  At any time of danger we need to keep looking to Jesus.

        No person is exempt from “stormy seas.”  All of us know about “winds and waves,” don’t we?  We can keep looking to the Lord and “walk on water,” or we can look at the waves that dash around us and sink into the problems that keep popping up. We need to refocus on Jesus when tough times come or we’ll “go down” as Simon Peter did.

        If we think we have serious problems today, consider Simon Peter as he suffered in prison a short time before his execution.  George F. Jowett’s book, The Drama of the Lost Disciples, gives an in-depth description of Peter’s imprisonment in Rome in 67 A.D. (See also The Search for the Twelve Apostles by William S. McBirnie).  Jowett states that following Peter’s condemnation, he was thrown into the underground Mamertine prison. That prison was a deep hole cut out of solid rock with two compartments, one above the other.  The lower room was the death cell where light never entered and which was never cleaned.  The awful smell and filth from that prison gave off a fatal poison, unlike any other ever known on the earth. That dungeon of horror is the oldest torture chamber known. Some prisoners lost their minds in that place.  Hundreds died there because of the barbaric inhumanity of ancient Rome and their Caesars.  Jowett wrote that the number of Christians who died in that “cell of hell” was never recorded. 

When Simon Peter was thrown into the Mamertine prison, he was chained to a post for nine months before Nero ordered his crucifixion (Jowett).  But in spite of all the suffering that Simon Peter endured, his faith never failed him.  Jowett tells that during Peter’s imprisonment he converted his jailers, Processus, Martinianus, and forty-seven others.  In 67 A.D.  Rome let Peter have his last request to be crucified upside down rather than upright.  

When we suffer let us remember Simon Peter.  Even more, let us remember Jesus who suffered and died in our place.  We need to keep focused on the crucified, raised, exalted Lord.

             The chorus from one hymn states,  “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace.”  We need to keep focused on Jesus.  Are we learning this lesson?

III

We can repent when we fail.  We need to remember that we can undergo a turnaround.  We can come back to the Lord and confess our failures and go in the direction that God wants us to go.  

Near the end of the earthly ministry of Jesus, He and the disciples celebrated the Passover Meal in an upper room in Jerusalem.  Jesus told the disciples that soon they would be offended because of Him.  Peter said, “Though all men shall be offended because of you, yet will I never be offended” (Matt. 26:33). Again he said, “Though I should die with you, yet will I not deny you” (Matt. 26:35). Jesus warned Peter that before the rooster had crowed two times that Peter would deny Him three times.  We know something of that apostle’s profanity and denials of Jesus  (Matthew 26:72-75).

            When we make a mess of life, we can turn around.  We can change.  We can go in a new direction.  Bitter weeping would be a grand experience for some today.  We find that God is ready to forgive us.  We need to practice the repenting habit.

We need to repent when we think we know more than the Lord does. Immediately following Simon Peter's great confession that Jesus is the Christ or Messiah (Matt. 16:16), Jesus began to talk of His own suffering and death.  Peter took Jesus to one side and began to say that Jesus would never die (Matt. 16:22).  Jesus said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan: you are an offense unto me” (v. 23).  We may try to argue with God. We tell Him what can or cannot happen.  When we begin to “tell God off,” repentance time has come.

We need to repent when we act hypocritically.  One day Simon Peter was in Antioch celebrating with Gentile believers.  Antioch of Syria with a population of nearly one million was three hundred miles north of Jerusalem.  It had become the center of missionary activity.  Some Christian leaders came from Jerusalem to investigate what they had heard about the conversion of the Gentiles in the area.  Peter knew the leaders were coming, and he separated from the Gentiles and moved to the Jewish camp.  When Paul learned of Simon Peter’s hypocrisy he rebuked him to his face (Galatians 2:11). 

Like Simon Peter, we sometimes find ourselves in situations where we act as hypocrites.  Let us do as Simon Peter did and straighten up.  Let us live in the right way.  The Lord welcomes us back. Let us put into practice the repentance teaching. 

IV

We can learn to be soul winners.  Jesus said to Simon Peter as He said to others, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men" (Matt. 4:19).  We do not automatically win others to faith in Jesus.  This is a learned experience.  We let the love of God fill us, and then share our faith. 

We need to be soul winners because we have God’s unique message of salvation.  We do not have a dozen routes to heaven and to God.  Education, philosophy or man-made religions never lead to life eternal.  The message of life everlasting is through the Messiah. Jesus prayed in Gethsemane that if God’s will could be accomplished in some manner other than His death to let that happen.  No other way could be found.    

 On the day of  Pentecost Simon Peter declared the message of the death and  resurrection of Jesus.  Thousands of Jews in Jerusalem from heard that message.  The book of Acts says about three thousand were saved.  That is first-class soul winning.

The beautiful story of the conversion of Cornelius offers a good example of witnessing  (Acts 10:1-48).  Cornelius lived in Caesarea, a city located on the Mediterranean Sea sixty miles from Jerusalem,.  The Jews loved  Cornelius, the Roman military officer, who had built them a synagogue.  

 An angel appeared to Cornelius and told him to send someone to Joppa (forty miles south of Caesarea) and ask Simon Peter to go and tell him about Jesus.  At three o’clock in the afternoon Simon Peter  had a vision of a sheet let down from heaven with all kinds of animals in it.  Then Peter heard a voice asking him to kill and eat.  Peter responded to the voice, saying that he had never eaten unclean animals.  The message came to him again not to call anything unclean that God had cleansed.  At that time a Gentile group from Joppa arrived.  Peter was told to go to Caesarea meet Cornelius.

Peter made the visit.  Cornelius and his family, along with many others, placed their trust in Jesus.  Then Peter asked, "Can any forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Spirit as well as we?" (Acts 10:47).  When the group believed in Jesus, the Holy Spirit filled their lives.  Then they were  baptized.  Simon Peter remained with the Gentile converts and rejoiced with them for several days.  We still have God’s unique story of Jesus to tell.

We can be soul winners because we have God’s unique power for witnessing.   Shortly before Jesus ascended to heaven He told the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they were endued with the power of the Holy Spirit.  Ten days later on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit came to live in all believers.  He came as the “vicar” of Christ. The Holy Spirit is our guarantee of supernatural power. The Holy Spirit causes the words of Jesus to ring in our ears, “You shall be witnesses unto me” (Acts 1:8).

       We can find many avenues to witness.  Every day we see people in places of business, we talk to folks over the telephone.  The message of salvation may be spoken in a non-offensive way with anyone we meet.  We can pray for people.  We can give out tracts.  We can talk about Jesus to telemarketing people who call.  We can be a part of a visitation team from the Church where we are members.  Every Christian can learn the lesson of soul-winning from the man we call “the big fisherman.” 

V

We may keep on serving the Lord.  No matter how long life may last or where the Lord may lead, we are to “follow on.”  One day Jesus fell asleep in a boat as the disciples rowed across the Sea of Galilee (Matt. 8:23-27).  A storm swept across the sea and water covered their boat.  The disciples screamed, "Lord, save us: we perish" (Matt. 8:25).  They marveled that Jesus controlled the wind and the sea.  Jesus and the disciples had a lot more work to do.  The storm was not about to sink that ship with Jesus on board. 

         Many events in the life of Simon Peter deserve extensive coverage.  Our faith can be strengthened and our love for Christ can grow deeper as we briefly review selected scenes from the life of that fisherman who “left all to follow Jesus.” 

           Peter heard Jesus teach countless times; looked on with astonishment as the Savior performed miracle after miracle; made his bold confession at Caesarea Philippi that Jesus is the Christ; and awakened on the Mount of Transfiguration to gaze upon the spectacular outshining of divine glory through Christ.

         The fast-paced events during the final week of Christ’s life etched themselves forever in the memory of Simon Peter.  He witnessed Christ’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, the Passover Meal, and the Gethsemane arrest.  During the trial of Jesus, Peter denied that he was a disciple.  He shamefully hid out and did not see the awesome crucifixion of Jesus that offers world redemption.  Two days later on the first Easter Morning, he ran with John and saw the Empty Tomb and the Resurrected Lord. 

          Soon after His resurrection, Jesus appeared to several apostles on the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus told the group that had fished all night without catching anything how to have a “big catch” (John 21).  Then He asked Peter three times, “Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me?”  Peter could not say then that he had agapn, or the highest love for Jesus, but later he proved that love.  That post-resurrection question about love is the prelude for anyone’s successful life and ministry.

        Forty days after Christ’s victory over death and the grave, the apostles witnessed His ascension.  Ten days later they experienced the coming of the Holy Spirit.  

        The extensive life and ministry of Simon Peter -- from Pentecost to his own death by crucifixion -- causes the early pages of Christian history to glisten and glow with a brilliance that never will fade away.

         Like Simon Peter, we can serve the Lord as long as we live.  The example of a man named John Jasper shows this truth.  John Jasper grew up as a Black slave.  He became a Christian and soon began to preach.  In a book about his life entitled Rhapsody In Black by Richard Day, one statement jumps off the page.  At eighty-five years of age that former slave said, “I want to continue serving the Lord ’til my last expiring breath.”  

            Like Peter, we can serve the Lord wherever the place may be.  Sometimes God may lead His people to difficult and dangerous mission endeavors.  The Christian should be ready to go wherever God leads.  

When Peter was in the Mamertine prison of Rome, he had walked his “last mile” with Jesus.  The ministry of that apostle came to a close as he had followed Jesus “to the ends of the earth.”           

At Caesarea Philippi the apostles learned that Jesus is the foundation upon which life may be built (Matt. 16:18;  Acts 4:11, 1 Cor. 3:11; 1 Peter 2:6-7).  Simon Peter made a timeless declaration that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus said He would build His Church upon this truth:   He Himself is “The Rock” of our faith.  

We find rich theology in that word interchange between Jesus and Simon Peter.  Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter, which means “petros” or small rock.  Jesus emphasized that His Church is built upon Himself, the “Petra” or “Large-Stone.”  That “Boulder Rock” is the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

           We can learn countless lessons from “the big fisherman” that can enrich life for time and eternity.  We can be faithful disciples and follow Jesus as Simon Peter did two thousand years ago.  Shall we do it?

CHAPTER TWO

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said, Behold, the Lamb of God! The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said to them, What do you seek? And they said to him, Rabbi (which means Teacher), where are you staying?  He said to them, come and see. They came and saw where he was staying; and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.  One of the two who heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, We have found the Messiah (which means Christ).   He brought him to Jesus.                                                John 1:35-41                                  

ANDREW:  EVERYONE'S EXAMPLE

The Benavides Drug Stores or Pharmacy Company started with that family name in Mexico in 1917.  The business flourished so well that by the end of 1997, they had 850 stores, and they were still expanding.  They set a goal to have one thousand stores by the year 2000, and they exceeded that goal.  Their employees love the company.  Some have been working for the drug enterprise for thirty-five years. Not only are relationships within the company extremely smooth, but also customer satisfaction is consistently high.  That company has set an excellent example for any business to follow.

We may wonder who could be a good example for the Christian to follow.  Of course, Jesus is the true example, but from a human level, who could we imitate? 

If we want to imitate an ordinary Christian, Andrew seems to be a good apostle to choose. He falls in the category of Christians who don’t have much said or written of them.  He never wrote any books.  We do not have any record of any miracles that he performed or any sermons that he preached.  He seems more like “one of us.”  We can follow Andrew's example. 

             Four areas are set forth in his life, which we may consider.  One, we can be followers of Jesus.  Two, we can be missionaries.  Three, we can be free from jealousy and envy.  Four, we can be courageous in life. Consider Andrew as an example for everyday life.  

I

We can be dedicated disciples of Jesus. That is, we may commit our lives to Jesus. We may be thoroughgoing Christians.   Discipleship is a day-by-day, continuing experience.  We don’t follow Jesus on Sunday and do what we want to do the rest of the week.  Real discipleship means we belong to Jesus. 

          Andrew lived in the fishing village of Bethsaida (“house of fishermen”) on the north side of the Sea of Galilee.  He had a friend known as John.  Those two fisherman had heard about John the Baptist preaching in the Jordan River valley sixty miles south of where they lived.  They went to hear John the Baptist and became his disciples.  After being with that “forerunner of Jesus” for a few weeks, Andrew heard John proclaim, "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29, 36).  

          Andrew asked Jesus where He lived.  Jesus answered, "Come and see" (John 1:39).  At that mid-afternoon hour,  both Andrew and John went home with Jesus.  They became convinced that Jesus was the Messiah. 

        The disciple of Jesus learns that Jesus is the Messiah.  We don’t automatically know the profound truths about Jesus when we trust Him.  However, we begin to learn through reading God’s Word and hearing others teach God’s infallible truths that Christ is the long-promised and long-awaited Messiah.  He is God’s  anointed, chosen one who has come from God to us.  He is the eternal Christ who is the “God-man,” the Redeemer.  The Christian sees Jesus “as the Lamb of God,” the Messiah sent from God for us.

The disciple of Jesus learns that Jesus gives eternal life to all who believe on Him.  Christ came that we might have life and have it in abundance.  The believer becomes a child of the King.  We enter the Lord's eternal kingdom.  We can say hallelujah and mean it.  When we receive Jesus as Savior we have taken a step that is vital and necessary.  Like Andrew, let us be disciples of Jesus.  

II

We can be missionaries.  When one bee finds a field of flowers or grain, he (or she!) lets the other bees know about that discovery.  When an ant discovers a new source of food, that ant shares that story.  When we trust Jesus, we ought to tell others about Him.

Telling others when we find something good is a natural act.  A story circulates about a blind man in an African nation who came to a missionary hospital.  The doctors performed surgery on that man and he was able to see.  Within a few days he had returned to the hospital with about a half-dozen other blind men from his tribe.  He wanted them to see as well! 

          Daniel has appealing words in his book about reaching others.  "They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever" (12:3).  If we want to do a work that has eternal significance, we will reach others with the gospel of Jesus. 

For more than two hundred years the name of John Wesley has been a household word among Christians worldwide.  During his long life in the 1700’s, Wesley rode horses about 250,000 miles as he shared the love of Christ all over England.  He rode horses an average of about fifteen miles a day for sixty years! After his Aldersgate experience when he felt his heart “strangely warmed,” Wesley made missionary ventures that have left an eternal imprint upon England - - and the rest of the world.  Wesley’s name is written in large letters in Christian history as scholar, preacher, author, and missionary.  In becoming a missionary, Wesley was doing what Andrew did when he found Jesus. We can follow that example.

We can be missionaries to our families.  Andrew "first found his own brother Simon, and said unto him, We have found the Messiah" (John 1:41).  Andrew let his brother know that he had found something better than boats and nets and fish and a beautiful sea.  He said, “We have found the Messiah.” We, too, can say to all the family that Jesus is the Savior who has room for everyone in His friendship circle. 

The family needs our witness.  When Jesus healed a Gadarene demoniac, the man wanted to follow Jesus.  The Lord said to him, "Go home and tell...what great things the Lord has done for you" (Mark 5:19).  This is where missionary work begins.  We can be missionaries to our family.  

We can become a missionary to our friends.  When Jesus walked into a desert area for a brief rest, multitudes followed Him.  The crowd probably numbered between ten and fifteen thousand.  The hours passed and the time had come for the people to return to their homes.  Everyone was hungry.  Andrew found a boy with his lunch of two fish and five biscuits.  Andrew took that lad to Jesus (John 6:9).  Everyone sat down on the “desert floor”  in groups of about fifty.  Jesus gave thanks and divided the bread and fish and everyone had lunch together.  Twelve baskets were filled with leftover bread, so that the disciples had a basket of bread each to take home for a late-night snack.

We all have friends and acquaintances that can be introduced to Jesus.  In one small Texas town, a lady invited an Indian doctor to church.  He said, You mean that I can go to your church?  Yes, invite them.  Some people do not know that they are more than welcome to be with God's people.  It is amazing, but much of the general public sees a church as a members only club.  We need to let everyone know that the invitation to come to Jesus is for “the whole wide world.”

We can be missionaries to foreigners and strangers.  Some Grecians inquired about Jesus (John 12).  Grecians were Hebrews or Jews who lived outside the Holy Land.  They were called Grecians because of Greek influence upon their lives. They had heard about the Messiah who had come, and they came to inquire about Him.  Andrew took them to Jesus.  He became a missionary example for us.

We need to tell everyone about Jesus.  Practically every nation has countless immigrants from many places.  Most of these people need to hear the message of life in Jesus.  They need to know the truth of John 3:16.  Those who hear and believe have everlasting life.  Jesus said,  “he who hears my word and believes him who sent me, has eternal life; he does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (John 5:24).  We must be missionaries to people all around us.  We need a deep heart-concern for everyone.

A long time ago, an Englishman went to India as a missionary.  People called him Praying Hyde. He traveled widely in India, and every place he traveled, he witnessed and spoke to people about Jesus.  One of Hyde's brief recorded prayers has the words, “Father, give me these souls or I die.” Sometimes that missionary would be late for a preaching engagement because he had waited and prayed for an anointing of the Lord upon his life.  Many of us need that kind of delay, too.  We need an anointing of the Lord on our lives.  As christians we need to  be missionaries to our families, to our friends and to the foreigners or strangers who are among us.  If we are like Andrew, we will be!

III

We can be free from envy and jealousy.  Andrew may have had a sneaking suspicion that when he introduced Simon Peter to Jesus that his brother was going to become an outstanding Christian.  Andrew never had the fame and glory of Peter.  Andrew did not get to go to the Mount of Transfiguration with Peter, James, and John.  He did not get to rush to the empty tomb of Jesus along with his brother.  And yet, we find no trace of envy or jealousy in the life of that ordinary disciple.  We, too, can be free from envy, strife and jealousy if we follow this example.

A story of David's thirty men that illustrates this principle is related in 2 Samuel 23.  One of the thirty men who protected  David was Benaiah (Ben-i-ah). Benaiah killed a lion in a pit on a snowy day.  He also killed two dangerous Moabites who posed a threat to David and his men.  One day Benaiah snatched a big spear from an Egyptian who was more than seven feet tall, and killed him.  He did other brave deeds.  And yet "Benaiah was not as honorable as the first three generals" (2 Samuel 23:20).  He did not attain the fame of the others, but he was not jealous of them.  Benaiah did not neglect his duty because of jealousy.

Many of us struggle with jealousy or envy.  Some athletes may be jealous of those who become quarterbacks on a football team or pitchers on a baseball team.  We may be jealous of those who become more popular than we are.  We may not like it if someone else becomes the director of a department of church life while we are "just members."  We may resent those who are more attractive than we are, or those who have a better job or make a bigger salary.  It may not be easy for some people to be outside “the circle.”

Andrew did not make it within the inner circle of the apostles.  But he never expressed any resentment of that fact.  To follow the example of Andrew means that we are ready to take second place at any time or in any place of service.  We can keep doing the work that God has for us to do.  Andrew is a grand example of one who is free of jealousy.  How about us?  Are we ready to “play second fiddle?”

IV

We can be filled with courage as we serve Jesus.  We can be sold out to the Lord.  We can let Jesus be first in our lives.  We need to die to self and let the life of Jesus be lived through us.  Are we letting Jesus have full control of our lives?

          The name “Andrew” means “manly, courageous, strong.”  As we follow the victorious Christ we can receive from Him the courage and strength that is needed.  2 Timothy 1:7 states that God takes away our fear and gives us strength, courage and a disciplined life.  Every Christian needs to be strong like Andrew.  

           Dorman Newman’s book, The Lives  and Deaths of the Holy Apostles, gives several stories about the “whereabouts” of Andrew’s ministry.  Newman quotes Eusebius, an early Church historian (d. 339 A.D.), about the areas covered by Andrew. All those stories reflect something of the boldness and courage of that disciple of Jesus.

           At one time in his life Andrew preached in Scythia near the Black Sea which is a part of the old Russian Republic.  At another time Andrew was reported to have been in modern-day Turkey, then Istanbul or Constantinople.  And again, he was said to have served in Greece. Today, Andrew is the “patron saint” of Greece, Russia, and Scotland, where he also reputedly preached. We have no reason to doubt that Andrew, like the other apostles, traveled far and wide in his ministry. 

        Tradition states that Andrew was crucified on a cross that was in the form of the capital letter “X.”  According to that story that apostle was beaten and then tied to the cross where he lingered for two days before dying.   Church historian Eusebius (d. 339) quoted from Papias (d. 135 A.D.)  who stated that more than two thousand people became converted as Andrew hung on his cross and died.

Andrew stands out as an excellent role model for every Christian to follow. We too can be brave and courageous as we live and witness for Christ every day.  Jesus wants us to be his bold and unashamed disciples.

             More than one hundred years ago, a Chinese Christian exhibited Andrew-like qualities of courage and strength in full measure. A revolution was taking place in China called “The Boxer Rebellion.”  The revolutionaries were called “boxers” because the clothes they wore looked like those of boxers.  For two years between 1898 and 1900 Chinese revolutionaries threw out the foreign powers living in their country -- Germans, British, Russians, and Americans -- whom they considered foreign devils.  The Boxer revolutionaries attacked missionaries and other Christians.  Within a brief time they killed one hundred and seventy-five Protestant and Catholic missionaries as well as uncounted thousands of Chinese Christians.  One of the Chinese martyrs, Chang Singh, was a well-known evangelist in Manchuria.  When he learned about the arrival of the Boxers in Peking, he went into hiding.  The Boxers said that if he did not come out of hiding, every Christian in the city of Peking (Beijing) would be killed.   

            Chang Singh surrendered to the Boxers.  They put him on a cart and transported him to the cemetery.  He knew that they planned to kill him.  As the cart moved along, Chang Singh began to sing, “Jesus loves me!  This I know, For the Bible tells me so; Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.”  

          Someone hit Chang Singh across the head and knocked him down in the cart.  He struggled to his feet and continued to sing, “Jesus loves me! He will stay Close beside me all the way; If I love Him, when I die, He will take me home on high.”  Again, the evangelist was struck on the head.  When the group arrived at the cemetery,  Chang Singh was told to kneel.  As he knelt before his open grave, he  prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive me into your presence."  A sword came down across the neck of the evangelist and his head rolled into the dust.  As his body was shoved into the grave, a group of Chinese people walked away, talking among themselves. They said, “we want to know this Jesus who made Chang Singh the greatest man we have ever known.” 
           God used Chang Singh in the conversion of many people that day, just as Andrew spent most of his life doing. We may think of Andrew as an ordinary Christian.  And yet, he lived a marvelous life for Christ.  

         The Christian life may sound easy, but it is a tough, challenging life.  However, when we commit ourselves to Jesus, we receive spiritual help that leads us to be our best.  We may learn four life-changing truths from Andrew. We can become Christians.  We can be missionaries.  We can be free of envy.  And we can have lives that are strong and courageous.  Are we ready for the Andrew kind of life?

CHAPTER THREE

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.”    







Matthew 10:2.

James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, whom he surnamed Boanerges, that is, sons of thunder.   
                             Mark 3:17
JAMES THE GREAT:  HOW TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN 

Highway engineers design routes for highways across every country of the world. They plan how roads may cross rivers, mountains, and other difficult places for the good of all that travel.  In our life, God is our Great Engineer.  He knows how we are to travel and live and He has a plan.  He gives instructions that we can follow.  Often the Lord lets us know the best way to live by observing how others have lived in times gone by.

We can learn how to live by looking at the life of James, the son of Zebedee.  He and his brother John were fishermen when Jesus called them.  He was of the inner circle among the twelve Apostles.  James did not live long enough to write a book about his experiences.  And yet, we can learn how Christians ought to live by studying his life.  

I

 We can let God place us where He wants us to be in kingdom service.  We sometimes want to choose our own place.  That position is often one of prominence.  We think it is good to be in the “driver's seat.”  Most of us love the idea of being the boss.  We often desire a chief place for ourselves.  

Two of the disciples wanted first place in Christ's future kingdom.  Two accounts are given of their requests.  The mother of James and John asked Jesus for a special place for her two sons (Matt. 20:20).  She may have been a sister of the mother of Jesus.  

 The sons also said to Jesus, “We want you to do for us whatever we desire” (Mark 10:35).  When Jesus asked what that request might be, they said with boldness that they wanted to sit on His right and His left side in His coming kingdom.  That kind of request of being in the first place is human and normal - - but not Christ-like!  And yet, when a person desires the “top spot” in any endeavor, such a wish may not be granted.

In the first place, we need to wait on the Lord's appointment.  Jesus said, "It is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father" (Matt. 20:23).  David expressed this truth in Psalms 75:6-7, saying, "Promotion comes neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south.  But God is the judge: He puts down one, and sets up another.”  Those words had their fulfillment in David’s life.  God moved that young man from a shepherd’s life to the palace of the king.  He didn’t make any political maneuvers to get there.  God placed David on the throne.   The Christian attitude should be, “Lord, your will be done.”
In the second place, self-promotion causes bitter feelings among those around us. "When the ten heard it, they were moved with indignation against the two brothers" (Matt. 20:24).  Maybe the other disciples coveted that place of prominence, too!  At least, they were not happy that James and John asked for a big kingdom favor.  

Perhaps we would like a special place, too.  We compete for the best job in the secular world.  We want to be the most important person on a sports team or in community activities.  Quite often confusion and failure and other problems pop up because we do not wait upon the Lord.  If we want a place in God's kingdom, we need to let God place us where we need to be.

The truth about kingdom service is that some are to be in key leadership places.  Someone will serve as president of the country.  Someone will be secretary of state.  God calls those who are to serve as pastors or teachers or choir directors as well as those without any titles.  God always has leaders and followers.  Leaders need to keep in mind that they take servant positions.  We need to ask God to indicate to His people where they serve in His great cause.  We can learn this needed lesson from the life of James.

II

We can avoid a revengeful spirit.  We understand what it is to get even with someone.  Most of us have heard the words, “Tit for tat.  You hit my dog and I'll kill your cat.”  Children seek revenge.  A child may pull the hair of a little friend.  That friend turns around and may hit the culprit on the nose.  

          Adults frequently get revenge.  We see people waiting in line in a grocery store or post office until someone has the nerve to cut in front of another.  The ugly stares begin to surface, along with a few critical words.  If someone drives in front of us on the highway, we might momentarily want to ram our automobile into the other person’s car and teach that one an unforgettable lesson.  The dangerous revenge habit in driving has become common enough to get the name of “road rage.”  Unfortunately, the spirit of vengeance takes place in home and church.

Jesus and the disciples planned to go to Jerusalem through a Samaritan village  (Luke 9:51-56). Jesus asked James and John to go on ahead and find a place where they could spend the night.  The Samaritans and Jews despised one another.  When the people heard that some Jews wanted to spend a night in their village, they didn’t welcome them. 

James and John returned to Jesus and told their story.  Then the two who had been given the name sons of thunder asked Jesus if they could take revenge on the people of Samaria.  They remembered the story about Elijah who had called fire down on his enemies (2 Kings 1:9-16).  Since the Samaritans didn’t give the apostles a “red carpet welcome,” James and John  asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire come down from heaven and consume them?"  Jesus rebuked His disciples for their ugly attitude.  

Jesus answered the revenge-seeking disciples, saying that the Son of Man did not come to destroy life, but to save it.  He said His mission was to redeem.  Jesus led His disciples down the road to another village (Luke 9:56). 

           We can find alternatives to a bickering, fighting attitude.  We may leave the problem alone and overlook any mean-spirited action we may want to take in the fury of the moment.  We need to remember that our mission is one of salvation, not destruction.   In politics, religion, business, or the academic world some resort to firing the guys they don't like, and putting in their team - - the early attitude of the “sons of thunder.”
           One day when I had gone witnessing door to door, a man met me and didn’t show any sympathy to the preacher who stood before him.  That gentleman began to tell about the hypocrites in the church and other frailties and foibles among God’s people.  He even said that he doubted if there was a God.  What the man didn’t know was that I had a lot of  “fire in my bones.”  I fired back and told him know that he didn’t know what he was talking about!  A victory for Christ was not won that day.  Most of us learn that the way of wrath is not the way to woo and win others to faith in Christ.

At times we imagine that James and John and the other disciples were “saints at their zenith,” instead of being struggling people as we are.  They had to learn some basic lessons in life.  We still struggle with the same emotions the disciples had.  We must search and do what is the will of God in all the trying moments of life.  It is not so much the circumstances that determine our character.  The revelation of who we are comes from the response we make to life’s everyday activities.  Do we respond as Jesus did, or do we take on the vengeful spirit?  James offers us a useful lesson on how to react when pressures knock us to our knees.

III

We can have an intimate relationship with Jesus.  We remember that Peter, James, and John were within the inner circle of the followers of Jesus.  They were the in-group.  Jesus called all twelve that they might be with Him.  Perhaps for convenience sake, Jesus had three who walked with Him on some occasions when the others did not.  For instance, if someone is ill in a hospital, it is best that not more than one or two visitors enter the room at the same time.  A patient might be overwhelmed if ten or twelve people stalk in as though this were the “last hour” of the patient’s life and that all had come to say their “good byes.”  

          Jesus used wisdom as He dealt with people in “sacred moments.”  Let’s look at a few events where Jesus felt it best to take certain disciples with Him rather than the “whole gang.”   The others had to wait outside or keep their distance.

The daughter of a synagogue ruler became ill (Mark 5:22-43; Luke 8:49ff).  By the time Jesus arrived, the man's daughter had died.  Jesus said to the crowd that the child was not dead but sleeping.   Some laughed at Jesus, but He put them all outside, took the child's father and mother and His “inner circle” with Him, and went in where the child was.  Jesus took the child’s hand, saying, "Talitha cumi" which means, "Little girl, I say to you, arise."  The girl got up and walked to the amazement of everyone.  

On another occasion Jesus went to a mountain to pray (Matt. 17; Mark 9; Luke 9).  Jesus took Peter, James, and John with Him, leaving nine of His followers in the valley below.  Luke states that as “Jesus was praying, the appearance of His countenance was altered, and His raiment became dazzling white.  And behold, two men talked with Him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of the death of Jesus, which He was to accomplish at Jerusalem”(Luke 9:32). Moses and Elijah talked to Jesus about His coming death.  The disciples awakened to see the glory of the event.  They offered to build a place for Jesus, Elijah, and Moses on that very spot.  Jesus told them not to tell anyone about that spectacular event.

When Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray on the night before His crucifixion, He again left nine of the disciples behind and took Peter, James, and John with Him.  He said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go yonder and pray.”  Jesus let those three go with Him as He entered Gethsemane to pray (Matt. 26: 36-37).

All of us can be a part of the  “inner circle” as the followers of Jesus, without any fear of "barging in” on Jesus or anyone else.  We don’t have to be on an outer fringe.  Jesus longs for us to walk with Him.  He has room for everyone.  In fact, Jesus abides within us by the genius and grace and power of the Holy Spirit.  We are not intruding on anyone when we ask for a dynamic, intimate fellowship with Christ.  

The route to an “inner circle” relationship with Jesus calls for discipline.  We admit that we have sinned and come short of God’s glory.  The repentance experience brings about a change of attitude; it gives us a new direction or metanoia in life.  We admit that we are sinners by nature and by acts.  We believe that Jesus is the Savior, and we confess that He is our Savior.  This first multiple step is what we might call the ABC route:  admit, believe, and confess.

 We go beyond the initiation of the Christian life to be a part of the “company of the inner circle.”  We now experience the “agony and the ecstasy” of spending a few minutes (at least) every day reading and meditating upon the Bible.  One can read the Gospel of John or the Book of Proverbs to whet the appetite for more rich veins of truth. 

In my university years I became a member of an organization called “The Navigators,” which had its beginning with Dawson Trotman.  Those people led me on a route of memorizing hundreds of verses of Scripture that enriched. A good habit for any Christian is to memorize one or two verses of Scripture each week.

Those who want to live within Christ’s “inner circle” also learn that prayer is an essential part of the Christian life, too.  A simple acrostic that may help one start a life of prayer:   A.C.T.S.  (Keep this acrostic in mind by remembering the Book of Acts).  Let the letter A remind you of Adoration or praise; C stands for Confession of one’s sins; T is for Thanksgiving for God’s blessings; and S reminds us of Supplication for others and for self.  We learn and grow as we pray.  We need to say what the apostles voiced: “Lord, teach us to pray.”  All “inner circle” disciples spend time in God’s Word and pray.

Christ’s “inner circle” also witness for Him through “life and lip.”  Such passages as Daniel 12:3 and Proverbs 11:30 need to be memorized. The passage in Romans 12:1-2  states that we are to be consecrated to the Lord.  We are to “die to self” and allow Jesus to be in control of life (Galatians 2:20).  We ought to experience the Spirit-filled life that Paul mentioned in Ephesians 5:18.  Every Christian can live within the “inner circle,” if she or he walks the disciplinary route.  

 The director of an orphanage or children's home had been gone for a week.  During his absence a young girl had been added to the number of children who were there.  The girl had lost her parents in a fire and she had suffered horrible burns.  When the director returned, boys and girls ran to meet him.  One little girl stayed behind.  When the director saw her, he asked her why she stood far away.  She said  because of her burned hands and face she knew that he could not love her as he did the others.            

   The director took the young girl in his arms and hugged and kissed her, showing that he loved her as he did all the rest.  Jesus wants us to know that He loves us, no matter how many “scars and bruises” we have suffered.  We can have a close, personal fellowship with Jesus, even as “the famous trio” did. 

IV

We can keep looking to Jesus when we face tests and trials.  When Jesus finished the Memorial Meal with His disciples in an upper room, He walked across the Kedron Valley with eleven of the disciples.  Judas had gone to make his deal with the religious leaders.  

          As Jesus finished His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, a large number of chief priests and elders came to arrest Him.  "Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people." (Matt. 26:47; see also, Mark 14:48; Luke 22:47; John 18:3).  Judas kissed Jesus several times so there would be no mistake about his identity in the dark.  The religious leaders hurriedly grabbed Jesus and took Him back to the temple for His trial.  

            That night all the disciples "forsook Jesus, and fled" (Matt. 26:56; Mark 14:50).  When the test came, the disciples did not keep their focus on Jesus.  They made a quick exit from the Garden of Gethsemane, leaving Jesus in the hands of Judas and a large number of Jerusalem’s religious leaders.

Everyone will be tested.  What will we do at some big crossroads in life?  We need to stay in fellowship with Jesus when illness, financial difficulties, or death comes.  Some people may have a test that seems insurmountable with family problems.  A son or daughter may become addicted to drugs or alcohol.  Marriages break up.  A new work assignment may separate family members.  A war begins.  Earthquakes and floods hammer away at life.  When we face difficulties let us look to God who is our refuge.  

When life tumbles in on us, we ought not to “throw in the towel.”  The disciples failed a crucial test before the crucifixion of Jesus, but they passed the test later.  By God's grace you and I can make it, too.  

V

We can serve Jesus whatever the cost.  A Scripture that reminds us of our own “want list” is the one in which James and John asked  Jesus to let them be at His right and left side in glory.  He said to the two that they did not understand what they requested.  Jesus asked a question which applies to us, "Can you drink of the cup that I drink?  And be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?" (Mark 10:38).  The two answered yes to the question, even though they were not prepared to carry out the test of bitter suffering at that moment.  Later on they did drink of the cup of suffering.

James served Christ in a loyal and royal way until he died at the command of Herod (Acts 12:2).  The death of James took place in 43 or 44 A.D.  That apostle of the “inner circle” gave about twelve years of service to Jesus.  He served the Lord faithfully until his life came to an end.

An old Roman coin has on it the image of an ox.  In front of the ox is an image of an altar and a plow.  The altar indicates a place of sacrifice; the plow reminds one of service.  James was ready for both - - sacrifice and service.  What about service that demands our best?  God shows us today that the way to live is the way of service.  

VI

We can stay busy in the job of evangelism.  At the outset of His ministry, Jesus called on James among others to leave their nets and follow Him.  "They immediately left the ship and their father, and followed Him" (Matt. 4:21-22). What Jesus said about being fishers of men rang in the ears of James.  He became a real soul-winner.

One artist's depiction shows James with the gospels in one hand and a pilgrim's staff in the other.  He went forth as a traveling evangelist to tell the Good News of Jesus.  That is our task.  We need to focus upon this work.  The pastor is to be an evangelist.   Mothers and fathers need to win their sons and daughters to faith in Jesus.  Sunday school members introduce others to the Savior.  The "go" of the gospel is not a command limited to religious leaders.  The command is for every Christian.  Jesus called His disciples so that they would  bring forth much fruit (John 15:8).  The “plan of the ages” is that everyone be faithful in sharing the message of salvation.

Eusebius (d. 339 A.D.) recorded a story that had been told by Clement of Alexandria, North Africa (153-217 A.D.).  The story is about the trial and death of James.  The prosecutor during the trial heard the defense of James and his proclamation of who Jesus was and what He did.  During that trial the prosecutor made a surprising move as he declared his faith in Christ.  When James was sentenced to death, the prosecutor received the same sentence.  The two were led away from the courtroom.  As they were going to the place of execution, the prosecutor asked James to forgive him.  James embraced and kissed his one-time prosecutor and said, "Peace be to you." Soon they were both beheaded (Acts 12:2).  We don’t know how many people James won in his lifetime.  And yet, he accepted his evangelism assignment to witness.

Every Christian has an opportunity to invest life with God’s design in mind.  Let’s follow the pattern that the Bible traces through the life of the Apostle James.  A poem gives the challenge of God’s plan for everyone’s life.

God has a blueprint for my life,

Each part is drawn with care;

He knew my weakness and my strength,

And put them all in there.

He laid foundations, arc, and dome,

And planned each room and door;

He marked the sills and window frames,

And lined the roof and floor. 

If I should try some other plan,

I’d miss His wise design;

No temple strong and beautiful,

Would ever then be mine.

God is the Master Architect,

He builds both strong and grand;

I know His works, I walk His way,

And build as He has planned.

CHAPTER FOUR

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.     Matthew 10:2







                                                     

One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was lying close to the breast of Jesus.   



                             John 13:23

JOHN:  HOW TO BE USEFUL IN GOD'S KINGDOM

The name Niccolo Paganini is well known in Italy (d. 1840).  Italians remember Paganini as one of their great violinists.  Shortly before his death, he willed his priceless violin to his native city of Genoa, but placed one stipulation upon that gift.  The violin was to be housed in a glass case and never played again by anyone else.  A few years later when the violin was moved, termites had eaten much of the violin’s wood.  Unused, the wonderful violin had become a useless instrument. 

Life is like a violin.  We are to be active.  We cannot be set aside like plastic saints or come to a church building on Sundays to sit and never do anything.  God wants us to be useful instruments.  Jesus called His twelve apostles in order that they might be useful in His cause.  We find the keys to usefulness in the life of John.  Let’s look at some significant character traits in John’s life and try to include them in our own lives.
I

Useful people accept responsibility.  The word responsibility has the idea of "being able to respond."  Useful people are eager to do as well as to be. We do not drift or float aimlessly about.  We take on the job that is before us.

We have the responsibility of common duties.  John and his brother were working in their father's boat when Jesus passed by and saw them.  John was mending nets.  After a night of fishing in their boat, which was about twenty-two feet long and perhaps eight feet wide, they had to repair their fishing equipment (Matt. 4:21).  John did not say to his father, “You do this work.”  He did not shout to James or one of their hired men to do the work.  They all worked at ordinary, day-to-day tasks.

Not only did John repair broken nets, but he also cleaned those nets.  He helped keep the boats clean, as well. Fishing boats are not known for their fragrant odors.  Boats have to be washed down inside and out. John helped clean the fish that they  caught.  That’s not an easy job, either.  Then of course, they had to take the fish to markets in the towns around the Sea of Galilee.  That business didn’t lack for competition among the fishermen.  Those were daily, essential jobs that had to be done.  John was in a family of commercial fishermen, and their duties were multiple.  He accepted those responsibilities.

Common jobs are done every day.  Children, young people and adults have work to be done that is ordinary.  One day I tried to walk through the room of one of my grandchildren.  The mother must not have been in that place for a week! The room looked like “Tornado Alley.”  In fact, a town that’s been ripped apart by a horrific storm could not have been in a worse condition than my grandchild’s “hangout” -- books scattered, shoes, clothes, musical instruments, everything in disarray!  Wow!  Firemen could not have entered that “junk yard” without falling and later bringing a million-dollar lawsuit against the parents!  Parents need to their teach children the basics of “good housekeeping.”!  The big word is “responsibility.”  The useful person does not run from common duties.  Solomon wrote, "Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might" (Eccles.  9:10). 

 Sometimes we face extra duties. John inherited an unexpected job.  As he stood near the cross, Jesus looked at him and said, "Behold, your mother" (John 19:27).  Jesus gave John the responsibility of taking care of His mother, Mary.  Mary was probably the sister of Salome, the mother of John.  Some traditions state that John cared for his “Aunt Mary” in Jerusalem as well as Ephesus from about 66 A.D. until her death in that city. John remained faithful to his long, assigned task.

We often find extra work that we ought to accept without “quibbling.”  The beyond the call of duty work may be carried out in a day's time, or a week, or perhaps like John, the work is an ongoing assignment.  We must not run from that work.  We should not complain about it, but rather do that which needs to be done.  

Extra spiritual jobs may be on our agenda.  John became an important part of the Church in Jerusalem, one of the “church pillars” (Gal. 2:9).  We can take on jobs in Christ’s Church.  When we are responsible, we do whatever church job comes our way. We can be a pillar in some Sunday School class, some visitation effort, some ministry to those who are ill, or help in a number of ways those who have needs.  We can go to work.  When we are useful, we accept responsibility in home, church or community life.

II

Useful people love. John is remembered as the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:21). John mentioned love about eighty times in his five books.  He was saturated with the love of God.  If we want to be useful people, we must be believers who love.   

       Love helps us relate to others.  Take a glimpse into the family of John.  The Bible tells us that Zebedee was his father and Salome was his mother. James the Great was John's brother, and as far as we know, that was their family.  Every insight we have into that family indicates that they supported and loved each other.

          The Bible records words about the souls of David and Jonathan being “knit together”  (1 Samuel 18).   That is an expression indicating a close harmony or union.  They were knit together like a suit or quilt.  We are to love those of our family, our church, and the unsaved ones around us.  

           Jesus said that the unbelieving world would know that we are His disciples because of the love that we have for each other (John 13:34-35).  Christians relate well to one another because of Christ’s love in their hearts. 

Love reaches others.  Eusebius, an early Church bishop and historian (d. 339 A.D.), wrote a story that had been related by Polycarp, a disciple of John the Apostle.  As Eusebius wrote, when John was an old man he visited a church in Smyrna, near Ephesus. He saw a young, handsome man in the church.  John told an elder in the church that he gave him charge of that young man.  The elder invited the young fellow to live with him.  The convert was baptized, and received instruction in the Christian life.  As time passed the young man became acquainted with a rough gang of fellows and joined them in their devious deeds. 

A year later John returned to the church and asked the elder about the young man.  John was told that the young man had left the church and joined a band of robbers who lived in the mountains near Ephesus.  John asked for a guide and a horse.  They went in search of the young man who had become the captain of his fellow thugs.  

When the group was located, the young man saw the old apostle and tried to run away.  But John ran after him and appealed to him in the name of Christ to return to the Christian way of life.   That young man repented, left his gang and came back to the church.  According to tradition, that one-time rebel later became the pastor of that church. John's love led him to go after a member who had fallen into sin.

When we have the love of Christ in our hearts, we will reach out to others.  Every person is important, and the straying ones need to be reached.  Jesus asked,  "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, until he finds it?” (Luke 15:4).  When one person wanders away from a Bible study group, we need to go after that one. Just as a shepherd brought a wayward sheep back home, we can bring people to Jesus.  

Every church has a list of backsliders who have not been to church for months or maybe years.  Varied excuses are given for absenteeism. Some say they are too busy, or they don’t like the sermons.  Whatever the excuse, we need to reach the dropouts.  

Unsaved people need to be reached.  We have the command to go after them.  Love leads us to this kind of action.  Sunday School classes have members who can become part of an ongoing visitation program.  Leaders need to reach others.  We can enlist people through every group that is within the church. When we love, we go.  When we love others, we become useful.  

If we want a sweeping revival in churches and denominations, then we will start loving one another as well as the lost.  When people learn that the pastor, the Sunday School teachers, and all the church members love and care for one another, then people are more likely to have a desire to meet with us.  Love is a basic ingredient of church growth.  We will become useful when we begin to love others. 

III

When we are useful, we will be gracious and tolerant of others.  The name John means, “God is gracious.”  If we are filled with God’s loving kindness we will be kind, generous and tolerant of others.  “John-likeness” ought to be one of our identification marks. We don’t have to be stubborn-headed and clamor for our own way.  

        Many years ago I sat in our house and watched the cold rain and sleet fall.  As a ten-year-old boy I became fascinated while watching one of our mules and a billy goat under a walnut tree in the pasture.  Neither animal was happy with the other.  The goat had butted Ada, the mule.  The mule turned her rear end toward the goat and kicked at him.  The goat responded by getting up on his hind legs and coming down at the heels of the mule.  I don’t think that either of them came close to an apology.  They didn’t win a blue ribbon that day for being gracious to one another.  Without doubt, the goat had an aching head and the other animal had sore heels as they lived through the rest of that winter day.  

         It is interesting that John had to change his attitude about an unidentified person of his day. The ninth chapter of Mark and the ninth chapter of Luke tell the same story about John.  Jesus had given the apostles the job of preaching and healing the sick and casting out demons. One day John and his brother James saw a man casting out demons or evil spirits from a person.  That man had not been in the company of the apostles. John saw the man doing his work and became angry because he was not in their group.  John said to Jesus, "Master, we saw a man casting out demons and he is not with us.  We told him to stop!" (Luke 9:49; Mark 9:39).   Jesus said not to stop anyone from doing a work of God who may be in some other group.  A tough lesson for some of us to learn!

         All those who do God’s work ought to be allies, not enemies.  Even though we may serve God in different ways, we are pulling for the same cause. Sometimes those in specific denominations look with suspicious eyes at Christians in other denominations.  The Lutherans from the Missouri Synod may be jealous of those in the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Baptist groups may not like another part of Baptist life.  Pentecostal churches may not like to see one group out-do them. Jesus states that “those who are not against us are for us.”   The attitude of  “you gotta’ do it my way” needs to change, if we are to be useful in God’s enterprise.  Let’s applaud those who are involved in making the message of Christ known.  Let’s keep a Christ-like attitude. 

IV

We need to use our abilities and gifts that God has given us if we want to be useful. We need to discover our talents, develop them, and put them to good use.  If we don’t use our talents, we’ll lose them.  Anyone can make a list of non-spectacular, everyday gifts that we may put to use in God’s work.

      Consider the gift or talent of writing.  We learn to write early in life.  If you’ve not written a note to brag about someone or to encourage another, you need to try that.  The results may be astounding.

          One Wednesday night in the small town of Sanderson, Texas, I gave some paper from a yellow note pad to our  Bible study and prayer meeting group.  I told them about an inmate who has become a strong Christian in a Wisconsin prison.  When the group heard the challenge to “scribble” a brief note to “Ike,” several did.  Those notes along with a letter made its way to Ike within a few days. 

         About ten days later a letter came from Ike.  The card of thanks had these words: “Dear Pastor and church friends: Thank you for being so thoughtful.  Eleven letters in one!  That’s a record.  It was so kind of you all to write me.  I am thankful.  In Christ, Ike.”  Wow!  Isn’t that a great testimony from a prison inmate?

          In earlier years as a fisherman, John probably never dreamed that he had a gift of writing.  But look at him later.  The Gospel of John came from his heart and mind.  Then First, Second and Third John are in the lineup of great messages.  Finally, the thrilling book of Revelation came from the pen of John while he was a prisoner on the Isle of Patmos.  John put his talents to work.  He became useful to all succeeding generations.  He has set a shining example for us.

         Consider the gift or talent of singing.  We don’t know how much John the Apostle may have sung while a prisoner of Domitian in 95-96 A.D.  We do know, however, that he composed some “hymns of praise” that are in the book of Revelation.

       John Palm became a member of our church.  One Wednesday night I jokingly said at the beginning of the service, “John, do you want to start the time we have together tonight by singing?”  At that moment, he opened his mouth and impressive baritone music began pouring from his soul.  The folks applauded.  We had no idea that our 87-year-old friend could sing a note.

          Music directors or worship leaders need to utilize everyone possible in music.  Let the youth sing, let the senior adults sing, let special groups sing.  Even those without the musical talents can “make a joyful noise unto the Lord.”  Psalms 22:3 states that God inhabits the praises of his people. We have no better way to praise the Lord than in Christ-honoring, joy-filled, spiritual music. We don’t need worldly, Satanic music to saturate the minds of anyone!  Everyone ought to be filled with praises to the Lord.  

         Consider the talent of speaking good words to others.  We can build up others.  Words that edify and sanctify one another can be used.  Proverbs 25:11 states, “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.”  We can speak words that uplift the children or grandchildren.  We don’t need to rip apart people with words that condemn, but with words that change them.  Words are powerful instruments for good or for destruction.  Let’s use our tongues to encourage one another and glorify the Lord.  Useful people learn that their talents can be put to good use.  

V

We must be people of courage if we want to be useful.  Some have an idea that John was a soft, weak sort of man.  Fishermen and sailors and farmers and athletes are tough folks.  John knew what it was like to be on a ship during a storm.  He knew the rough and tumble life of fishermen who spent cold nights and hot days fishing.           

         For a few months John had followed John the Baptist in the wilderness, not an activity for a frail man.  Without doubt, John absorbed something of the boldness of the forerunner of Jesus.  Then he walked with Jesus three years and took on the tough life of the Son of God.  John learned to be a man of courage.   

After John and Peter witnessed the healing of a lame man at the temple, they preached about the crucified-resurrected Christ in the streets of Jerusalem.  The religious leaders gave the apostles orders to stop preaching, but they kept telling the “Jesus story.”  The "boldness of Peter and John" (Acts 4:13) amazed their critics.

Let’s look at another episode of courage that’s recorded in chapter seventeen of First Samuel:  the old, old story of  David and Goliath.  The Philistine and Hebrew armies faced one another.  Every day when they got ready to fight, Goliath shouted to the Hebrews to send anyone from their army to fight him.  He said that whoever lost in that hand-to-hand fight, that his people would become slaves of the winner. 

             During the time of the stalemate between the armies, David’s father sent him to get a report on the war.  When he arrived at the Hebrews’ camp, Goliath strutted out and again challenged anyone to fight him.  The entire Hebrew army trembled with fear.

          David heard the boasting of the arrogant, nine-foot tall Philistine and said that he would fight him.  King Saul told David that he was too young to face the giant.  David replied that he had killed a lion and a bear, and that he had no fear of Goliath. 

        As soon as King Saul gave the “boy from Bethlehem” permission to fight the giant, David picked up five stones and ran to confront him.  The Philistine saw the young shepherd lad and felt insulted.  He screamed out that he would kill David and feed his body to the birds and the wild beasts.

         David responded quickly to those threats, saying that he would kill him and give his body to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field.

        Within seconds, David hurled a stone from his slingshot that traveled like a bullet to the giant’s forehead.  The Philistine fell to the ground. David ran to him, took his sword, and cut off the giant’s head.  He won an unforgettable victory over Goliath and the Philistine army because he had godly courage.  If we are going to be useful in God’s cause, we need David-and John-like courage. 

          We need courage to live in ways that honor the Lord.  We live in a world where immorality in its most wicked ways is practiced.  A person needs courage to have a disciplined life, a life of integrity, of wholeness.  We need courage to be and do right.  Christians can stand up against the waves of evil that surround us.  We have courage as we remember that “Greater is He who is in us than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).

         When we witness, we need courage.  We can witness as we are filled by the Holy Spirit.   God gives courage that every Christian needs as that one responds to the challenge of “Go tell it on the mountains, that Jesus Christ is born.”

 If we follow Jesus as true disciples, we need spiritual courage.  John left his fishing business and became an apostle.  From that moment until he was about one hundred years of age, John continued to follow Christ.

An eighty-eight-year-old man who was not a Christian faced his final days of life.  A grandson began to witness to him.  The aged man opened his heart to Christ and was gloriously saved.  The grandson asked,   “Granddad, if you could live your life over, what would you do?”  The man said, “Johnny, if I could start over again, I would give my life to Jesus at an early age and not miss all the years I have lost of not living for Him.”

If we want to be useful in God's cause, today is the time to begin. You and I can tell the Lord that we are committing our lives to Him.  From this moment forward we can be “sold out” to Jesus.  Shall we do it - - now?

CHAPTER FIVE

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 






                    Matthew 10:2

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And he found Philip and said to him, Follow me.  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see.


John 1:43-46

PHILIP:  GREAT DISCOVERIES WE CAN MAKE

Scientists in March of 1998 found a young galaxy that is several million light years farther in space than any previously known.  Now we add one more galaxy to those star clusters beyond our Milky Way.  In October of 1997, NASA’s space scientists with the Hubble Space Telescope located a previously unknown star in the universe.  They call it Pistol Star because of the gas cloud around it in the shape of a pistol.  They say this is the biggest and brightest star in the universe.

Pistol Star is ten million times more powerful than our sun.  The distance across that star is two hundred million miles.  

In the world that has come of age with countless discoveries, we may feel that we cannot do anything of importance.  We feel overwhelmed with what has happened and may not try to initiate anything new.  We can learn from the Apostle Philip that fresh discoveries can be made.  We can make important spiritual discoveries.  Let’s do it.
I

We can discover that Jesus searches for every person.  The text states that Jesus "found Philip, and said to him, follow me" (John 1:43). Some may feel that they have found the Savior.  And yet, it is God who finds us.  "We love Him because He first loved us" (I John 4:19).   The truth of the “Divine Initiative” runs throughout the Bible.

Jesus searches for us whatever our geographical location may be.  He found Philip in Bethsaida, a tiny fishing village located on the shore of the Sea of Galilee not far from Capernaum.  Jesus had harsh words to say about the people in that place.  He said, "Woe unto you...Bethsaida!  For if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes" (Matt. 11:21).  And yet, from that place Jesus found one who responded to His invitation.           We may live in a small town or a large city; we may be in the midst of a wicked, vicious city.  We may have been born in a foreign country.  The truth is that Jesus knows about us and finds us where ever we are.

The first of God’s creation tried to hide in the Garden of Eden.  The Lord knew their whereabouts.  He knows where we are, too.  The Lord sees us.  He searches for us because He wants us to follow Him.  

Jesus searches for us in our particular spiritual condition.  When Jesus met Philip, that man had been reading the Hebrew Scripture.  He longed for the Messiah.  He told his friend Nathanael that he had found Him of whom Moses and the prophets had written.  Philip had read the books of law, Genesis through Deuteronomy.  He had read of the prophets and the Psalms.  God had put a spiritual longing in his heart for salvation.  The Lord does not have a hard job convincing a person to believe on Him when that one has been reading the Bible and knows that he or she needs salvation.

Some people have not heard the story of the Messiah.  Many live in a spiritual wilderness.  They may not understand that hundreds of years before Christ came, God promised through His Word that He would send the Messiah, the Savior.  The long-awaited Christ has come, but many have not realized the significance of “Christmas,” God’s coming in human flesh as the Savior.  However, our geographical or our spiritual location does not keep Jesus from finding us.  When a person invites Jesus to be his or her Savior, Jesus enters and lives in that one’s life.

Sir James Simpson lived in Scotland.  As professor at the University of Edinburgh, he attained fame as a physician and archeologist.  One day someone asked him what he thought was his great discovery.  Dr. Simpson said, “On Christmas day when I was fifty-four years of age I learned that Jesus is the Savior, and He saved me.”  Everyone can make this discovery and respond to the invitation to follow Jesus. 
II

We can discover that Jesus is able to do a supernatural work where we are.  Many times we think that because of our “predicament,”  Jesus is not able to help us.  Jesus can do something in another place, in another town, in another person, “but not in me.”  We feel that He has to pass us by.  We know that Jesus did mighty works while here upon earth.  We read with amazement some of those happenings in the Scriptures.  We think of the “far away and the long ago,” but what about us here and now?  The eternal Christ breaks through all barriers to help us, if we simply ask Him.

John tells the miraculous story of Jesus feeding five thousand men, women and children (John 6).   That event took place on the east side of the Sea of Galilee,  opposite from Galilee.  They came near to a second Bethsaida that adjoined a desert area (Philip was of Bethsaida of Galilee on the western side of the sea, not the eastern side where Jesus had gone).  Multitudes of people had followed Jesus when He crossed that lake that was seven miles wide and fourteen miles long.  The Savior had gone into a desert area and saw the crowd of people.            

Jesus asked Philip a question.  Realizing they were far from  “shopping centers” and “grocery stores,”  Jesus asked Philip “Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?" (John 6:5).  Philip made a quick calculation.  He said that about fifty dollars’ worth of bread would not be enough to feed the people.  Perhaps the apostles in their common purse carried that amount of money.  The hungry multitudes needed to eat.  What could they do?  The disciples stood helpless around Jesus.  

Andrew spoke.  "A boy is here who has two small fish and some bread.  However, we know that a boy’s lunch is not enough for this crowd of people!" What could they do?

Jesus handles every critical moment that goes beyond man's resources.  He put the disciples to work.  He asked that the people sit in groups of fifty.  Then the Savior divided the bread and fish into twelve equal stacks and let the disciples begin the distribution.  As they handed out the food, the bread supply and the fish supply continued undiminished.  When the banquet had come to a close, Jesus told the disciples to gather up the fragments.  Each disciple had a basket full of bread and fish to take home for himself or some neighbor.

God can do the impossible!  The Bible states that God is able to do "exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us" (Ephesians 3:20).   God is not limited.   He is the God of miracle and might.  Can we trust Jesus where we are today?   Can He meet our needs?  Many more questions need to be asked and answered from the divine viewpoint.  Yes, our God is able!

A fabulously interesting story appears in the tenth chapter of Joshua.  Five nations came against the king of the Gibeonites.  The Gibeonites appealed to Joshua to help them.  Joshua responded with God's assurance of victory.  As the Hebrews fought the enemy forces and began to win the battles, the day was about to come to a close.  Enemy forces were nearby.  Joshua, by faith, spoke to the Sun and the Moon and asked that the sun not go down, and for the moon to stay in its place.  He was not disappointed, because the sun and the moon did not move for one entire day. "There was no day like that before or after it" (Joshua 10:14).  God took care of that need for His people.

Do you have a bigger need than five thousand hungry men do in a desert where no one has enough food to stop their hunger pangs?  What about the wives and children who enlarged that group to ten or fifteen thousand?   Can God still do the impossible?  Is Christ of the “two fish and five loaves” present by His Spirit in the world now?  These questions are asked to be answered with “Yes, the Supernatural God is able.” 

We all stand in need of miracles, don't we?  Some of us face family problems.  The wife or husband may be unfaithful or may have died, or one might have deserted the family.  The children may need food, clothes or money for school.  Health problems may be faced.  Loneliness sets in and hangs heavily over the heads of many.  What can be done?  One song states the words for our precise moments: Take your burdens to the Lord, and leave them there.  Jesus can handle that which is beyond our ability to solve.

This kind of life-inspiring faith does not ask us to take risks that are beyond God's will for life.  Jesus taught the practical solutions to life's needs as well as demonstrating supernatural answers to our dilemmas.  Jesus says that the one who builds a tower, or the king who goes to war, first "counts the cost" (Luke 14:28-33).  We should keep the practical and the supernatural in view.

Let us keep in mind that Jesus often does the supernatural by using the natural that is around us.  He may satisfy the hungry with someone's fish and bread.  He may build centers for healing and teaching as many give.  A little boy has what Jesus needs.  That lad may be you and he may be me.  It may be all of us together.  We give to the Lord what we have, and Jesus takes it, multiplies it, and blesses multitudes. 

III

We may discover that every Christian can win others to faith in Christ.  When the word about witnessing and winning others to Jesus is mentioned, some are afraid and want to hide.  We feel that witnessing is for the spiritually elite: that it is the job of an evangelist, not for the ordinary Christian.  And yet, let’s look at the story of Philip.  

Everyone has a personal, unique opportunity to witness.   We may  even “go it alone” without others to go with us.  As soon as Philip met Jesus, he rushed back to tell his friend Nathanael about the great discovery.  Actually, Philip said, "We have found him," (v. 45) when in reality Jesus had looked for and found Philip.  The story is interesting.  Nathanael began a protest-against-Jesus question by asking if anything good could come from a place that had not even been mentioned in the Bible.  Philip gave the right answer.  He said, "Come and see" (v. 46).  A personal account of Philip’s own excitement caused Nathanael to run to meet the Messiah, too.

When we served as missionaries in Argentina, I served as pastor of a new mission and kept up a busy schedule of witnessing via nighttime movies.  For weeks at a time I would show pictures of the life of Jesus and other Bible personalities one or two times a night.  The Jeep station wagon became my Gospel Wagon.  I hooked up a public address system to the battery on the vehicle, plugged in the movie equipment at someone's house, and let the Bible characters come to life, moving around to different sites each night.  Halfway through the movie I would preach to crowds of fifty, one hundred, and sometimes as many as two and three hundred people.  Gospel tracts by the thousands were made available through the “New Testament Pocket League,” a terrific missionary people!  If we want to witness, we can do it.

Some ask how we approach others in the matter of witnessing.  We do not talk about the church, or about someone who started a new religion.  We do not introduce people to a set of rules that they must try to keep.  We simply tell the spiritually lost about Jesus and we want them to trust this life-giving Savior, too.

We do not need a certain level of education or culture to be a witness for Jesus.  We recall the story of the "woman at the well" (John 4:4-30). She had been married five times, and then was on a “trial tangle” with a sixth man.  She came from a mixed race of people.  It is possible that the woman did not know how to read or write.  But she met Jesus and rushed back to her Samaritan village and brought hundreds of people to meet the Savior (John 4:30).  She told everyone in her town about Jesus, and said, “Come and see!”  We don’t have to make witnessing a complicated set of rules.  Jesus changes our lives, and we tell what He has done for us.

We have a plural opportunity to witness.  That is, we can go with someone else and tell about Jesus.  Philip did that.  Some Grecians wanted to see Jesus (John 12:20-22).  Grecians were Hebrews or Jews who lived outside Palestine and had adopted the customs and culture of the Greek world; they had adopted Grecian customs or had become “hellenized,” even though many continued to use their Hebrew language.  They were on their way to Jerusalem for the Jewish Passover celebration.  (James S. Stewart of Scotland explains about the Hebrews called Grecians in his book, A Man In Christ).  

The Grecians approached Philip about an interview with Jesus.  They said, "Sir, we want to see Jesus" (John 12:21).  Philip did not feel adequate for the job.  He called Andrew to help him.  When we do not know what to say to others who need the Savior, we can call in some nearby resource.  We can ask another believer to help us.

When Christians hesitate to witness, there is an answer: ask one or two others to go along and help. If we do not know how to talk to an elementary school principal, we can get a friend to go with us.  If we do not know how to witness to a doctor, we can ask a Christian physician or nurse to come along with us.   We can find help if we want to.

We need to know the value of two-by-two witnessing.  Jesus sent out the Seventy, and they traveled throughout Israel telling others that the Messiah had come (Luke 10:1).  One of the big opportunities any of us has is by this same method.  We don’t have to go alone.  Of course, the Lord sends people on solitary missions at times.  The Lord used Philip, a deacon of Acts chapter 8 (not the apostle), to win an Ethiopian in a desert area. Thus, personal witnessing or sharing “one on one” is a great way to tell about Jesus.  And yet, we can go with one or two others on a “Mission for the Master.”

Four people took a paralyzed man to see Jesus when He was in a home in Capernaum,  most likely the home of Simon Peter.  They could not get near Jesus because of the crowd, so they removed a part of the roof of that building. They lowered the paralytic man on a “stretcher” into the large room where Jesus was speaking (Mark 2:2-5).  When Jesus saw their faith, He healed the paralytic.  One man could not do the job alone.  Two could have taken the man to Jesus.  In that case, a quartet did the job.  

My wife, Dovie Jean (now deceased), would get a group of young people to go in two or three cars for visits, and they had great success.  We can make the discovery of witnessing with others.

Nalla Thomas served for many years as pastor of the Centenary Baptist Church of Secunderabad, India (A.P.).  Eight or ten different groups leave his church in a van on different days every week.  They go to surrounding towns and preach the gospel.  They go out "with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads" (Isaiah 35:10) and return with victory stories.  The church has an attendance of about one thousand five hundred each Sunday because of the combined witness of many people.

As we give financially for genuine mission causes, those gifts make possible a church-wide witness.  Churches witness by radio and television, by gospel tracts and Bibles, and they send missionaries to the last frontiers of the earth.  

         A few revolutionary questions may be asked and answered.  If more of the money that churches use to construct larger buildings would go to grass-root mission causes, would that bring about a new day in missions?  If denominations and mission headquarters did not spend multiplied millions to enlarge their facilities, could some of that money be used more effectively in other ways?  If missionaries would become like the apostles and enter new mission territory, would this make a difference?  If more pastors witnessed effectively and would lead their people to tell the old, old story, rather than being cooped up in offices all day, would a spiritual renewal take place around us?  If some mission money would be directed to the mission field to help national pastors and other workers (who live on less than a subsistence income), would this help reach the masses with the gospel? 

           Mission organizations sometimes become gridlocked and stay in conflict over power, control and money.  The lost world is waiting for the gospel of Jesus.  What are we doing with our time, talents and treasure?  Of course, many in Christendom have become living witnesses and are reaching out to a lost world.  Hundreds of churches as well as mission groups and individuals are making an impact on mission fields all over the world.  Every Christian needs to discover that all of God’s people ought to witness, that we can be transformed into effective messengers of Christ our Savior. 

IV

We may discover that when we have Jesus, we have God.  One of the astounding revelations of Scripture and Christian experience is this one: Jesus is man and He also is God in human flesh, now glorified.  Jesus is one hundred percent God and one hundred percent man.  He is the God-man.  The Bible states that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself”  (2 Corinthians 5:19).

         Philip, along with the other apostles, had been with Jesus about three years.  The end of their time with the Lord was drawing near, as chapter fourteen of the Gospel of John 14 makes clear.   Jesus had talked about His own death in the previous chapter of John.  They had observed the Memorial Supper. Jesus told the group about the Father's House.  Jesus spoke of "one Father's house," not two or three heavens and other planets where people go in eternity.  Jesus said that people have one way to heaven, and that is through Him (John 14:6). 

          Philip felt ecstatic with all that spiritual talk.  He wanted to shout,  “Jesus!  We have almost arrived. Just draw back the curtains of eternity and show us God, and we are going to be satisfied!"

           Philip’s question about letting them see God didn’t take Jesus by surprise (John 14:8).  He said to Philip, "You have been with me.  If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.  Believe me.  I am in the Father and the Father is in me" (John 14:9-10).  We need to let those words sink deep into our minds and hearts.  If we have Jesus, we have God.  Jesus is God incarnate;  He is God in human flesh.  If we know one, we know the other.  Jesus said, "I and my Father are one" (John 10:30).  To see Jesus is to see God, because Jesus is God the Son. We see God's holiness, righteousness, wrath, forgiveness, joy, patience, compassion, suffering, wisdom, and life in Jesus.    

Philip heard those important truths the night before Christ’s crucifixion.  What Jesus taught His followers a few hours before His death is “mind-boggling.”  Everyone needs to read and ponder those profound truths of chapters 13 through 17 of John’s gospel.  

The “Grand Rising” of Jesus and the subsequent events of Pentecost helped propel Philip into unabated service in God’s far-flung kingdom work.  He most likely suffered martyrdom in Hierapolis of Asia Minor near Ephesus.  He made vital discoveries that we also need to make.  Let’s make a few discoveries that the Apostle Philip made without delaying any longer.  What is your response going to be?

CHAPTER SIX

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.   



 



      Matthew 10:2

Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Nathanael said to him, Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Philip said to him, Come and see.  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!  Nathanael said to him, How do you know me? Jesus answered him, Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.  Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!  Jesus answered him, Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things than these.  And he said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 





                             John 1:45-51

BARTHOLOMEW OR NATHANAEL: MAN’S GREATEST JOURNEY

More than five hundred years ago Columbus and his crew of forty-two men made an amazing trip across the Atlantic Ocean to America.  Every person knows the story of that discovery which changed world history.               

 In July of 1969 the Apollo spacecraft with three men aboard made a trip of 240,000 miles from the earth to the moon.  Two of the men walked on the moon's surface.  The crew remained there for twenty-one hours before making the three-day journey back to the earth.  That incredible journey is forever inscribed in history books.

Chapter one of John gives the story of two men who made a trip to see Jesus.  Jesus had found Philip a couple of days before.  Philip immediately wanted to take his friend Nathanel to meet Jesus.  We have already become acquainted with Philip, but who was Nathanael?

The first three gospels give Nathanael's name as Bartholomew or "the son of Tolome" (Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14).  In the account given in chapter one of John, Nathanael's name is given.  Bartholomew or Nathanael is the name of the same individual with a double name: Nathanael Bartholomew.  

Nathanael had doubts about Jesus when Philip told him of Jesus. And yet, he walked with Philip from Cana to Nazareth and met Jesus.  When we go to Jesus we make the greatest journey that anyone can ever make.       

Two truths about Nathanael  stand out in these verses.  One is that a person may think that meeting Jesus is not worth his or her time. Another fact is that when a person receives Jesus as Savior then that one has certainty that Jesus is the Messiah.

I

It is possible to have doubts about Jesus.  Some doubt Jesus and refuse to believe on Him for various reasons.  

      A person may have doubts about Jesus because of prejudice.  When Philip told Nathanael that he had found the Old Testament promised Messiah, Nathanael asked, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" (John 1:41).

Nathanael lived in Cana of Galilee (John 21:2).  Jesus grew up in Nazareth, which was four miles away from Nathanael’s birthplace.  Nazareth probably had about two or three hundred residents and was regarded as an insignificant spot along a major highway.  The town did not have its name in the Old Testament or in the writings of Josephus.  Big cities like Rome, Jerusalem, Athens or Tarsus were known as birthplaces of notable leaders.  What person of greatness could come from a town like Nazareth?  Additionally, that village was made up mostly of Gentiles and it was seventy miles north of Jerusalem, the Jewish capitol.  Therefore, Nathanael had an immediate prejudice against Jesus because He was a “Nazarene.”

Nazareth didn’t welcome Jesus when He began His ministry in their local synagogue.  The religious leaders tried to kill Jesus by throwing him off a rocky hill after He announced that He was the Messiah (Luke 4:28-30).  Jesus left Nazareth never to return there to live.  Capernaum became His new home. And yet, the relationship which Jesus had with Nazareth is given twenty-nine times in the New Testament.  Pilate had an inscription placed on the cross which read, "Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews" (John 19:19).  That inscription was meant to insult Jesus, not to praise Him.  

The religious critics of Jesus tried to prove that He could not have been the Messiah because He was a Nazarene.  Once when Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit (John 7:37-41), many said that He was the promised Messiah.  Others argued, “Search, and look: for no prophet comes out of Galilee” (John 7:52).  However, the critics overlooked the fact that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, as the prophets had said.  He simply grew up in Nazareth of Galilee. 

Many years ago a man by the name of George Washington Carver received a job to teach at Tuskeegee Institute in Alabama.   He experimented with genetics in his laboratory, and gave numerous products from the potato and peanut.  The legislature of Alabama invited Mr. Carver to visit them and talk about his work.  When he did, the men of that body sat in amazement as Mr. Carver spoke; he was a Black man and they didn’t expect him to have anything of real value to share with them.  Soon George Washington Carver received an invitation to go to Washington and speak before the U.S. Congress.  The day had been a busy one for the Congress.  The program allotted Carver ten minutes for a demonstration at 4:50 p.m. - - ten minutes before adjournment.  

Mr. Carver opened his suitcase and began to take out samples of what he had done.  As he began to speak, Congressional leaders sat spellbound.  After ten minutes, when he prepared to conclude, they said, “Keep speaking.”  After a half-hour, he prepared to end his lecture, and they said, “Keep speaking.”  For an hour and a half, George Washington Carver thrilled the people with what he had to share.  Their prejudices faded away under the awesome demonstrations that Mr. Carver made. 

Nathanael did not think he had any time to “throw away” with Jesus when Philip said, "Come and see."  Within a few seconds his doubts about Jesus vanished.  When we go to Christ we also will find that He is worthy of our allegiance.  People may have tons of reservations about Jesus because of prejudice, but time spent in His presence takes away those doubts about the greatness, the grandeur of the Son of God.

         Some people have prejudices against Christ and the Church today.  Some may say, “We can't go there.  Hypocrites are in that church!”   A few think, “All they want is our money.” Some declare, “Oh, they have too many troubles in their denomination and I have enough problems of my own.”  Yes, prejudices are as real today as they were two thousand years ago.   

We can answer a person who has prejudices.  We can say as Philip said earlier, “Come and see” (John 1:39, 46). We can not debate issues and persuade people. We can say, “Look, you can hear the greatest music this side of heaven in our Church.”  Another can say, “We have a heart-warming fellowship. We pray for one another. We try to glorify the Lord in our Church.”  Yes, we can experience God in church, and let prejudices melt away.

A person may have doubts about Jesus because of ignorance of the Scriptures.  The Bible is a “Jesus Book.”  Philip declared to his friend Nathanael, "We have found Him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph" (John 1:45).  The intent of the Scriptures is to bring a person to a definite knowledge and trust in Jesus as the Messiah.  Christ fulfills the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah.  From Genesis to Malachi one may find the Christ.

A Black man in Africa was reading the Bible one day as he sat in a park. A white man came by and asked him what he was reading.  The answer came back, “Sir, I am reading the Bible, God’s Word.”  The fellow told him that where he had come folks no longer read the Bible.  The Black Christian answered, “My friend, if my people had not believed God’s Word we would be eating you today.”  Ignorance of the Scriptures causes many to have doubts about Jesus.

The Apostle Paul faced the problem of bringing people to faith in his day.  Paul wrote that unbelievers do not receive the things of God because they are foolishness unto him (1 Cor. 2:13).   The natural man cannot understand the Scriptures because they are only understood as the Holy Spirit teaches one the truth (I Cor. 2:14).

Nathanael was reading the Old Testament Scriptures in his favorite spot beneath a fig tree, but he did not see Jesus until his spiritual eyes became open.  We must believe, too.  "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God" (Romans 10:13).  Doubts about Jesus vanish when we accept God’s Word.  The Spirit of God wants to open the mind of everyone to the truth of Jesus throughout the Bible.

A person may have doubts about Jesus if that one is not ready for a new way of life, a real conversion.  Nathanael had a change of heart the moment he walked into the presence of Jesus.  God can make us new creatures in Christ when we believe (2 Cor. 5:17). The non-Christian is called upon to accept Christ and be “born again.”  The immoral person must change his ways. The Bible says that "no unclean or immoral person" can go to heaven (Rev. 21:8).  God calls us to repentance and faith.  He appeals to us to have a moral regeneration.  Doubts go away as we become new in Christ. 

II

It is imperative that we trust and receive Jesus as Savior.  If we are serious about the matter of an eternal, never-ending life, we may find plenty of reasons why we must go the “Jesus way.”   

         One basic reason for believing in Jesus is that He is the world’s only Savior.  There is no other person nor any other way to everlasting life except in and through Jesus.   He is the unique Son of God.  None of the religions of the world offers man redemption.  They give moral teachings, but they don’t have a Savior. Major religious movements across the centuries have had founders and leaders, but they don’t have the “God-Man” to impart life to them.  No other person except Jesus is the “world Redeemer.” 

       The first five books of the Bible tell about Jesus as Savior.  Genesis 3:15 gives God's first promise of Jesus.  That Scripture became the hope of Adam and Eve after their expulsion from the Garden of Eden.  Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures we can find prophecies of Jesus.  Isaiah 7:14 told of the Savior who would be born of a virgin.  That prophesy has been fulfilled.  Isaiah 9:6 declared that the one born of a virgin would be “the mighty God, the everlasting Father.”  Jesus and the Father are one!  Isaiah wrote that the name of the promised Savior would be “Wonderful Counselor.”  Jesus counseled people from every level of life: the rich and poor, the religious and non-religious, the morally upright and the ones who had made a “mess out of life.”   

          Isaiah 53 describes the awful, cruel death of the Messiah who would take the sins of mankind upon Himself.  That same chapter makes clear the truth of the resurrection of Jesus.  Micah 5:2 states the “eternality” of Christ, even though some try to remove the words about Christ’s eternal nature from that text.  Other Hebrew Scriptures in the Psalms and in the Prophets give undeniable “word pictures" of Jesus.      

           An honesty scrutiny of the Old Testament shows that Jesus and the prophecies about Him “match up.”  The eternal Word became flesh, lived on the earth for thirty-three years, suffered and died on an old rugged cross, and came to life again as the immortal Savior. The Old Testament tells this story of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.   

            John 20:31 declares that the entire life and ministry of Jesus shows Him to be the Messiah, the long-awaited Redeemer.  John wrote that if all that Jesus both said and did were written in books that it would be impossible to tell the entire story.  When anyone receives Jesus as Savior that one has the certainty that she or he has come to the one and only source of life everlasting.  

        The godly lives of Christians become a strong influence to point others to Christ.   Fortunately, Nathanael had a friend named Philip who had met Jesus.  That meeting made such an impression upon Philip that he said to Nathanael, "We have found the Messiah...Come and see."

The power of the influence of Christians upon unbelievers is staggering.  For instance, the New Testament mentions forty cases of people being healed by Jesus.  In all except six of those cases, friends took those ill people to Jesus.  

Chapter two of the Gospel of Mark tells of four men who took a paralyzed man to Jesus. Those who need the Savior may not know how to trust Him.  They may not know what to do.  Someone who has met Jesus needs to point the way.  All Christians need to take their friends to Jesus.  Andrew took Simon Peter, his brother to Jesus.  Philip led Nathanael to Christ.  Since we know Jesus as Savior, we need to lead others to Him, too. The question is, “Are we doing it?”

A six-year-old boy in a church where I served met an eighty-year-old lady.  The boy’s dad did construction work on the lady’s house.  That elderly lady gave the boy a present, and he felt that she had become his special friend.  The boy's mother was helping her son learn the Scripture that says we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. His mother asked him, “Now how can you show the lady that you love her?”  He asked if he could hug her neck.  The mother said that would be all right, but maybe he could do something else, too.  When the young boy asked what he could do, the mother said, “Tell the lady that you have trusted Jesus and He lives in your heart.” The boy looked worried for a moment and said, “Oh Mom, I would be too embarrassed to do that.”  

That's our problem, isn’t it?  And yet, here’s our opportunity.  We can never have a bigger mission in life than to witness to others.  We can talk about Jesus.  We talk about sporting events and chocolate pie and the weather.  However, when people start talking about Jesus, some of us become embarrassed.  Some people may suggest to us that it’s not “good manners” to talk about religion or politics.  But talking about Jesus is not talking about religion; it’s talking about a personal relationship with God.  Jesus ought to be our frequent topic of conversation.  The Holy Spirit is present in our lives to give us freedom and joy to share the simple yet profound message of Jesus.

In the Old Testament we read a story about a Syrian army that surrounded God’s people in the city of Samaria.  After several days those on the inside of the city had begun to die of starvation.  Four lepers who had rushed inside the city to get out of the way of the Syrians said, “We're going to die here.  Let's go outside the city and go into the camp of the Syrians.  If they give us something to eat, we can live.  We're dying here anyway!”           The lepers walked out of the city to the army camp of the enemy and found that the Syrians had gone because God had frightened them away.  The lepers began to eat and recover strength.  One finally said that they needed to go tell everyone else that the Syrians had gone and that enough food was outside the city for everyone where the enemy soldiers had camped.  One leper said, “This is a day of good tidings and we hold our peace.” (2 Kings 7:9).  The Hebrews did not believe the lepers’ story at first, but finally they went to the Syrian camp and found their needs met.   

We need to do as the lepers did and tell the story of Jesus.  We find that Jesus gives us what we need.   He forgives our sins and gives us a new start.  He lets us have freedom that we’ve never known before.  People will believe in Jesus as we go to them with the words “come and see” what God offers to us.

We may believe in Jesus because He knows all about us.  Nathanael had the surprise of his life as Jesus talked to him about his own personal life.  Jesus knows us, too.  We cannot hide a thing from Him.    

Jesus knows our past.  Nathanael heard Jesus say, "Before Philip called you, when you were under a fig tree, I saw you" (John 1:48). That soon-to-be apostle could hardly believe what he was hearing.  Jesus saw the man under the shade of a fig tree when no one else could see him.  Under the fig tree signified a place of mediation and prayer.  The small one or two room houses of that day were occupied and noisy.  Very often a fig tree in the backyard afforded shade and a place that was quiet.  Nathanael had gone outside his house, and he was meditating about God and the Scriptures.  And while he was thinking about the coming Redeemer, Jesus saw him from a distance.

The Lord knows about us, too.  He knows where we have been, what we have been doing, and all the secrets we have.  We may hide some acts and thoughts from others, but Christ knows what has always taken place in our lives - - the good and the bad.  Fortunetellers can’t tell us what we did yesterday or what we were doing a year ago. Their pretensions about knowledge of our acts are false claims.  But the Lord knows our past.  We cannot hide anything from Him.

Jesus knows our present.  He said to Nathanael, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" (v.47).  At that moment Jesus did not see any deception or fraud in Nathanael.  The reference to guile goes back to the time when Jacob deceived Esau and stole his birthright.  Jesus said, “I see no Jacob in this man!”  That statement did not mean that Nathanael was perfect.  It meant that he did not have any strategy to deceive God or man.  He was a man of truth, of integrity.

Jesus knows us right now.  We need to imitate Nathanael and be honest with God and with each other.  We need to be “Promise Keepers.”  Husbands and wives need to be honest and true to one another. We don’t have to be deceitful, unfaithful, or untrue.    Everyone needs character.  Integrity is the word for all time. We can trust Jesus because He knows us now.

One day as a well-dressed man stepped off a subway train in New York, a young lady rushed up to him, grabbed him, and said, “Oh, Daddy!  I'm glad you're back.”  Then she screamed and said, “Oh, no!  You're not my daddy!”  The man held on to her as he said, “Yes, you are my long-lost daughter!”  And he held her until a policeman came and gave him back his wristwatch and billfold that she had stripped from him.  Deception goes on all around us.  But Jesus knows when we are guilty as well as when we are without guile.  

Jesus can cleanse us and make us honest.  We don’t have to be crooked and deceptive.  That kind of life ruins anyone.  A man or woman or a young person can be honest in every kind of relationship with each other.  Jesus sees the heart that longs for a new start and He  gives power for an upright, godly life.

Jesus knows our future. The text in John 1:51 about "seeing heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man" reminds us of God’s presence with Jacob. He saw angels going back and forth on a ladder that stretched from heaven to earth. When we trust the Lord, heaven opens up for us.  Earth and heaven become united.  Jesus is God's "Ladder to Heaven."  He takes God by one hand and man with the other and brings us together.  We can have the certainty as Nathanael did that Jesus is the Messiah.  He is the Son of God.  He is the King of Israel.  He is personal Savior and Lord.

It is imperative that we push away our doubts about Jesus and receive Him as Savior and Friend.  Jesus gives eternal life to all that receive him as Savior.  He gives us satisfaction in our personal relationship with God.   

The greatest journey that anyone can make is the one that leads to personal faith in Jesus Christ.  Better than going to Hong Kong, Cairo, or San Francisco is the journey to Jesus.  The invitation is open for everyone to have that destiny-determining encounter with the Savior.  Let’s not miss it.

CHAPTER SEVEN

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother. 






                  Matthew 10:2

As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at he tax office; and he said to him, follows me. And he rose and followed him. And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?  But when he heard it, he said, those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, I desire mercy, and not sacrifice. For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.  Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?  






           

                                                                                                          Matthew 9:9-14   

MATTHEW:  CHRIST’S AMAZING INVITATION

One of today’s paintings that represents Jesus is entitled “The Light of the World.”  Holman Hunt (d. 1910), a pre-Raphaelite painter, presents Jesus at an ivy-covered, wooden door.  Night has come, and a light is shining on the house with the front door closed.  In the painting, Jesus stands at the door and knocks.  He does not go in because the door is latched, and someone inside must open the door to let Jesus in.  We can easily interpret that picture.   Jesus stands at our door and knocks.  We invite Jesus into our lives, or we tell Him to go away.

The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke tell the story of the conversion of Matthew.  Jesus had started His healing and teaching ministry in the city of Capernaum.  In fact, He made that city on the Sea of Galilee His “headquarters” while working in the province of Galilee.  Also, that was the city where Matthew lived and worked.  

As Jesus walked down the road in Capernaum, He saw Matthew sitting at a tax collector’s desk or booth.  Jesus called Matthew to follow Him.  That tax collector left his work and joined Jesus and the other apostles.  He accepted the invitation to follow Jesus.  Notice two truths about the invitation that Jesus gives.  First, every person may respond to the invitation. Second, when we respond to the call of Jesus we are going to see unbelievable results in our lives. 

I

Jesus wants every person to respond to His invitation.  We may believe in Him.  We can accept Jesus as Savior and Lord of life.  The words "follow me" mean that we put our trust in Christ.  To say Yes to Jesus means to follow Him.  The best commitment that anyone can make is to receive Jesus as Savior. 

Our response to Jesus is personal.  Jesus walked along the road next to the Sea of Galilee and called Matthew by name.  No one else decided for Levi or Matthew.  He responded for himself.  That is the way we receive or reject Jesus:  by personal involvement.  We want to eat our T-bone steak as well as strawberry cake and vanilla ice cream.  No one can sleep nor breathe for us.  We do not have substitutes to stand in for us when it comes to our reaction and relationship to Jesus. The Bible states, "Whosoever will may come."  Each person responds for himself or herself. 

Our response to Jesus is a priority response.  Matthew saw Jesus as He walked by that place where taxes had to be paid.  Matthew heard Jesus speak.  Jesus did not plan to stay at the place and argue with that publican or tax collector.  We may think of many important issues in life, but the call of Jesus is priority Number One.

 Following Jesus is not a matter of convenience.  Priority time is today.  When we hear the invitation from Jesus we either accept it or turn it down.  Another opportunity may never come. 

Our response to Jesus is public.  Jesus asked Matthew to leave his work and follow Him.  Matthew made a public commitment of his life to Christ.  That apostle recorded the words of Jesus:  "Whoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father who is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 10:32-33).  

No one has the right to be a “secret Christian.”  Since Jesus has done so much for us, how can we be ashamed of being His disciples?  Since He died on the cross in open view to everyone, we are to openly confess Jesus as Lord of life.  We are not to be ashamed of His name.  We should make a public response to Jesus and be proud of the one who gave His life for us.

A statue of Admiral Horatio Nelson, the celebrated English naval hero, stands in Trafalgar Square in London, England.   In the early 1800s the British fleet engaged in battle against the French.  They fought in the Mediterranean and on up to Spain.  At the Cape of Trafalgar, the British and French came into deadly conflict.  Admiral Nelson was on the deck of his ship giving orders to his men.  One officer said to the Admiral, “Sir, put on a coat so the enemy can't see the stars of your uniform.”  

Admiral Nelson answered, “In honor I have won these stars.  In honor I shall wear them.  In honor I will die with them, if need be.”  The stars of the Admiral's uniform glittered in the sunlight that day as England won a battle over the French navy.  We are to publicly and proudly wear our Christian badge.  We cannot afford to be ashamed of Jesus in the midst of the conflict where we struggle against the enemy of all that is sacred.  

         Our response to Jesus is permanent.  When Matthew arose from his "seat of tax gathering," he did so with the intent of continuing to follow Jesus.  His response to Christ’s call was a lifetime commitment.  Matthew understood the words which Jesus spoke:  “No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). 

When we accept Jesus as Savior, that response is never ending.  Some who follow Jesus are in “bi-vocational” work.  That can’t be helped. Thousands of pastors and musicians have other jobs in order to maintain their families and simply survive in the mad pace of life.  But our commitment to Jesus as Savior is a thoroughgoing, never-turn-back response.  One chorus that is sometimes sung has the words, “I have decided to follow Jesus; No turning back, no turning back.  Tho' none go with me, I still will follow; Tho' none go with me, I still will follow; Tho' none go with me, I still will follow; No turning back, no turning back.”  When we go to the cross and receive life from Christ, we make a lasting commitment.  The invitation that Jesus gives is the one to follow Him.

II

When we accept Christ’s invitation, we see astounding results in our lives.  A turn-around, a new direction is given to us. Time may be needed to get a lot of “kinks and oddities” out of our lives, but immediate changes take place when Jesus lives in us.  Think of a few results that Christ brings about in those who trust Him.

Jesus is the answer to the sin problem.  Consider Matthew.  His name in Hebrew and Aramaic means gift of God.  He also had the name Levi, because he was from that Hebrew tribe.  Jesus gave that one-time tax collector the name Matthew.  That new follower of Jesus had a big problem.  He was a Hebrew or Jew who worked for the Roman government.  Most Jews despised the Romans.  To work for that foreign government amounted to collaboration with the enemy.  

Matthew took tax money from his Jewish relatives and everyone else who had to pay revenues as they carried their goods on the international highway that led through Capernaum.  Travelers made journeys to Damascus and beyond on their way to Babylon.  Those going south to Egypt and to ports on the Mediterranean Sea passed through Capernaum.  All travelers paid import and export duties on their products.                        

Farmers paid taxes on their land and farm goods as well as taxes for highway maintenance and carriages that moved up and down the roads.  Those tax revenues belonged to Rome.  A tax collector could make people pay by taking their goods if they didn’t have the money.  Thus, many tax collectors were known as swindlers or cheaters.  

Matthew had a serious problem that he needed to solve.  The tax collectors and publicans (publicans “worked for the public,” thus their name) had no friendly welcome in God's house.  That’s why the publican stood “afar off” (Luke 18:13) in the Jesus’ story of the publican and Pharisee.  

Tax collectors declared their allegiance to the hated Romans.  That kind of occupation, which some Jews had, didn’t allow them a close-up place among the religious leaders of their day.  What could such Jewish sinners do, who felt rejected by their own people?  Jesus had the answer for Matthew's problem.  When Jesus spoke to Matthew and asked him to be His disciple, Matthew realized at that moment that the Redeemer and Messiah had spoken to him.  Jesus was the answer to Matthew’s problem.

         We have our problems, too.  Christ has the solution for our sins.  He paid the penalty for our sinful nature, as well as the deviations of life.  "The blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). The prophet Zechariah wrote, "In that day there shall be a fountain opened...for sin and for uncleanness" (Zech. 13:1). That is the message of the cross.  One of our hymns has the words, “There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel's veins; And sinners plunged beneath that flood, Lose all their guilty stains.”  Countless millions have found hope and life in that message.  

We do not have to carry the burden of sin upon our backs.  The conscience can be cleansed.  We can find forgiveness through Christ.  We go to Jesus for salvation and life.  He can straighten out any sin problem.  That’s why the invitation to become a follower of Jesus needs to be accepted.  The results are phenomenal!  Do we have sins of bitterness, hate, lust, “rumor mongering,” coldness, unfaithfulness to Christ?  Jesus is the answer to our messed up lives.

When we follow Jesus, we may also invite our friends to follow Him.  Matthew did that.  He “threw a party” for Jesus.  All three gospels tell that fabulous story.  Matthew had a big house in Capernaum, and it filled to capacity with his friends for “party time with Jesus.”  

A parallel passage in Luke 5:29 recounts the story in a fuller way. "Levi made a great feast in his house and there was a great company of publicans and others who sat down with him and with Jesus.”  We do not know how long they sat at a table, ate, talked, and listened in amazement to Jesus.  And yet, we know they came at Matthew's invitation.

             We have the opportunity to bring our friends to Christ.  We do not follow Christ in isolation.  A great discovery that all of us can make is that Jesus wants our circle of friends to join us in trusting Him.  Matthew told his friends about Jesus.  We can invite others, too.

We need to understand that Jesus is a joyful, social Savior.  He does not condemn us, but gives freedom and life.  He wants us to have joyful and overflowing lives.  We can really celebrate as Christians.  Years ago one fellow declared,  “I think ice cream is from the devil because it tastes so good.”  A lot of narrow-minded “saints” want to take all the “be of good cheer” out of discipleship.  We can have laughter and music and song with the Lord.

We can follow Jesus because He answers our critics.  The Pharisees, a group of religious fundamentalists in NT times, immediately began to murmur and complain when they saw Jesus with Matthew and his friends.  The religious leaders said of Jesus, "He eats with publicans and sinners.”  They openly criticized the entire group in the house of Zaccheus with their cutting criticisms.  The religious professionals put tax collectors in the same “bag” with every other kind of sinner.  

Jesus has an answer for the critics.  He says that we should learn a lesson from Micah, who wrote that the Lord wants to show mercy and not sacrifice.  He says that the Son of Man has come to ransom life.  His answer is that critics need to stop their complaining when people begin to follow Jesus.  The words of Jesus tell us not to worry what people say about us when we become Christians.   Regardless of the unsavory criticism and rumors that may begin, let’s be like Matthew and take our friends to Jesus.     

Another result of following Jesus is that we may live in close fellowship with Him.  Every Christian may have “close encounters” with Jesus all the time.  Jesus is the Son of God and God the Son.  He is the Eternal Christ.  We cannot live in visible fellowship with Jesus as Matthew did for about three years.  However, we have Christ’s presence every day.  He lives within us by the genius and grace of the Holy Spirit.  Christ has given the promise to be with His people to the end of the age.  We have the gift of the full and total presence of God at all times.

Our fellowship with Jesus means that we can talk to Him. We may pray.  We can know the joy of communicating with Christ at every moment.  Two kinds of praying may be done.  One is “closet prayer.”  The other is “congregational” or “church prayer.”  

    Matthew oftentimes heard Jesus speak about prayer.  He knew that Jesus had private retreats where He poured out His soul to God.  He recorded the words of Jesus about “closet praying” in Matthew 6:6, where Jesus said that we need to pray in secret with the door shut tight.   God richly rewards those who keep up the habit of praying in private.

Matthew heard Jesus pray in public, too.  We are not to display our religious pedigrees by praying in public.  And yet, we need to make the daily or weekly times in worship in homes, or in church, a time of heart-searching prayer.  Matthew experienced that kind of praying ten days before Pentecost.  About one hundred and twenty believers did as Jesus instructed.  They stayed in Jerusalem and had a prayer meeting that lasted one day, two days, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, and ten days. We would like to have a record of all that went on during that time, but we don’t. 

Matthew was with the other believers in Jerusalem the day after the Apostle James had been executed by Herod.  A large number of believers were in the house of Mary, the mother of John Mark, and they had been praying until past midnight (Acts 12).  They received the answer to their “corporate petitions” when Peter knocked on the front door to tell that an angel had released him from prison.

Churches need to practice this kind of “close encounter” with Jesus.  In their writings and globe-encircling conferences, Dr. T.W. Hunt and Dr. Henry Blackaby point out the need for perennial praying.  Dr. Gregory Frizzell of Memphis, Tennessee, has excellent ideas for corporate praying in his book entitled Biblical Patterns for Powerful Church Prayer Meetings.  We all need to know the importance of closet and church-wide praying.  We may have soul-changing times with Jesus through such passionate praying.

We may have rich fellowship with Jesus through passionate service. Matthew had excellent gifts that he used in his ministry for Christ.  He probably spoke and wrote Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.  Matthew had been trained in the synagogue schools like most other Jewish boys.  Having become a public accountant, he knew how to handle money.  He had splendid gifts when Christ called him. How blessed the world is because Matthew had a passion for his work for Christ.

Matthew wrote the first Gospel, a literary masterpiece!  The Sermon on the Mount came from his pen.  Matthew also recorded the story of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.  The Great Commission blesses us, as Matthew recorded those words of Jesus.  

The first three gospels give the brief account of Christ calling Matthew.  The words state that Matthew “left all” to follow Jesus.  The invitation to become a disciple of Jesus is as valid today as it was two thousand years ago.  Jesus wants us to believe Him and invest life in His kingdom cause.  The good and the bad may follow Jesus.  He has the amazing power to transform every life.

  One day when I visited my daughter in San Antonio, Texas, Marsha said to me, “Dad, do you have time to go and meet one of the fantastic members of our church?”  A short time later we visited in the home of Laurie Larew.  You need to meet Laurie, too!

        When any person or group brings special music at Trinity Baptist Church in San Antonio, the people usually applaud.  Hundreds then look toward the balcony and continue applauding with more enthusiasm as they watch Laurie Larew who stands, applauds and gives a “knock-you-over” shrill whistle.

        When Laurie turned her life over to Jesus in 1996, Pastor Fanning said, “I know who you are, Laurie.  We’ve been waiting for you.  I’m proud to call you ‘my sister’.”

       If Mary Magdalene of New Testament fame could speak to Laurie, she might say, “Wow, Laurie!  Jesus changed your life, too, didn’t He?”

        A quick survey of Laurie’s life before her salvation experience at age thirty-five causes an expression of shock with many people.

        Laurie had been a “pawn” in Satan’s hands for twenty-five years.  She started drinking at eight years of age.  Her life with drugs started when she was ten.  Her father and stepmother sent her to live with an older brother when she was fifteen.  

       Laurie made her home under bridges before her eighteenth birthday.  Truck drivers picked her up, some raped her, and others showed compassion to the teenager.  

       At 20 years of age that hurting young woman began working in bars and doing maid service to support her beautiful daughter, Eva.  She moved to Houston, became separated from Eva for a few weeks, and miraculously found her.

     When she was 25 years of age Laurie married her second husband, a trucker, and the couple had three children before that man moved out of her life.  At 30 years of age Laurie had become hopelessly addicted to hard drugs.  She moved from North Carolina back to Texas.  As she traveled in her old car, she asked churches for money, gas and food.  Most people softened up when they saw her four rugged-looking kids bouncing around in the back of her old “jalopy.”

         Laurie lost her car, hitchhiked to Arizona, and then to San Diego.  On the way back from California she made it through the Mojave Desert as she hitchhiked by day and kept the family under a sleeping-bag kind of tent by night.  Heroin and alcohol had taken over.  In San Antonio Laurie entered a motel and began to “panhandle.”  Nine police cars pulled up one day; officers handcuffed her, as well as her nine-year-old son, and gave the children to Child Protective Services.

          One day Laurie stumbled into a recovery facility for women called “Alpha Home.”  Two weeks later she asked about a spire on a nearby building.  A counselor answered, “That’s Trinity Baptist Church, where you may go anytime.”   Two months later when Laurie responded to the pastor’s invitation, Christ changed her life, made possible a mobile home, and gave her a job cleaning the church’s kitchen, as well as homes. 

    Laurie is self-employed, as well as having a “full-time job” of telling people about the change that’s come into her life.  Jesus made a new person out of the Apostle Matthew and Laurie Larew.  He can do the same for anyone who will receive Him.  Have we made this life-changing commitment?   

                                         CHAPTER EIGHT

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas...    



Matthew 10:2-3
Eight days later, his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and said, Peace be with you.  Then he said to Thomas, Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing.  Thomas answered him, My Lord and my God!  Jesus said to him, have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.



                                                                                 John 20:26-29  (Also see John 20:20-25)
THOMAS:  A DRAMA OF SPIRITUAL STRUGGLES
Everyone knows the name of William Shakespeare (b. 1564).  He is remembered as one of the world’s greatest dramatists. We have read dramas of writers from many countries.  We feel excited or “bored to death” about those writings.

The life of Thomas is an exciting, real-life drama.  He was one of the twelve apostles and his name appears twelve times in the New Testament.  The first three gospels list the name of Thomas among the other apostles, but those three writers never tell what he said or did.  Thomas is mentioned eight times in the gospel of John and once in the book of Acts.  His life is a drama of spiritual struggles.  His life story helps us understand our own lives that are often filled with struggles. 

I

Act one of the drama shows a conflict between dedication and despair. We need to review the background of this text to understand the present story about Jesus and His apostles.  Jesus faced opposition all during His three-year ministry. When He began His ministry in Nazareth, the religious leaders wanted to throw Jesus off a cliff and kill Him (Luke 4:16-17).  He escaped from them.

        On three other recorded occasions religious leaders tried to kill Jesus (John 5:16, 8:37 and 10:31, 39).  On the occasion of the text in John 10:39, the Jews had picked up stones to kill Jesus; however, He escaped from those would-be murderers by crossing the Jordan River with His apostles and staying out of Judea for a few days.  Then news came that His friend Lazarus was ill.  Jesus said they needed to go and see him.  The disciples asked Him why He would go back there when the Jews had recently tried to stone Him to death in that place (John 11:7, 8).  

        At that point Thomas appears for the first time in John’s gospel as a participant among the twelve.  He states, "Let us also go, that we may die with Jesus" (John 11:16).  Here is a dual theme of dedication and despair from Thomas.  He was willing to go and die, which shows his dedication.  Then a note of despair appears as he says, "That we may die with Him."

Note first an expression of dedication.  Thomas was ready to go with Jesus.  While the others hesitated about going, fearing for their own lives, this apostle said, "Let's go."  Whatever the cost, whatever the price, let us follow Jesus.  The chorus in one hymn has the words, “Wherever he leads I'll go, Wherever he leads I'll go, I'll follow my Christ who loves me so, Wherever he leads I'll go.”  This means commitment.  This means no holding back.  Those words indicate a willingness to go with Jesus.  Are we of this frame of mind?  Can we make such a commitment?

Henry Martyn left England as a missionary to India when he was twenty-five years of age.  He had graduated from Cambridge University, and was a man of great promise.  He landed in Calcutta and said, “Now let me burn out for God.”  William Carey, also a missionary in India said of Henry Martyn, “Wherever Henry Martyn is, we don't need another missionary!”  Henry Martyn translated the New Testament into Hindustani as well as the Persian language.  He was a bold preacher of the Gospel for six years.  He became ill and died in Turkey on his way home to England.  He  “burned out” for Christ.  The world around us would change if we had the dedication of Henry Martyn and the Apostle Thomas.  Do you ever wonder what’s holding us back?

Note also from the words of Thomas an expression of despair.  He said, "Let us also go, that we may die with Jesus."  Thomas knew that if they returned to Judea and especially to Jerusalem that the Jews might well kill Jesus.   In despair he said, “All right, if we have to die, let's go ahead and get it over with now.”  Thomas felt the heavy clouds of death closing in on all of them.  He saw the negative side of life, and not the side beyond the resurrection.

We have seen people who have lives filled with doubts and despair.  A lot of melancholy souls live all around us.  They look on the dark side. They look for the worst in every situation.  “Our team can’t win.  I can’t do that job.  No one really likes me.”      They fear the worst.  Whatever needs to be done cannot be done.  We are going to collapse and we might as well go ahead and die.  

A story has circulated about a hypochondriac who died at ninety-seven years of age.  He had words engraved on his tombstone:  I told you I was sick.  The people who are plagued with doubts and despair live in many places.  Jonah was that kind of person.  He fell underneath a gourd vine and said, "Oh Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live” (Jonah 4:3).  

We can be filled with despair, or we can be dedicated to the Lord of glory.  We need dedication without despair.  Which road are we traveling, the one of dedication or despair?  Jesus wants us to see the hope-filled side of life that He offers.   

II

Scene two gives a picture of not understanding and yet wanting to learn and know.  Nearly a week had passed since Jesus and the disciples had re-crossed the Jordan river and had gone back to Judea.

         Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead.   He had made a triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but the disciples knew that danger lurked all around them.  The celebration of the Passover was upon them.  The disciples joined Jesus in the Upper Room to observe that Jewish Passover Feast (John 13). 

        The book of Exodus records the story of the First Passover as the Hebrews in Egypt killed their lambs and sprinkled blood over their doors.  That night as the “death angel” swooped down upon Egypt, he saw the blood on the doors of the Hebrews and “passed over” those homes.  The Egyptians didn’t have the “blood covering,” and God’s death angel killed the oldest son in every Egyptian family.  The “Passover” gets its name from that “Passover Night” when God liberated the Hebrews from their Egyptian captors who had held them in bondage for four hundred years.  (Pentecost, meaning fifty, would come fifty days after Passover).

             Jesus and His disciples observed that ancient Passover Feast that had its final fulfillment in Christ who became the “Passover Lamb.”  During the “Memorial Meal” Jesus washed the feet of the disciples.  Then the Messiah began to talk about the cross and the way to heaven and life everlasting.

           The wonderful words in John chapter 14 inspire most everyone.  Jesus told the disciples not to be sad.  He further reminded them that in His Father's House are many dwelling places.  Notice that Jesus said, "In my Father's house...” That indicates one house.  Not many.  We have several denominations today, but in God's house we will not be divided.  The saved of all ages are going to be in the "Father's house."  One house.  One sheepfold.  One home.  One spiritual family.   Many dwelling places.  Notice the word, many, which indicates a large company in heaven.  

Jesus startled the disciples as He told them that He was going to prepare a place for them.  Jesus continued to elaborate.   He talked about His soon-to-be journey back into eternity, back to share the eternal glory of His Father which He had temporarily placed to one side as He came to earth (Philippians 2:5-11).   Jesus said to the apostles, "And where I go you know, and the way you know" (John 14:4).

Thomas did not understand.  Despite all that the Hebrew Scriptures had stated and all that Jesus had taught the disciples, Thomas did not understand.  He sat with all the apostles in a “spiritual blackout.”  We’ve been there, haven’t we?  Thomas stated two truths about not knowing where Jesus was going or how anyone could go to that place.  Jesus answered the questions of that disciple in three bold statements.

Jesus is the way to God.   He said, “I am the way.”  The emphasis in the text is “I myself am the way.”  The Greek text reads “ego eimi.” The words speak for themselves. That statement of Jesus is unique.  It is positive.  That declaration shuts out every pretended way to God.  The way to God is “the way of the cross” (Isaiah 53:3-6; Zechariah 12:10). It is the way of the sacrifice and death of God’s Son, Jesus the Christ.   

We have one road to heaven, not two or three or some universal route.  The way to God is not the Buddhist way nor the Moslem way nor the Protestant or Catholic or “my church” way.  It is the Jesus way.  Jesus spoke the truth in John 14:6, "I am the way."  Without “The Way” we can’t go to the Father.  The hymn writer expressed the truth; “The way of the cross leads home.”            

Jesus is the truth of God.  He stated, "I am the truth” (14:6).  John 1:14 states “Jesus was full of grace and truth."  If we want to know Truth, we must listen to Jesus.  We need to accept His words. Anyone who reads the New Testament knows that in all the sayings of Jesus He never uttered one false statement.  He is the truth of God and He is “The Truth.”

Jesus is the life of God.  Moses said, "I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil..." (Deuteronomy 30:15).  The life of God finds its home in Jesus.  "Whoever finds me finds life" (Proverbs 8:35). Jesus said as He stood before the grave of Lazarus, "I am the resurrection, and the life" (John 11:25).  Then Jesus called Lazarus to life again. We long for health and vigor and fullness of physical, mental, spiritual, social, and soul being.  This life comes from Jesus.  We have life as we become related to Jesus.

Thomas asked a great question.  The answer to the question lets us know that Jesus is the way so we may go.  He is the truth that we may know.  He is the life that we may live.  With Jesus we go, we know, and we live. 

III

Scene three gives a picture of a rewarding presence and a costly absence.  After the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus, Easter morning came.  Christ came to life in His raised, glorified body.  On the first Easter night, ten of the apostles gathered in the "Upper Room" where they had observed the "Memorial Meal."  A short time before the scene in the Upper Room, the apostles had listened to the Spirit-filled teachings of Jesus (John 20:14-17).  Eleven disciples were alive, and ten of them were hiding in the upper room, behind locked the doors. Then suddenly Jesus appeared.  We may read in chapter 20 of John about the "rewarding presence of Jesus" and the "costly absence" of Thomas.

The presence of Jesus surprised the disciples.  He walked through closed doors.  He was in their midst.  The Presence of Jesus need not surprise us.  He always meets with His people.  

Once in the old Soviet Empire, secret police burst into a room where forty-seven believers had assembled to worship.  One of the secret agents counted the people - - ten, twenty, thirty, forty, forty-five, forty-six, forty-seven.  The names of those who had gathered had been written in a book. The Russian agent said, “You are forty-seven.”   One believer said, “No, we are forty-eight.”  The startled agent made a quick re-count and haughtily announced, “No, you are forty-seven.”  The Russian Christian answered, “We are forty-eight because Jesus is here with us.” 

Add one number to the list of those in any service of praise and worship.  Add one number to those who come to Sunday School or Bible Study.  Jesus gathers with us to add His blessings.  Let’s take a quick look at some of those blessings that are mentioned in this Scripture in John chapter twenty.  

Jesus gives His people the reward of peace.  Jesus stood in their midst and said, "Peace be unto you" (John 20:19).   He is our peace.  In the midst of the storms of life, the peace of Christ can fill our lives.  Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you..."(John 14:27). This is the legacy, the heritage that Jesus gives.

George Farley was a member of a church I once served.  He had gone to a hospital for cancer surgery.  The prognosis was not good.  One Sunday afternoon as I visited with that seventy-year old man, we talked at length.  Finally I said, “Mr. Farley, I’m going to leave you now.  But first I’ll read a passage of Scripture about heaven and then have prayer with you.”

As the prayer came to a close, I looked at George Farley on his hospital bed.  Tears streamed from his eyes as he said, “Preston, thank you for the visit today.  I know that my life is coming to a close real soon.  I wish that I could write you a letter after I’m gone and tell you how wonderful life is in heaven.”

The following Sunday night the earthly life of George Farley came to a close.  He never wrote me a letter from heaven, but I do know the peace of Christ that was in the heart of that man as he faced death.  Christ wants every one to have His peace.  

Jesus gives His people the reward of His pleasure.   "Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord" (John 20:20).   There is joy in God's presence.  One Christian chorus has the words, “Come and go with me, to my Father's house, to my Father's house... there is joy, joy, joy all the way.”  The Psalmist David wrote, “You will show me the path of life; in your presence is fullness of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures forevermore” (Psalms 16:11). We have unending joy in Christ’s presence.

Jesus gives His people the reward of power.  Jesus spoke to the disciples in the Upper Room, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit."  The pre-Pentecostal experience may have been to get them ready for Pentecost.  The fullness of the Holy Spirit is promised to us today. Jesus said that from within the believer would flow "rivers of living water."  That experience refers to rich, continual blessings of the Holy Spirit  (John 7:37-39).  

We need God’s power or strength for the daily struggles of life.  Every Christian needs to live every day with the energy that God has available for us.  We don’t need a barely-get-by existence when Jesus says we can have His fullness.  He wants to "breathe upon" us in a fresh way today.  Why don’t we ask Him to do that for us?  Why not now?

Jesus gives His people the reward of pardon.  Jesus “apostles us” or "sends us" for the purpose of reaching others with the message of forgiveness.  The words in John 20:23 are full of wonder and awe, "Whosoever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosoever sins you retain, they are retained."    This does not mean that men have the power to forgive sins.  Only God can do that.  Jesus died so that we may have pardon.  And yet, every believer may tell others of the good news of the forgiveness of sin.

The Good News of the Gospel is that all who accept the shed blood of Jesus as the payment for his or her sin have forgiveness.  God exonerates the guilty when that one exercises faith in the Redeemer.  The worst criminals and the best moral people in the world need redemption.  Our business is to proclaim Jesus and say to those who believe that sin has been remitted or removed.  The startling news is that “whosoever will may come” (Revelation 22:17).

All who reject God's offer of life do not have life.  The sins of any person can not be forgiven until that one exercises faith in Jesus Christ.  Christ is our substitute and sacrifice for sin's removal.  We have the commission to tell about the pardon that is offered through the death of Jesus.  

Thomas was not present on the first Easter evening when Jesus made His grand entrance through closed doors to the apostles.  Thomas also missed seeing the Empty Tomb and the Resurrected Christ in the early morning hours of that day.  The absentee apostle refused to believe the story about Jesus that his ten friends told him.  He declared that unless he could touch the nail-pierced hands and the spear-pierced side of Christ, that he would not believe.

One week later on the second Sunday after Easter, Jesus appeared again with the disciples.  He entered through closed doors as He did the previous Sunday.  He spoke to Thomas, inviting that doubting disciple to touch His hands and side.

Thomas fell at the feet of Jesus and made a great Christian confession.  He said, "My Lord and my God."  Jesus is our Lord and He is our God.  He is our Savior.  We are to confess Him, to believe in Him.

We have not seen Jesus with physical eyes.  We have not had the privilege of reaching out to touch those nail-pierced hands.  But we can believe.  Jesus says a blessing comes to those who have not seen and yet have believed (John 20:29).  

IV

Act four in the drama is one of prayer and ministry.  After the resurrection of Jesus, He walked among many believers for forty days.  Then Jesus returned to heaven.  Before Jesus left this world in His glorified body, He asked the apostles to wait and pray in Jerusalem.

           As they waited and prayed, they were clothed upon or endued by the Holy Spirit for a worldwide ministry.  The drama of prayer and ministry became their goal.
           We need to have a prayer life that is unceasing.  If this spiritual adventure becomes a part of our life style, then our world will become spiritually intoxicated and renovated.  We may “pray without ceasing” even while we do our daily duties.  

           The man who rides a tractor can pray as he does his work.  The one who teaches can maintain a spirit of prayer.  The one who vacuums the house or changes the babies’ diapers can be a person of prayer.

           If we stand in amazement over how the early Christians “turned the world upside down,” we find the answer in the lives of those who committed themselves to pray.  When the apostles almost became involved in the “trivia” (which is no “little stuff”) of taking care of widows and orphans in Jerusalem, they said, “Find seven servants or deacons that you may appoint over these details, but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:2-4).  Notice that the solution to their problem “pleased the multitude” (v. 5).  God solves our problems when we pray.  

          The history of great spiritual revivals and renewals that have turned Churches and nations back from catastrophe have been preceded by times of reaching out to God in prayer.  A modern-day example is Korea where Yonggi Paul (David) Cho’s people of prayer spend hours in prayer each week.  That corporate and Church-wide prayer habit is a practice in many places and a potential in all places.  Answers to dilemmas come as we struggle together in prayer instead of going the route of political manipulations.

         Thomas became prepared for a great ministry through prayer.  He stayed with the apostles and other believers for ten days before Pentecost and experienced “fresh wind and fresh fire” from God as they all prayed.  Prayer is a spiritual challenge that every individual and every group needs to practice.

          We need to have a ministry that is Christ-honoring.  Thomas knew about a ministry that didn’t give him fame nor fortune but an enduring future in God’s Cause.  

         We don’t know all the places where the apostles traveled and served.  They simply heard Jesus say “go.”  And go they did, to “the ends of the earth.”  

         Like the other apostles, Thomas probably remained in Jerusalem and Judea for a few years before he moved on to other nations.  He labored for a time in Babylonia before going to India and perhaps to South China.  Tradition states that Thomas arrived in Madras, India, in 52 A.D.  Stories survive about Thomas starting several churches on the East Coast of India.  A cathedral in Madras is named for Thomas.

        The life of Thomas came to an end in 72 A.D. as a lance or sword was driven through his body while he served in Malapur.  Thomas is “India’s Apostle.”  The story of Thomas didn’t end at his death.  He received “the martyr’s crown.”

       Where do you and I stand today in our spiritual pilgrimage?  As life’s drama unfolds, who are we and what are we really doing in God’s Cause? 

         Several years ago a lady in San Antonio, Texas, wrote Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India.  The lady stated in the letter that she had not found a real purpose in life, that she was an eighty-year-old millionaire, and she was ready to go to India and be with Mother Teresa and help her.  That frail little nun answered the letter in this way, “Dear friend, find your own Calcutta and go to work for Jesus.”

        We can’t go where Thomas served.  We can find our own “Calcutta” if we want to.  We can invest life in Christ’s cause where we live.  Are we doing this? 

CHAPTER NINE

The names of the twelve apostles are these:...and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus.”  






Matthew 10:3

LEBBAEUS, THADDAEUS OR JUDAS: JUST ONE OF THE BUNCH

Most people have three names -- the first, middle, and last name.  The writer of these

lines has three names: Preston Alford Taylor. A wife may use three names for her husband: sweetheart, honey, or Tim.

   In the list of the twelve apostles it is interesting that some of them had two or three names.  In this message we meet an apostle who had three names.  In Acts 1:13 this little-known apostle is called Judas, but not Iscariot. Sometimes he has the name of Lebbaeus, and later the name Thaddaeus is used.  His name appears five times in the New Testament: once in each of the four gospels and once in Acts.  Among the Twelve, Lebbaeus is an ordinary apostle.  He never had the fame of Simon Peter or Matthew or some of the others.  And yet, Jesus chose him to be an apostle.   The ordinary person can make valuable contributions in God’s cause.  Look at four areas in which a Christian can make good investments. 

I
We can inspire others.  We can find a way to encourage, challenge, and help others.  We find this trait in the name of Lebbaeus.  "Leb" is the first part of the name Lebbaeus, which comes from Hebrew with the meaning of “the heart.” The idea of warmth, sincerity, and courage is linked to the name.  Thaddaeus carries the meaning of one being devoted.    Thus, the two names together mean inspiration.

We can put inspiration and encouragement and “heart” into others.  Many people are struggling under a lot of pressures every day.  Some have lost friends or family members.  Some don’t have good salaries.  Others feel lonely and depressed.  Thus, people in every place need a lot of help, a lot of inspiration and encouragement.

 One time the Philistine enemies surrounded the Hebrew army. Every soldier and even the king himself felt despondent.  No one had an answer to the grave problem.  Jonathan, King’s Saul son, said to his armor bearer, "Come with me...It may be that the Lord will work for us" (1 Samuel 14:6-15).  Jonathan with his unnamed companion walked towards the Philistines and challenged them.  Those two had a fabulous victory over their enemy soldiers.   The Philistines trembled and fled in panic as the earth quaked with their stampede. Jonathan inspired his helper and the two together scattered the enemy forces and inspired all the army of Israel.

More than one hundred years ago Paderewski (d. 1941) began to study piano at a music conservatory in Poland.   Every teacher at that time discouraged him. They told him that his fingers were too short and fat to play a piano.  They suggested that he try other instruments. He didn’t receive any help in other areas of study, either.  One day Anton Rubinstein heard Paderewski as he practiced.  The world-famous Russian encouraged the young Paderewski to continue practicing several hours a day, telling him that he could become successful at the piano.  Those encouraging words changed the life of the young student who became a world-famous pianist.

The ordinary Christian can encourage others.  We may be something like Lebbaeus or Thaddaeus who can give heart and hope to others.  We can electrify others with words of encouragement and inspiration.  We can give hope to those who are despondent or disheartened.  We find people all around us that we can help.  All we need to do is simply step up and encourage others.

Children may encourage their parents.  One day I began to think back over my own life.  I remembered that my Mother, a farmer’s wife, probably never heard any of the six children tell her “thank you” for all the things she had done for us.  Monday was the day for washing clothes.  We had two black wash pots.  Water was poured into the pots, a fire was started beneath the pots, and soon lie soap and clothes were put into the wash pots.  My Mom stirred the clothes with a stick, put them into another pot for rinsing, then into a tub for another rinse.  Then the clothes were wrung out by hand and hung out on a line to dry.  After a day’s sun, the clothes were taken inside the house, folded and put into their proper place.

         During the school season we had lunches prepared each morning by our Mom.  Sometimes the lunches were carried in a small bucket.  At other times our Mom wrapped the lunches of biscuit and sausage or biscuit and syrup in newspaper.  I never remember telling my precious Mother a word like “Thank you Mom for all you do for us.”

          Mothers must become discouraged and heavy-hearted a lot of times.  Children could tell their parents “thank you” for what they do.  When this happens the children also need to remember the 911 emergency number to call.  The parents might have a cardiac arrest if they hear words of gratitude from the children.  And yet, that which would put life into parents would be for the children to express appreciation for that which is done for them.

         Also, parents can speak words to build up and encourage the children.  Children need inspiration, too.  They often feel lonely, depressed and want parents to show them their love.  Give them undivided attention.  Go on a short trip with the children.  Go with them to a zoo, watch a good t.v. show with them, read a book with the children.  Yes, be a warm-hearted parent and the children will take on new excitement and life.  Brothers and sisters can inspire one another.  One spouse may encourage another and one business partner may be able to help another with kind words. Try this spiritual tonic on others and the lives of everyone will change forever.  

We can encourage others to teach, pray, visit, or start over in life. One day Jesus saw a small man by the name of Zaccheus in a sycamore tree.  Jesus called for Zaccheus to come down.  They had lunch together that day.  Zaccheus got a new start in life because the Savior took time to go to his house.  Let’s encourage one another.  

II

The ordinary Christian can worship and praise the Lord.  The word Judah means Jehovah leads or Jehovah will be confessed.  Judah's name in Hebrew comes from Yada, which means to give thanks, laud, praise.  We are to worship and praise the Lord.

The Hebrew nation sprang from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  The name Judah or Judas was first given to one of the sons of Jacob.  You remember that Jacob had twelve sons and no daughters. Those sons, with their descendants, became the twelve tribes of Israel.  One of those sons was Judah.  Jesus, in his earthly lineage, came from the family of Judah and is called The Lion of the Tribe of Judah in the book of Revelation.

Christians worship Jesus.  We worship the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  -- the triune God.  We do not worship places nor do we adore sacred relics.  We do not bow down before the wood from Noah's Ark or the beard of St. Christopher.  We do not look for the bones of some apostle nor search for wood from the Cross of Jesus.  We go to the living, breathing, healing and life-giving Christ.  The Savior who came from God and was born of the Virgin Mary is our central focus.  He is the spotless Son of God and Son of man who lived, taught, ministered, was crucified, buried and returned to life.  He ascended to heaven and fills the lives of those who believe in Him. Jesus continues His heavenly ministry on our behalf today.  He prays for us (Hebrews 7:25).  He wants to fill us with His glory.  Like Lebbaeus we follow Jesus.  We worship and praise the Lord of time and eternity.

We should worship God in the right way.  The story about Jesus and the Samaritan woman is familiar to us.  As Jesus talked to her at Jacob's well, she said that her people worshipped in a nearby mountain.  Then she said that the Jews worshipped in Jerusalem.  Jesus said to her that the hour had come for those who worship God to do worship "in Spirit and in truth."

We worship and praise the Lord in the right way.   David wrote  "My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God" (Psalms 84:2).  Ezra led the Hebrews in worship in about 450 B.C. after God’s people had come back from their seventy-years of Babylonian captivity.   Ezra opened God's Book and read to forty thousand people who stood in reverence to God's Word.  All the people praised and blessed the name of God as Ezra read from the Book.  The people shouted "A-men, A-men!" (Nehemiah 8:5).   We need a dose of that excitement today.  The people lifted their hands toward heaven and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  They truly worshipped God.

We worship the Lord wherever we may be.  Jesus said to the woman of Samaria, that no place has a “monopoly” on worship - - neither the mountains of Samaria nor the temple in Jerusalem.  Any spot can be a good place to worship when our hearts are right with God.   

We worship the Lord in His house, which is called "the house of prayer" (Isaiah  56:7; Matthew 21:13). The Bible says, "Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together..." (Hebrews 10:25).   David wrote in Psalms 84:10, "I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord than dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

When Solomon dedicated the Temple to the Lord, all those present worshipped the Lord together.  God’s glory filled that place. We pray that the glory of God may fill every place where God's people gather in Spirit and in truth.  We praise and worship the Lord when we gather together any time and any place.

We can worship the Lord when troubles come.  We remember the story of Job.  When he lost his possessions, his ten children, and his health, Job fell upon the ground and worshipped.  He said, "The Lord gave, and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21).  When reversals and heartaches come, we may worship the Lord.

One can worship the Lord in daily activities.  When I was a young boy, we rode a school bus to school.  Jess Hall drove the bus.  He loved to sing.  As Mr. Hall drove the bus on a gravel and dirt road, he sang gospel songs.  That man often warmed my heart as he praised the Lord in his daily activities. 

When Wallace Millegan, my grandson, was seven years of age and was in the second grade, the teacher asked the class to write a short poem that rimed.  Wallace sent me a brief note and let me know what he had written.  The words are these, “No matter what I see; Jesus is the most important thing to me.”  That’s great, that terrific, that’s profound spirituality of a second grade child, don’t you think?  That’s worship in the midst of life’s activities.  Who doesn’t believe that we can worship wherever we may be!

We can praise the Lord with enthusiasm.  David exclaimed, "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name" (Psalms 103:1). Chapters four and five of Revelation are tremendous passages of worship and praise.  Those seraphim, or angelic beings, give glory and honor and thanks to the Lord.  The twenty-four elders who represent all the redeemed of the ages fall down before God and the Lamb and say, "You are worthy, O Lord, to receive the glory and honor and power because you have created all things, and for your pleasure they are and were created."

We learn from the name of the apostle with the triple name of Thaddeus-Judas-Lebbaeus that every Christian can worship.   We can praise the Lord.  

III

We can go to Jesus with our questions.  Lebbaeus, or Thaddaeus, had been listening to Jesus for three years without a known interruption.  The last night of Jesus’ life before His crucifixion had arrived.  The time was critical one.  Jesus had observed the Last Supper with the disciples or apostles.  He had spoken about His broken body and shed blood.  Then He talked to them of the place that He is preparing for those who believe in Him.  The words of Jesus in John 14 held the attention of Lebbaeus.  The Savior said He would show Himself to them and not to the world.

Suddenly as Jesus spoke, an interruption came from Lebbaeus.  The hitherto silent apostle asked, "Lord, how are you going to reveal Yourself to us and not to the world?" (John 14:22).  Jesus answered that question.  He can straighten out question marks and convert them into exclamation points.  Jesus said to Lebbaeus that when one follows Him that He and the Father make their home in that one's life.  We become God's sanctuary.  Jesus said, "We will make our abode with you" (John 14:23).

Lebbaeus did not understand the full meaning of those words.  However, Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would take His place within the believer's life.  He would teach us all things.  This would be the experience of the God-inhabited life.  

The words of Jesus came to fulfillment within a few days after Jesus died on the cross.  He did not show himself to the Pharisees or to any of His persecutors after His bodily resurrection.  Jesus showed Himself to the apostles.  He walked among them during a period of forty days before the ascension.  About five hundred believers at one time saw Jesus after His resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6).  By many infallible proofs they saw the glorified Christ (Acts 1:3). 

Jesus answers our questions to give us confidence.  He tells us about the life beyond.  The end of this life does not end our hopes and dreams.  A newer, fuller life awaits us after death.  Jesus assures us that we have every-moment help by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We do not have to doubt the words of Jesus.  When we saturate ourselves with the message of Jesus in chapter fourteen of John where Lebbaeus asked a question, we can have an overflowing assurance that God never fails us.

Jesus answers our questions to give us courage.  We do not have to fear what happens tomorrow or ten years from now.  We do not have to throw up our hands in despair when earthquakes and fires and devastation come.  God’s people suffer setbacks and shocks with tragedies such as the terrorist attacks that destroyed the “World Trade Center” on September 11, 2001.  And yet, even in times of loss, we can say with David, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" (Psalms 46:1).   We find courage as we hear the answers of Jesus to the perplexing, unexplainable situations we face day to day.  Like Lebbaeus, go ahead and ask the questions.  The Lord is able to answer all of them. 

IV

We can serve the Lord in obscurity. We do not have to be on a pedestal nor have our names written in a newspaper or church bulletin to serve the Lord.  Lebbaeus, who had the name of Thaddaeus as well as Judas, shows that we can count for the Lord without being famous.  Lebbaeus Thaddaeus speaks only one time in the New Testament.  His name is listed without any acts attributed to him.  He disappears from the pages of the New Testament after Acts 1:13.  He was present with the apostles, but nothing else is told of him.  But we know that Lebbaeus heard the words of Jesus.  He experienced the fullness of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  He lived to tell the good news of Jesus.

Eusebius who wrote The Ecclesiastical History tells about a traditional letter which Abgar, a king of Edessa (an ancient city of Northwest Mesopotamia), wrote to Jesus.  The king had leprosy.  He invited Jesus to come visit him because he had heard that the Jews of Jerusalem did not like Him.  King Abgar offered to give Jesus one-half of his kingdom if He would come and heal him of his leprosy.  The tradition states that Jesus sent word to the king that He could not come, but that later He would send one of His apostles to him.  The tradition goes on to say that some time after Pentecost, the apostle Thaddaeus did go to the area and did heal the king of his leprosy.   Later, Lebbaeus was martyred as he served God in that area of the country.  That is only tradition, but the fact is that in Persia the little-known apostle gave his life in service to the Lord.

We know about Brazil's Amazon River, which is 3,900 miles long.  Its rain forests help reduce the greenhouse effect across the entire earth.  The vast area of plant life and trees help with our worldwide ecological balance.  The world would begin to suffer if a group of plants and trees in the middle of the rain forest could say, “We don't get enough praise and publicity for what we're doing for the betterment of the world, so let's stop our work.” Then if the rest of the plants and trees in the rain forest were to imitate the others, the world would suffer enormously from the effects of that withdrawal. But plants do not “go on strike.”  They live, serve, and die in obscurity.  

     Multiplied millions of Christians serve without recognition.  They are unheralded disciples who love Christ and do His will.  We can be like Lebbaeus.  We can make valuable contributions where we live. Join millions of other non-famous Christians who serve the living Christ.  Why not begin today where you are?

CHAPTER TEN

The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother;

 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus.…



           Matthew 10:2-3

       JAMES THE LESS:  OPPORTUNITIES FOR ORDINARY CHRISTIANS
Only a handful of people know about Gul Mohammed.  He died a few years ago in New Delhi, India (1997) when he was thirty-six years of age.  He once said that his lifetime dream was to marry a tall lady, but he never did.  Gul reached the height of twenty-two inches, which is less than two feet tall.  His name has entered into the Guinness Book of Records as the world's shortest man.

The name of James the Less is about as unknown to most people as the name of Gul Mohammed.  The nickname of “the Less” has been applied to the life of the barely known disciple so he would not be confused with the other apostle by the name of James.            The Bible does not record any act or any word about James.  He is one of the unheralded, obscure apostles among the Twelve. His name appears in the list of the apostles in the first three gospels.  John didn’t mention his name in the gospel of John.  And yet, Jesus called that ordinary man to be one of His followers.

Most of us feel ordinary.  We don't think that we measure up like other people ‑ ‑ we are not super saints.  Some decline opportunities of service because they feel that someone else is better prepared. And yet, ordinary Christians have big opportunities to be worthwhile in God's cause.  

Let's consider three opportunities from the life of James the Less, which you and I share.  First, we have the opportunity to live in fellowship with Jesus.  Second, we have the opportunity to relate well to others.  In the third place, we have the opportunity to be effective servants of the Lord. We can take advantage of these opportunities. 

I

We have the opportunity to have fellowship with Jesus.  The text in Mark 3:14 states that Jesus spent an entire night in prayer.  He came down from a mountain and gazed at a large number of disciples.  From that group he called twelve to follow Him. The text states, "that they might be with Him."  Jesus wanted that special group to be with Him wherever He went and get to know Him, to have fellowship with Him.  Those apostles lived close to Jesus for three years.  After His death on the cross and bodily resurrection, Jesus stayed among His followers for forty more days.  He showed Himself alive to them “after His passion (suffering and death) by many infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). Then he returned to heaven.  No one sees Jesus anymore.  His bodily presence is not with us.  And yet, every believer can have fellowship with Jesus.

        As we accept the words of Jesus we live in fellowship with Him.  The apostles heard Jesus for three years.  They listened to The Sermon on the Mount.  They heard His parables.  They heard Him speak about “The Pearl of Great Price.” When Jesus spoke about a man who sowed seed in the field, they listened.  They listened with amazement one day in Capernaum as officials asked Simon Peter about paying tribute money or taxes.  Jesus told Simon Peter to go down to the sea, cast a hook into the water, and catch a fish.  Then Jesus said, “When you have opened his mouth, you shall find a piece of money; that take, and give unto them from me and you" (Matt. 17:27).  Everyone awakens, hopefully, because of words and experiences like those!  But Jesus is not present physically any more. Some may wonder how we may hear Jesus speak today.

We read and hear the words of Jesus in the Scriptures. Within two hours we can read everything that the New Testament contains of the sayings of Jesus.  As we do that, we sense in a new way His presence with us.  

Erasmus was a Greek and Latin scholar who lived in Holland (b. 1466). That Churchman said that the one who reads the New Testament would have fellowship with Jesus as though He were standing in our presence.  When we read the Bible, Christ’s presence is with us by the Holy Spirit.    

Also, as we believe the works of Jesus, we're blessed by divine fellowship.  Jesus said to those who rejected Him, "Though you believe not me, believe the works: that you may know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him" (John 10:38).  Jesus healed multitudes during the years of His ministry (Matt. 8:16).  He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11).  Read the story of the long list of those Jesus healed in chapters eight and nine of Matthew.  The last verse in the book of John (21:25) states that if all that Jesus said and did were written that the world could not contain all the books that it would take to tell those stories. 

Jesus still does mighty works among us.  He changes the alcoholics, the drug addicts, the sexually perverted, and the snobbish, self-righteous gang  (1 Cor. 6:11).  When we trust Jesus for a work in our lives, He makes us a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). We don't have to walk around defeated by Satan, the flesh and the world.  

An amazing fact to me is that Jesus saved me while I was eleven years of age as our family tried to “squeeze out” a living on a small cotton and corn farm.  Christ’s work in my young life put me on the right path.  Christ’s work of redemption in me became as great a miracle as His work of saving a prisoner on death row.  Praise the Lord that He can work in our lives before we “throw life away,” as well as redeem those who have “hit the bottom.”

Although we may think that nothing significant ever happens in our lives, the truth is that Jesus gives us strength for the battles of life, gives joy in the midst of heartaches and gives assurance that He will always be with us. Jesus works today! When we allow God’s Son to control and guide us, we have fellowship with Him. 

          When we do the will of God, we have fellowship with Jesus.  Jesus said that He always did the will of God.  Someone said that the two greatest discoveries in life are to discover the will of God and do the will of God.  A Christian does not need to “play around” with the will of God when the Scriptures speak clearly about the way to live. We need to find out which way God is moving and get on that path.  

           Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane, "Not as I will, but as you will" (Matt. 26:39).  When we practice or walk in the will of God then fellowship with Jesus becomes a vital, unforgettable experience.

Acts 4:13 states that the people in Jerusalem watched Peter and John  "and took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus." Christ was with them then.  Our daily experience is not a "has been" but a present tense “is.”  He is with us where ever we may be in the “now” of life.

 We've known people who talked about living for Jesus in years gone by.  That which is needed for every Christian is the moment by moment business of living in fellowship with Him.  Are we taking advantage of this unique opportunity?  

II

We have the opportunity of relating well with others.  Let’s acquaint ourselves a little more with James the Little (or “Less).  Jesus had a half-brother named James (Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3).  That James wrote the small letter of James and he also served as pastor of the Church in Jerusalem (Acts15:13).  The half-brothers of Jesus didn't believe on him until after the resurrection (John 7:5; 1 Cor. 15:7).  

             Another man we call “James the Great” was the brother of John and he was a part of the famous Peter, James and John “trio.”  But the apostle James the Less was not in that group.  Thus, Jesus had two apostles by the name of James.  This second James who is being considered in this message is the unheralded one.  We can learn some lessons about getting along well with others from this "silent James."

One major lesson we can learn is that one of relating well to our families.  This lesson is desperately needed all across Christendom. Family members need to love one another, forgive one another, support one another, and pray for one another.  James the Less without doubt had good family relationships.  His father's name was Alphaeus who was also Matthew's father.  Thus James the Less and Matthew were probably brothers.  Alphaeus and Mary had the unique joy of having two sons who became apostles of Jesus, Matthew and James the Less.  

Mary was one of the women who watched as Jesus was being crucified.  She was one of the women at the Tomb when Jesus had been raised from the dead (Mark 15:47; 16:1).  This Scripture shows that the family was a devoted family.  They lived in harmony with each other.  We never read one word about James causing any problems in their family. We need those like James the Less in every family today.

 Psalms 133:1 states, "Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!"  Notice that the verse in Psalms ends with an exclamation point.  We are to get along well together.  Families needed to be bonded together in love.  Jesus can make this happen.

The P.H. Coates family owns a sheep and goat ranch of several thousand acres near Brackettville, Texas.  One day Mr. Coates invited me to go out and see his Angora and Spanish goats as well as his sheep.   I saw an interesting sight that day.  Two large buck sheep had some kind of an argument going on between them.  Each animal backed away from the other about 20 yards.  Then they ran towards each other as fast as they could go.  Their horns collided and that sound could have been heard a couple of hundred yards away.  Animals don’t always "behave themselves."  In a herd of sheep or goats one unruly animal can destroy the contentment of the other animals. 

Sometimes in a family an older brother may pass by a younger brother and pull the ear of that little one.  Our grandson James had the habit of thumping the ear of his younger brother, Wallace.  The older brother would say some word that disturbed the tranquillity of the younger sister.  At times a disturbance may take place between a husband and wife.   Problems may explode within the household.  However, the bad experiences can change into good ones.  Christ can make changes in family life.

  We can have good relationships within the family of God.  Christians ought to get along well with one another in God's kingdom. We never read one word about James the Less causing any problem among the apostles during the three years that they followed Jesus.  Jesus reprimanded Simon Peter on several occasions.   A rivalry existed among a few of the apostles. Some wanted a preeminent place.  Some became angry.  We do not read of any rebuke that Jesus ever gave James.  Evidently he got along well with the entire group.  We would welcome all those who have the temperament of James the Less into our church, wouldn’t we?

An ugly picture emerges in Second Chronicles chapter seventeen.  That chapter tells about the ten northern tribes of Israel who planned to attack the two southern tribes. King Abijah of the two southern tribes had 400,000 soldiers.  King Jeroboam of the ten northern tribes had 800,000 valiant soldiers.   The king with the smaller army told Jeroboam not to go to war against them because God would punish them if they did.  

The larger armies of the north came against the southern kingdom of Judah.  The Northern Kingdom of ten tribes lost 500,000 men in battle (2 Chronicles 17:13).  Five hundred thousand soldiers from the north died in those brief days of battle!  They did not need to fight one another.  But they did.  As a result, the losses were enormous, virtually incalculable.  When we "go to battle" everyone suffers.  We need to consider the blessings of getting along well with one another in God's kingdom.  We cannot afford a civil war among God’s people.

  In the first century the unbelieving world looked at the apostles and other converts and someone wrote, “Behold, how they love one another.”  Do you think that it’s possible for God’s redeemed people to get along with one another?  Healthy relationships are possible if we submit to the Lord and to one another.  A loving relationship among members of each local Church will bring about a new day of blessings from the Lord.  Can’t we say A‑men to this truth and practice it?

III

We have the opportunity of being effective in our service in God's kingdom.  The apostles had been fishermen, tax collectors or did other work before Jesus called them.  That special group of Christ's men, "His Cabinet,” did not come from “the rich and famous,” except for an exception or two.  And yet, Jesus qualified James the Less in order that he would be effective in God's kingdom.  Let’s look at a few secrets to effective service. 

           Effective people are faithful.  The apostles, despite their failures and their troubles, proved to be faithful to the Lord.  The world may not hear much about us.  Our names may not be in history books.   In fact, most Sunday School teachers, musicians, pastors, deacons, leaders in women's work and youth work and most other Christians remain in obscurity outside the area they live and serve.  The world doesn't know about their faithful service.  They serve in unknown places and most are never applauded by anyone for their service.   Millions of Christians fall into the category of the unknown and unheralded. But they're faithful!

The heart is a small muscle in the body.  It doesn't cry out for notice.  But it continues to beat thirty seven million times a year. It pumps the blood through about 185,000 miles of veins in the body and never asks for recognition from other body members.  And yet, if the heart skips eight or ten beats in a person's body, that one dies.  God's kingdom doesn't "fall over dead" when some drop out.  And yet, God's work suffers when anyone becomes unfaithful.

We know about the rod or "walking stick" that Moses carried. The color, length and weight of that rod made no difference. God told Moses to lift the rod above the Red Sea.  When Moses lifted his rod above the sea, it opened up for a distance of perhaps fifteen or twenty miles.  About two million Hebrews walked to their freedom from Egypt.  However, it wasn't the rod in the hands of Moses that "did the trick."  The miracle took place because of God’s miraculous power.

  Any Christian may be a vessel or instrument through which God can do His work.  If we want to be effective in Christian service, we must be faithful to the Lord.  

 To be effective we need to stay with the fundamentals of the faith.  That is, we stay with the basics.  A coach tells his or her players to stay with the basics.  In football it is block, tackle, pass, and run with the ball.

The text in Mark, chapter three, states that Jesus called the disciples to work for Him.  Primarily they were to preach, teach, and let God do His work among the people. We proclaim the death, resurrection, and the coming again of Jesus.  We tell about the intercessory work of Jesus, our Great High Priest.  We preach the Bible, but we emphasize over and over again the "simplicity of the gospel of Jesus."  We stay with the basic message of salvation in Jesus Christ.  We carry out the simple Bible message of serving together in “God’s vineyard.”

Effective servants depend upon the spiritual power that God makes available.  The early apostles worked under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  They did mighty works because of the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible states, "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord" (Zechariah 4:6). The Apostles preached and taught and worked under the Holy Spirit’s anointing.  We work for God by the gracious working of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit wants to make us effective in service.  Let's allow Him the privilege of doing it.

 Years ago S.D. Gordon wrote a wonderful book entitled Quiet Talks on Prayer.  In that writing the author gives an imaginary scene in heaven after Jesus ascended. The angel Gabriel and Jesus were walking down a street in Jerusalem. Gabriel said to Jesus, "You suffered a lot for the people on earth and you died for the whole world, didn't you?"            Jesus answered yes to the words of the angel.  Then Gabriel asked, "Does everyone know that you have died for them?" Jesus indicated that not everyone knows the story.  Gabriel asked what plans had been made so that everyone could learn about the redemption story.  Jesus answered that He had told the Apostles to tell the story.  Then those who heard their story would tell others, and then those would tell others.

   Gabriel knew the "stuff" from which the Apostles had been made.  He said, "If they get busy with other things and don't tell others, what is your plan?"  To that Jesus answered that He had no other plan.

Jesus wants us to have fellowship with Him.  He wants us to relate well to one another.  He wants us to be effective servants who tell the story of salvation to everyone we meet.  Will we as unheralded believers commit ourselves to Christ’s way of life?  A few words from a poet ought to have meaning for us: 

Christ has no tongue but our tongues to tell men how he died; 

                             He has no feet, but our feet, to lead them to His side.

Ordinary Christians like James the Less can be monumental in God’s kingdom.  Are we ready as common people to sign up for Jesus?


CHAPTER  ELEVEN

Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax collector, James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite....

            Matthew 10:3-4

When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.





Acts 1:13

SIMON ZELOTES: ZEALOUS CHRISTIANS 

When I grew up on a farm in Arkansas, I loved to watch our dog chase rabbits.  When Ted saw a rabbit, we stopped plowing or hoeing cotton or corn and watched as long as the dog and rabbit could be seen.  Dogs have an innate zeal to chase.

         The word “zeal” means an eagerness or flaming interest in pursuing something.  A zealous person has fervor, passion, intense feelings.  Osama bin Laden had a demonic passion for uprooting Western civilization as he stood behind the destruction of the World Trade Center in New York on September 11, 2001.  Many nations joined the USA to put an end to the Taliban of Afghanistan and their worldwide terrorist activities.

  In 6 A.D. a new revolutionary party of Jews began in Galilee.  Judas of Gamala led in the formation of the Zealots who wanted to end Roman control of their nation.  They did not like the poll tax which Rome imposed upon them, plus the ten percent tax on grain products and twenty percent on fruit and wine products.  The Zealots acknowledged their loyalty to authorities at the Temple in Jerusalem and to the Mosaic Law.  They rose in protest to the imposition of Roman law and authority. The leader was killed, but the group continued until Rome destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

When Jesus called His apostles, one had the name of Simon the Zealot (Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13).  The other two references in Matthew 10:4 and Mark 3:18 called him Simon the Canaanite.  That designation did not mean that he was a Canaanite.  Rather, it is a translation of the Aramaic word qan’an, meaning “zealous one.”

Simon Zelotes may have been one of the Zealots who opposed Rome's occupation of Palestine.  Again, the name of the “zealous one” became linked to the name of Simon because of his zeal when he answered the call of Jesus. The word “zealot” comes from the Greek word that refers to zeal.  Simon Zelotes’ name points the way for today's Christian.  We need to be people of zeal, fervor and passion.  We can be zealous Christians.  Look at some areas in which we may express Christian zeal. 

I

We can be zealous in prayer. God’s people should pray with zeal, with fervor, with intensity.  We can intercede with a heart that longs for God. Simon the Zealot was with Jesus when some asked Jesus to teach them how to pray (Luke 11:1).  Simon was nearby when Jesus said, "Men ought to always pray, and not to faint" (Luke 18:1).  Simon learned the great lesson of being zealous in prayer as he listened to Jesus.  

                After His death and resurrection, Jesus appeared to the eleven apostles as well as other believers.  They had many “infallible proofs” of Christ’s resurrection during those forty days before His ascension (Acts 1:3).  They saw Jesus.  They heard and talked to Him.  They touched the resurrected body of the Savior and they ate with Him.  The Apostle Paul wrote that more than five hundred saw Jesus after His resurrection, including Paul himself (1 Cor. 15:6-8).  

        Jesus told His apostles to wait in Jerusalem for the Jewish festival of Pentecost. Pentecost came fifty days after the first Passover (Exodus 12:40-51).  As we turn back the pages of Old Testament history, we’ll discover that fifty days after the Hebrew liberation or exodus from Egypt, God gave Moses the Law or the Ten Commandments.  Thus, the festival of Pentecost originally was the celebration of the giving of the Law to Moses.  

           In the New Testament era “the promise of the Father” (Joel 2:28-31; Acts 2) was fulfilled with the sending of the Holy Spirit.  The apostles waited in the Upper Room with more than one hundred other believers for that monumental day to arrive.

          The approximate number of one hundred and twenty made an interesting group.  Along with the eleven apostles, the name of the mother of Jesus appears, as well as a reference to His four brothers.  By implication the number probably included the sisters of Jesus, too  (Acts 1:13:14; See Matthew 1:25; 13:55; Mark 6:3).  “The women” referred to those who followed Jesus and stood near Him when He died on the cross.

         During the ten days between the Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost, that awesome group of believers devoted themselves to prayer.  They “joined together constantly” in persistent prayer.  John Stott states in his commentary on Acts (Inter Varsity Press) that Luke used the term “joined together” ten times in his writings and that the words are found only one more time in the New Testament.

        The emphasis given to that “protracted time of prayer” indicates a unique relationship of the group.  They “stuck together.”  They prayed with perseverance.  They may have talked during those days about the three-year ministry of Christ and “all that He began to do and teach”  (Acts 1:1).  They recounted the death and resurrection as well as the amazing departure of Christ into heaven.  The effusion, the outpouring, the gift and fullness, the coming of the Holy Spirit would soon “burst in upon them.”  They prayed and waited.              

          Suddenly Pentecost came with the sound like a rushing wind and tongues like fire settled upon them (Acts 2:2). After the season of prayer and waiting, the apostles along with the other believers experienced the wonder and awesome power of Pentecost.

        The Holy Spirit prepared “The Jesus Team” and all Christians to “tackle” the world with the Good News of the Messiah.  Jesus had stepped out of eternity into time, had lived a sinless life, and had taught as no other had taught; He had died for the sins of mankind, had been raised by the power of God, had returned to heaven, and had begun His “heavenly ministry.”  The Holy Spirit in a new dimension continued His work in the lives of God’s people as well as His work “in the world.” 

       Simon Zelotes saw, heard and felt what the other apostles witnessed about Jesus.  That Zealot came to the “Pentecost Season” with high expectations.  He prayed just as the others did.  We learn from that zealot that we also may pray. 

       We need to pray for ourselves.  Personally speaking (or writing), I need to pray for myself, just as everyone else does, that I will be what God wants me to be and do His will every day.  We can list several activities that one ought to do and not do each day.  One musical refrain doesn’t express the total picture of prayer, but it does show the need for individual prayer.  The words go like this, “It’s not my brother, and it’s my sister, but it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer.”  You and I can pray for ourselves.

         We need to be zealous in prayer for our families.  Simon the Zealot knew that Andrew and Peter were brothers.  He knew that Simon Peter had a mother-in-law who lived with him during the time he had a home in Capernaum.  He knew that James the Great and John were brothers.  Also, Simon the Zealot knew that Matthew and James the Less were brothers.  He had the opportunity of praying for all the families represented in the Upper Room.  We need to talk to God about our families.      

           Everyone admits that families need God’s help today. We can pray for children and parents as well as for the “extended family.”  If we make a list of family members, that list will be a long one.  We can pray for safety, guidance, health, moral integrity, and the total well being of the family.  Prayer binds us together.  When we pray for family members, God will fortify those members.  We need to begin this prayer habit early in life.  We can get hold of the hearts of children while they are young and never let them go.  Let’s teach everyone in the family the “habit of prayer” from earliest years.

         We can pray for the Church.  Simon knew that prayer was needed so that jealousies would not divide their group.  He had no doubt listened with much interest as James and John asked for the privilege of being on the right side and left side of Jesus in his coming kingdom.  Simon could pray that the nit-picking problems that the apostles faced would not divide their group.  

         The early Church in Jerusalem must have prayed for itself.  Probably the one hundred and twenty in the Upper Room heard their names called in prayer.  Perhaps they sometimes prayed in small groups as well as individually.   Blessings beyond measure come upon God’s people when they pray for one another.  As Simon Zelotes prayed zealously during those ten days, he pointed the way for us.

        We may pray for people who are unsaved.  Non-Christians are everywhere.  We need to make a long list of friends we know as well as those we do not know who need to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  As we read Scriptures such as Matthew 23:37, Romans 10:1, and Daniel 12:3 we learn great lessons about soul-winning prayers.

         We may pray for the government.  The Bible instructs us to pray for all that are in authority that they may be saved (I Timothy 2:2).  We have a big assignment to pray for local, state, national, and world leaders.  Major problems within nations and between nations have to be faced every year.  We may pray that the minds of leaders be awakened so that God may direct their thoughts.  

          The young apostles would soon face hostile governments.  They faced uncountable dangers.  They were going to be beaten, cast into prison, and most would die in service to God.  Therefore they prayed for world rulers as well as for Jewish leaders. 

         In a world of endless activities let us pray without ceasing. Simon Zelotes is an example of zeal in prayer.  Are we imitating him?

II

We can have a zeal for holiness. We need to have a passion for an old fashioned “baptism of holiness.”  The word holy or holiness, not counting its synonyms, appears more than five hundred times in the Bible. To be holy means to be Christ-like, godly, upright.  Jesus prayed in His “High Priestly Prayer” that His people would be “sanctified, set apart, made holy” (John 17: 15-17). We can’t divorce ethics from the Christian life, although some may be blind to this connection.

         The life of holiness ought to be a day-by-day experience for each of us.  Christians need to be ethically and morally upright.  We need to pray that we will be genuine and honest in all of life’s relationships.

       The renowned Presbyterian pastor, Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse (d. 1960), told the story of a man who commented after he became a Christian, “I am a butcher, and since I have been saved I have stopped weighing my thumb.”  The man said that he had sold one of his thumbs for the price of beef hundreds of times.   He awakened to the need of holiness.

One fellow prayed, “Oh, Lord, make me holy, but not now!”

           Every year we hear much about Mardi Gras in New Orleans or wild celebrations in Rio de Janeiro.  Just before the season of Lent begins, some feel that they need to vent their emotions and sow wild oats before they embark upon weeks of prayer, fasting and good behavior. Lent becomes “vent season” for many.  Some “sow wild oats and pray for a crop failure.” That kind of praying doesn’t work.  We are to be holy all year long.

We ought to be holy because God is holy.  Isaiah gives a picture of God’s holiness in chapter six of his book. Three times holiness is ascribed to God in that text.  Hebrews 7:26 states that Jesus, our great high priest, is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens." Jesus said, "Be perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect" (Mat. 5:48). We do not trust in pagan deities like the Roman and Greek gods who fought one another, stole wives from one another and lived immoral lives.  Our holy God commands us to be upright.

Simon the Zealot began to follow Jesus.   He knew that political and religious leaders were ordinary people.  He knew that Roman invaders had problems.  But when Simon met Jesus, he knew that he had come into fellowship with the Son of God who never sinned.  Jesus became the role model for Simon. Jesus remains our perfect example.  We are to be holy because our Redeemer and Lord is holy. 

We are to have a zeal for holiness because we are God’s “holy people.”  The Bible calls all believers or Christians “saints.”  As one reads the New Testament letters of Paul, the “haunting” truth of our sainthood slaps us in the face.  Jesus has redeemed us.  No one is flawless or perfect in this life, but we now have Christ’s righteousness and life. He lives within us and wants His glory to shine through us.

Even though the Christian is holy, he or she lives in “tension territory.”  The Holy Spirit calls us to walk the upward way, but the world, the flesh and the devil try to pull us on a prodigal, downward road.  Twenty-first century Christians need a passion for holiness as perhaps never before.  Holiness as a moment-by-moment reality in life is possible; and yet, the obsession for holiness comes through the route of discipline.  

We must be ready to “pay the price” for a life of holiness.  We can not be like Lot and be satisfied with the “well-watered plains” in Sin City if we want God’s refreshing holiness.  However, when we commit our lives to the Holy Spirit who wants to lead and equip us, the life of holiness will be ours. Every Christian is to “follow after holiness” which Hebrews 12:14 sets forth as our route.

In many places young people have a slogan called “True Love Waits.”  The youth are challenged to remain pure in their sexual lives and keep themselves pure for their marriage partners.  We applaud the response of those who remain true to God, to themselves and to others.  The zeal for holiness in every area of life is needed.

The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 3:9 that he didn’t have his own righteousness or holiness.  Paul’s righteousness did not come through keeping the law, but he received God’s righteousness by his personal relationship with Christ. Thus, Paul challenges us “to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:9).  We are to see that the process of sanctification continues in life. We are to be holy because God already declares us holy.  

We need to have a zeal for holiness because God chastens His people who sin.  We do not like the idea of being rebuked or punished.  However, remember that "the Lord chastens those he loves” (Hebrews 12:6).  When we fail at the point of holiness, we face reprimands.  

Ezekiel gives an insight into the lives of God's people who had fallen into idolatry and immorality (chapter 7).  God commissioned a man dressed in linen with an inkhorn to go throughout Jerusalem and put a mark upon the foreheads of all who were righteous.  Six men followed that man with a command to slay all those who were not holy and who did not have a mark upon their forehead.  

 God's punishment came swiftly upon the people of Jerusalem until Ezekiel cried out saying, "Ah, Lord God!  Will you destroy all the residue of Israel...in your fury?"  We need holiness in our speech, in our actions, in our thoughts.  God calls us to be a holy people.  If we fail to live right, chastening comes.  

     When I was seven years of age, a brother who was eight years older than I asked me, “Little brother, do you want to smoke?”  That offer of smoking appealed to me and my brother got a “yes” answer.  He rushed into the house, made a cigarette from coffee, brought it back to me, lighted that cigarette and told me to stay in the corner of the chimney by the house.  He said, “Don’t move, because Mom may see you smoking.”               My brother strolled into the house and told our Mom that I was outside smoking.  That lady rushed outside and snatched a limb off a bush.  Before I knew what was happening, Mom gave me a whipping that I’ll never forget.  I dropped the smoking habit that day. 

 Chastening by parents is expected.  When a child pulls the hair of a sibling or “throws a tantrum,” that one needs correcting.  God chastens the disobedient because He loves them.  He wants us to live on “The Highway of Holiness” (Isaiah 35:8).  What about our passion for holiness? 

III

Like Simon Zelotes we need a passion, a zeal for service.  Simon may have served his country loyally for a time as a member of the Zealot sect. He demonstrated a first class zeal in his service to Christ. 

        Tradition states that Simon Zelotes traveled across the North African continent, proclaiming Jesus as the Messiah and Redeemer.  His service didn’t end in that part of the world; he may have preached in Spain and all the way to the British Isles.  As he felt the leading of the Holy Spirit and as he remembered the words of Jesus to go to the “ends of the world,” Simon Zelotes may have crossed Asia Minor and then on to the Babylonian lands as he proclaimed the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.

         The Apostles had access to the known world of their day because of four reasons.  One was the  “Pax Romana” or Roman Peace.  In the second place, the world in New Testament times had become united with the Greek and Latin languages.  A third door of opportunity for the sharing of the gospel came because of the Roman highway system that made worldwide travel possible.  Primarily, the apostles had the words of Jesus inflamed by the Holy Spirit to take the message of redemption to the ends of the earth.  

           Simon Zelotes stood among those apostles who answered Christ’s call to announce God’s message of salvation.  He had a zeal for service.  Wherever Simon Zelotes and the other apostles served they covered the world of their day with the message of Christ, not thinking of “preserving their own lives.”  They preached Jesus Christ, the world’s only Savior with a zeal that’s a model for every age. 

           Rhonda Patterson is a wife and mother of seven children - - one daughter and six sons.   Rhonda, a less-than-forty-year old charming lady, “home schools” her children until they enter high school.

          She prepares most all meals for the family at home.  That’s nine meals two times a day  - - except for “Jo-Jo” who is six and declares, “I get my own cereal for breakfast!”

         Rhonda gives support to the sons who play football and other sports.  She teaches a Sunday School class.  She presents special music.  She sits with the younger children in church and teaches them how to participate in singing, praying, giving, and listening.

         Rhonda and her friend, Jana Hill, have produced a magnificent CD entitled “Crimson Red.”  When this charming lady leads in prayer, those around her know that “heaven comes down and glory fills the soul.”

          What’s wrong with Joe Patterson’s wife?  She never has gone on a “deviation detour.”  She’s loyal to her husband and family.  She and her family live in an isolated west Texas town far from Wal-Mart, grocery stores, doctors, etc.  And yet, Rhonda sings praises to the Lord every day.  She doesn’t smoke, drink, use drugs, nor curse - - wait a minute!  Rhonda says, “Now preacher, sometimes I have ‘lost my cool’ and have said words that should never have been spoken!”   How does this vivacious lady do all she does without “wilting under the load?”

       The testimony of Rhonda rings out like many others.  She says, “A life commanded by the Holy Spirit is indeed a wonderful life!”   Rhonda’s friends know that she lives a Spirit-controlled, God-intoxicated, Christ-honoring life.  God’s design for Christians is that we be zealous in our spiritual, selfless service.  Rhonda lives and serves in Christ-like ways.  Simon the Zealot did, and we can, too.

The Bible challenges Christians to be zealous for the Lord.  "God has purified for himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works" (Titus 2:14).  Are you and I zealous in our service for Christ and His Cause? 

         Dr. Bill Bright, the founder of “Campus Crusade for Christ,” tells the following story about an Irish explorer.  In 1914 Ernest Shackleton and his crew set out to walk across the frozen wasteland of Antarctica.  That trip of 1,500 miles had never been made before.   That man used 39 sled dogs to go before them.  Months before their journey ended, the crew found it necessary to kill and eat the dogs to avoid starvation. 

         Shackleton and his men lost their ship on crushing ice floes and for weeks lived on the ice. When the floes began to break apart and melt in the summer, they got on board three life rafts to sail 800 miles on open sea to Easter Island. 

          If we wonder how Shackleton got the crew to volunteer for that danger-filled voyage, we have the answer.  He placed an advertisement in the London Times.  The ad read: "Men wanted for hazardous journey. Small wages, bitter cold, long months of complete darkness, constant danger. Safe return doubtful."  In spite of that warning, brave men jumped at the idea of being a part of that Antarctica venture. 

         Shackleton said to his men,    "Follow as I lead, do what I say must be done, and I'll get you home."  Two years later, he did get them home.  People sometimes sign up for a temporary cause under miserable conditions. 

         Why are many reluctant to commit their lives to Jesus?  The matchless Son of God came from heaven and died for us, came to life again, and challenges us to live in “hot pursuit” of Him.   Jesus never said that His followers would find an easy life.  His challenging words still echo across the centuries,  "If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put take up your cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34-35). 

        Christ’s disciples on every continent continue to follow Him.  Millions have been martyred because of their allegiance to Jesus.  And yet, the Son of God promised to be with us, and by following Him, we discover what it means to live now and forever. 

         Shackleton said, "Follow as I lead, do what I say must be done, and I'll get you home." If we follow Jesus, He will get us to our real home, heaven!

Two thousand years ago Jesus found a man called Simon Zelotes who dared to follow wherever Christ wanted him to go.  We may dedicate our lives to the Lord who has an eternal plan and purpose for us.  Will we answer the divine summons and be zealous for Jesus?

CHAPTER TWELVE

Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax collector, James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.  


     Matthew 10:3-4

After Jesus had spoken, he was troubled in spirit and testified, I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.  His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant.  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.  Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, ask him which one he means.  Learning back against Jesus, he asked him, Lord is it I?  Jesus answered; "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish."  Then dipping the

piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.  As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.  What you are about to do, do quickly, Jesus told him, but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him.  Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the feast, or to give something to the poor.  As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out.  And it was night.”                                                                                  John 13:21-30

JUDAS ISCARIOT: THE TRAGEDY OF SIN
Maximilien Robespierre grew up in France as a poor boy.  He studied hard and won a scholarship to the University of Paris.  When he graduated from that esteemed university, Robespierre accepted a position as judge in one of the provinces of France.  He soon resigned the job because he did not like the harsh sentences that had to be given to many citizens of his country.  Some time later Robespierre became chairman of a powerful committee in government.  The Reign of Terror of 1789-99 began under his leadership.  He gave the death sentence to thousands of his countrymen.  He ordered the execution of King Louis the sixteenth by the guillotine.  His countrymen called Robespierre a traitor and betrayer.   Today most folks outside of France do not know that man’s name. 

Two thousand years ago Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus.  The name of Judas has not been forgotten after twenty centuries.  No one gives a child, a horse or even a dog the name of Judas.  The name of Judas appears about forty times in the New Testament.  All four gospel writers as well as the first chapter of the book of Acts tell of the tragic death of Judas.  We learn of the tragedy of sin from the life of Judas.  Sin's tragedy may be solved if we receive Jesus as personal Savior. 

I

We must take advantage of our spiritual opportunities to avoid the tragedy of sin.  God affords every person many flavorful moments, which often may be overlooked.  We must latch on to those golden possibilities if we want to avoid a life of shame and failure.

We have an opportunity of a good name. Solomon wrote,  "A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches" (Proverbs 22:1).  We ought to have concern for a good name that represents who and what we are, our character.

Judas had a good name.  His name came from one of the sons of Jacob who had the name of Judah.  Judas is the Greek version of that Hebrew name.  Judah was one of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Judas Maccabeus freed the Hebrews from Greek power in 167 B.C.  That name had prestige in it.  Jesus came from that tribe and is called “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah.”   One of the brothers of Jesus had the name of Judas, and he wrote the small book of Jude in the New Testament.  Judas means, "Praise to the Lord."  And yet, Judas Iscariot ruined that name. "The name of the wicked shall rot" (Prov. 10:7). The name of Judas has lost its former glory.

          As Christians we have a superior name.  The word Christian comes from Christ.  It means “the anointed one.”  That was the Messiah's name.  We have inherited Christ's name by being called His followers or Christians.  

         The name of Jesus Christ is "the name above every name" (Phil. 2:9-11).  The name of the Son of God is infinitely greater than the name of Buddha, Mohammed, atheist or any other name.  We can wear that name with pride and with joy.  We are known as little “christs” or Christians.  Someone wrote a poem, and one line reads, “I know of a land that is sunk in shame, of souls that faint and tire; but I know a name, a name, a name, that can set the land on fire.  That name is Jesus.”  We have the opportunity of a good name. Let’s not lose it nor abuse it.  

We have an opportunity of a good home.  If we do not have an excellent home, we can do something about the situation.  The home of any person can be improved if we work at it.  We need to “set our house in order.”  We are ready to live or die if home life is what God designs it to be.

Give yourself a test.  If Jesus were to come to your house today, what would you do to prepare for His visit?  How would that place look?  Clean?  Spotless?  Well-arranged?  What about the books on display?  What kind of talk would be going on?  Would you allow Jesus to hear the normal, everyday conversation?  What about the music that’s played in your house?  Many places called home might be more of a “welcome spot” for Satan rather than for Christ.  The home atmosphere ought to resemble heaven, not some downtown tavern.  We need a renewal, a new beginning in home life.  Does your home need a “face lift” so that everyone would know that you are one of Christ’s followers?

Judas had a good home.  He was from Kerioth, a small town thirty miles south of Jerusalem (south of Hebron).  That town had been taken over by Hebrews in the time of Joshua and made into a sacred city (Josh. 15:25).  The name Iscariot is derived from Kerioth.  He was Judas from Kerioth or Iscariot.  Additionally, his father's name was Simeon (John 13:2).  Most likely his mother and father were faithful Hebrews who attended synagogue worship.  A good home is a wonderful opportunity for anyone.  Many people fail as Judas did because they never take advantage of home opportunities. 

Isn't it strange that princes and kings 

And clowns that caper in sawdust rings,

And common folks like you and me,

 Are builders of eternity.

To each is given a bag of tools, a mass of things,

 And a book of rules; 

And each must fashion,

 'Ere life is flown, 

A stumbling block or a stepping-stone.

We have the opportunity of a good fellowship.  Think of Judas.  He lived in fellowship with Jesus for three years.  He witnessed countless miracles of Jesus.  Judas was near Jesus every day so that he could reach out and touch the Savior.  He associated with eleven other apostles.  He saw Peter as he began to sink in the Sea of Galilee one stormy night.  He associated with Thomas and with Matthew and with Simon Zelotes and all the others. What a tremendous fellowship Judas had for three years, but he failed to take advantage of it.

In the family of God we have fellowship with those around us.  We can “rub elbows” with teachers, musicians and the crowds that come to church week after week.  What an enriching time this can be!  The people in Church are the saints of God.  These are the ones who have been adopted into the family of God.  They are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus.  We belong to a “company of the committed.”  When people miss this opportunity of fellowship with God’s people in Church they become poor indeed.                  The Bible gives a clear word to everyone about meeting for corporate worship.  Hebrews 10:25 gives a remarkable, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is...” We cheat ourselves if we fail to get in on the greatest fellowship that man can ever have.  We don’t need to cut ourselves off from fellow believers as Judas did.  Let's not miss the spiritual opportunities we have.  

II

We must refuse the temptations we face to avoid the tragedy of sin.  Everyone meets all kinds of temptations.  Look at some of the temptations that Judas yielded to which led to his ruin. 

We must be careful with the temptation of greed.  Greed or covetousness is the desire for things.  When a person does not have Jesus in the center of life, that empty place or void becomes filled with “stuff.”  An unsaved person as well as the saved finds it easy to become addicted to the love of things.  We crave the material.  We live in a physical world.  It is easy to get our hearts set on cars, houses, jobs, ranches - - things.  

Everyone depends to a certain extent on things.  Jesus said, "Man cannot live by bread alone." That is true.  We depend up to a point on bread.  And yet, we cannot let the desire for the material crowd out the need of Jesus.  Uncontrolled greed leads to ruin.

The story in John chapter 12 is a familiar one.  Jesus had gone to the home of Mary, Martha and Lazarus.  That was his last visit with the family before His crucifixion.  Mary loved Jesus.  She took a bottle of costly perfume and as an act of devotion and gratitude to Jesus.   She broke that bottle and let all the ointment flow over the feet of Jesus.  Then she began to weep and dry His feet with her hair.

Judas declared that such an extravagant expression from Mary had been a waste.  He said that the perfume could have been sold and the money given to the poor.  Judas did not love the poor; he mentioned the poor because he carried the moneybag for the apostles.  He probably had been in the habit of stealing from their common purse.  He saw another opportunity of getting more money for himself (John 12:6).  

Soon after the apostles left Bethany, Judas went to the religious leaders and asked what they would give him for delivering Jesus to them. They agreed upon the price of thirty pieces of silver (Mt. 27:9).  That was the price of a slave who had been killed by a beast.  The man who owned an animal that killed another man’s servant had to pay the owner thirty pieces of silver which was a small amount (Ex. 21:32).  For a little “pocket change,” Judas delivered Jesus into the hands of his enemies.  Greed did it!

What is the driving force behind the multibillion-dollar drug cartel around the world?  It is money.  The force behind prostitution is greed - - it’s money.  What brings about the struggle for world power and control except for the love of money?  Money and material goods in themselves are not evil.  The Scripture states that the “love of money” is the root of all evil (I Tim. 6:9-10).  God never becomes the central person in life as long as we let “things” be the central.

Moses wrote, "Cursed be he that takes a reward to slay an innocent person.  And all the people said, A-men" (Deuteronomy 27:25).  Those words about "taking a reward to slay an innocent person" had their fulfillment in the life of Judas who betrayed Jesus.  Out of any heart can flow the awful sin of greed.

We must be careful with the temptation of hypocrisy.  Everyone has a tinge of hypocrisy in the routine of life.  Yet again, uncontrolled hypocrisy can lead to ruin.  Psalms 41:9 gives a brief foretelling of the betrayal of Jesus in these words, "Yea, my own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, has lifted up his heel against me."  Judas pretended friendship with Jesus, but he was a hypocrite.

Jesus and eleven apostles walked to the Garden of Gethsemane after leaving the Upper Room (Matt. 26:36).  Jesus agonized in prayer.  About an hour later, Judas came with a big crowd of officials who carried sticks and swords.  Possibly as many as three or four hundred may have gone after Jesus, even though He never carried a physical weapon.  The religious leaders were anxious to beat Jesus into submission. 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, the place of prayer, Judas approached Jesus and kissed Him as a sign of friendship.  The expression in the Greek language is that the betrayer kissed Jesus again and again in order that the religious leaders would make no mistake about the identity of Jesus on that “dark night of the soul.”  All four gospels tell that story of hypocrisy.  

We need to search our own mind and heart.  We say that we love Jesus.  We go to Church, sit in Bible study classes, sing in the choir, make financial contributions, and go through all the rituals of religion, but do we love the Lord with our total being?  As Shakespeare’s Macbeth said, “Ah, there’s the rub.”  A person who pretends loyalty to Jesus, but is unfaithful when the big test comes, could be in the “Judas camp.” 

We must be careful with the temptation to reject the Word of God.  Judas had heard Jesus speak on countless occasions.  Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount that a person could not serve two masters (Matt. 6:24). Judas heard the discourse of Jesus on the broad and narrow way in (Matt. 7:13-14).  He listened as Jesus spoke about the route that goes to Heaven and the one that leads to Hell.  Judas must have remembered when Jesus told about those who would cast out demons and do mighty works in His name.  Jesus warned the unconverted miracle workers that one day He would tell them to depart from Him because He had never known them (Matt. 7:22).  Judas was near the gate of heaven, but he refused the words that offered him life.  He chose the way to ruin and refused the path to redemption.

In John chapter 13 Jesus spoke words about His death for sinful mankind that Judas heard. The broken bread represents the broken, crucified body of Jesus and the wine represents the blood that Jesus shed for man's salvation.  Judas never let those words become life-giving power in his own life.  Many people hear the message of salvation without receiving it.  To reject God’s Word is tragic.

III

We must receive Jesus as Savior to avoid the tragedy of sin.  Those who believe in Jesus have life, but those who reject Him face the tragedy of eternal separation from God.

 Judas made his choice.  He refused to submit his life to Jesus with whom he had a three-year association.  He chose Satan’s route and refused Jesus, the perfect Savior.

 From the start of his ministry Jesus knew all about His disciples.  "Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who should betray Him" (John 6:64).  Again the words of Jesus are recorded, "Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?" (John 6:70).  Jesus identified Judas Iscariot as His traitor in John 6:71.

On the night of the Memorial Meal and the Gethsemane experience, Judas removed all blockades to Satan's power over him.  Satan entered into the life of Judas to control his every move from that moment forward (John 13:27).  Judas forever closed the door to salvation when he ate bread with Jesus.  He heard Christ say to him, "What you do, do quickly" (John 13:27).  The betrayer left the group, went out, and "it was night"- -  (John 13:30).  The night is always a dark one for the person who leaves Jesus and lets Satan forever take control.

Matthew records the sad story of the death of Judas (27:3-6); that story appears again in Acts 1:15-20, 25.  Realizing what he had done, Judas took the betrayal money back to the temple and threw it down at the feet of the chief priests and elders.  He walked hurriedly away from that place and took his own life by hanging.  His body soon fell from the tree and broke apart as it hit the ground.   

Judas went into eternity separated from God because he refused Jesus as his personal Savior.  Jesus had said to him, "Woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed!  Good were it for that man if he had never been born" (Mark 14:21).  Sin's tragedy is to be eternally separated from God. 

 Comparing Christ's true nobility to that of British royalty always comes up short.  Realizing that, we can still consider a story that took place a number of years ago.  Two men went ashore at Inverness, in northwest Scotland, in hopes of walking across the Highlands.  They eventually became lost and sought desperately for assistance and lodging.  One household rudely turned them away, so the men were forced to look for shelter elsewhere in the desolate area. 

         Finally, the two men were welcomed into another home. The members of the first home learned of the awful mistake they had made in sending the lost strangers on their way.  They had shown their worst side to Prince George and his brother, the Duke of Clarence - - two of the most important figures they would have ever entertained.  They could have gladly told everyone they met about the very fortunate experience for the rest of their lives.  But they made a permanently embarrassing mistake that night, never to be corrected.  

        Embarrassment is one thing.  But it is not a fatal condition.  Turning Christ away, on the other hand, is the ultimate mistake one can make.  We need to remember this, and welcome Jesus into our lives. The Spirit of God calls upon everyone to repent and trust in Jesus.  He is the only way to salvation and life eternal.    

       Jesus took the full penalty of sin upon himself.  He died for sinful man.  The Bible gives an exciting word of Good News for everyone, "for God made him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him" (2 Cor. 5:21).  Jesus gave His life on the cross for our salvation.  He rose from the dead and lives eternally.  Jesus wants us to avoid the tragedy of sin and receive Him as Savior. The way we go is the Judas way or the Jesus way.  Which way are you going?

CHAPTER THIRTEEN

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"   He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  

                                                      Acts 9:1-6 (vs. 1-9; Also see Acts chs. 22 and 26). 

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.


                                                     1 Corinthians 15:8

PAUL:  AN EXTRAORDINARY CHRISTIAN
Once upon a time there lived a man by the name of Og.  That man became King of Bashan in the northern part of the Holy Land.  King Og was a giant who had a bed that was fourteen feet long and six feet wide.  The Old Testament states that Og was the last of the remnants of the giants (Deuteronomy 3:11).

Unlike King Og, Paul was not an impressive man physically.  From the Bible and early Christian historians we have a few glimpses into Paul’s “make up” to indicate that his greatness didn’t come from outward appearances.

Writers have said that Paul was not much above five feet tall.  He was most likely bald-headed.  He had poor eyesight, a crooked nose, and may have been bow-legged.   Paul’s own description of himself included a weak body, contemptible speech, and poor eyesight (2 Cor. 10:9-10; 2 Cor. 11:6; Galatians 4:15).   His physical appearance did not impress anyone, but his spiritual and moral qualities placed Paul in the ranks of the extraordinary people of all generations.  Paul was an extraordinary Christian and Apostle.

Even though Paul stands out as the greatest apostle and Christian since the time of Jesus, yet he never has made such great claims for himself.  He wrote, “I am the chief of all sinners, the least of all saints” (1 Timothy 1:15).

We find good reasons in the life of Paul to declare that he was an “extraordinary saint.”  When we submit life to God we, too, can qualify to be God’s extraordinary people.  We can’t be “another Paul.”  God wants us to be ourselves as He changes us into the people we need to be.  

Three steps are needed for one to be an extraordinary Christian.  These are conversion, convictions and companionship.  Look at these three ideas that were in the life of Paul and may be found in the life of every Christian.  God can make us extra- ordinary people.  We can be above the ordinary in every area of life where we live.

I

Conversion is the first step on the way to becoming an extraordinary Christian.  Christian conversion means that a person repents of the sin of unbelief and receives Jesus as personal Savior.    

        The turnaround or conversion experience of Paul is recorded in chapters 9, 22, and 26.  Let’s review the monumental events that took place before Jesus stopped Paul “dead in his tracks” on the Damascus Road.

         The three-year ministry of Jesus had come to a close. The crucifixion had taken place, followed by Christ’s bodily resurrection (Acts 1:3; 1 Cor. 15).  During a period of forty days, Jesus walked and talked with His followers, and then ascended to heaven. About one hundred and twenty believers waited in Jerusalem for ten days as Jesus had instructed them.  On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit, with an unforgettable display of power, descended upon the “Upper Room” believers. 

           Simon Peter and the other apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, began to preach about the death and resurrection of Jesus. Thousands responded to the invitation and became followers of "the Nazarene."

          One "rabid rabbi" by the name of Saul of Tarsus (Paul) became a bitter enemy of the Christian faith.  He was determined to put an end to the phenomenal spread of that NEW MOVEMENT.  He gave permission for the stoning of Stephen as the story is told in the seventh chapter of Acts.

Soon after the martyrdom of Stephen, the Jewish Supreme Court in Jerusalem gave Paul authority to go to Damascus and arrest any Christians he could find.  As Paul and his group arrived near that Syrian city, a bright light from heaven enveloped them.  Paul fell to the ground as the Lord’s glory blinded him.  A voice asked, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"  When Paul asked who was being persecuted, the answer came back, "I am Jesus whom you persecute"  (Acts 9:4-5).  At that moment, Paul changed.  He repented, believed, was baptized, and soon became a flaming evangelist for Christ.
True conversion leads one to turn from sin to the Savior.  We receive Jesus by faith and become God's sons.  John 1:12 states that those who receive Jesus become the children of God.  Romans 10:9-10 states that a person who believes that Jesus is the crucified, resurrected Son of God and trusts in Him has eternal life. 

Years ago during a Rose Bowl football game in California, a player fumbled the ball in mid-field.  Roy Reigels picked up the ball and ran toward the wrong goal line as fast as he could go.  The crowds jumped to their feet and screamed.   All the players seemed to run after the one with the football, who carried it almost to the goal line before being tackled by one of his teammates.  His team lost the game, and that player forever afterward was called "Wrong-Way Reigels."

Like Wrong-Way Reigels, many people are on the wrong road.  Proverbs 14:12 states that many routes that seem good to a person may be the ways of death.  Salvation does not come through a church or a denomination.  Religious rites do not offer redemption.  Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6).  All who repent and receive Jesus becomes God’s “converts.”  The amazing fact is that every converted person has the possibility of becoming an extraordinary Christian.

II

Right Convictions become another step on the route to being an extraordinary Christian.  We are often persuaded or convinced about many issues in life.  Sometimes they're right and often those convictions may be wrong.  The Christian needs genuine convictions that come from God.  

       We need convictions about the Scriptures.  The Bible is God's divinely inspired and authoritative Word.  As Paul wrote, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable" (2 Tim. 3:16).  The Bible is a unique Book.  It is eternal. "Forever, O Lord, your Word is settled in heaven" (Psalms 119:89).   No other book can be compared with God's eternal Word.  We find help in the Bible that exceeds instruction and help from any other writing.  Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to trust the Lord without leaning upon our own wisdom and God will direct us in the right way.  God’s Word is supreme.  Have unshakable convictions about God’s unique and inspired Word.  

           The Book of Mormon was and is a romantic novel probably written by Joseph Spaulding and pawned off on the world by a self-appointed prophet.  That Mormon Bible has no archaeological evidence for its so-called cities and stories.  It is a fabrication that is used to deceive.  

         God's Book takes us to Jesus, the Source of life.  The true Scriptures are the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament and the twenty-seven of the New Testament.  God’s revelation became complete with the apostles who saw and wrote of Jesus.  Read John and Proverbs and the entire Bible.  We need convictions about God's Word.  

         Charles Spurgeon of England said, “The Bible is like a tiger.  You don’t have to defend that animal.  Turn him loose and he defends himself.”  We don’t need to defend and argue over the Scriptures.  Turn it loose and it will do God’s work.  It is like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces.  The Bible is like a sword that cuts in all directions The Scriptures are like a fire that burns (Jeremiah 23:29; Hebrews 4:12).  Let’s have convictions about God’s Word and “turn it loose.”

We need convictions about the Savior.  At the out set of human history God gave the promise of the Redeemer.  Throughout the Old Testament dozens of prophecies of the coming Messiah may be found.  The New Testament revealed what the Old Testament concealed.  We need convictions about Jesus as the Eternal Christ, His Virgin birth, His perfect life.  His teachings are infallible.  He died as out substitute on the cross and shed His blood for our redemption.  He was buried and rose again on the third day.  He ascended to heaven and intercedes for us and will come again.  Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life," and He is the only way to God (John 14:6).  

Once the world became so wicked and violent that God said that He was going to destroy it by a flood.  God spoke to Noah and told him to build an ark so that he and his family and plenty of animals could be saved from the destruction that would come upon the earth.  Noah and his sons worked for one hundred twenty years to build the large vessel.  During those years Noah preached.  The day of the flood came and Noah’s family and countless animals entered the ark.  They went through one door.  Noah obeyed as God told him to do.  He and his family found life.

We have only one “ark of salvation” and that is Jesus.  He is the only Savior.  No other way is open for man to go into God’s presence and live forever.  He is the unique, once-in-history Son of God and Son of man who offers life eternal.  No one else has ever made the claims of Jesus nor has anyone else ever done what He has done.  We need deep, unshakable convictions about Jesus.

We need convictions about Satan.  He is the devil, the deceiver.  The Bible reminds us in 2 Corinthians chapter four that Satan blinds the minds of those who refuse to come to Christ lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ should shine unto them so that they can be saved.

The devil is behind the evil powers of the world.  He is like a roaring lion that wants to devour and destroy all that he can.  The devil with all the evil ways that he offers to man wants to keep everyone from coming to Jesus as Savior.  We need to know that the devil has been “sorely wounded” by the death of Jesus on the cross, but meanwhile the evil one is trying to stop all the work of God that he can.  We need convictions about the evil devil - - remove the letter “d” from the devil’s name and you have the word “evil.”

We need convictions about service.  This is the place where Christians can show themselves to be “extraordinary.”  We have been saved to bring glory to God, to praise him and to help one another.  Christ has saved us in order that we may go to work for Him in the Church and kingdom cause. Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:10,  “For we are created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”  Every Christian needs to focus on verse 10.   The "unto" preposition is the word "hina" in Greek, which is a “purpose” clause.  That "unto" tells us that we are to produce "good works" because God has ordained this way of life for His redeemed people.  We work for the Lord out of gratitude for the life He gives us.  The great gift of salvation motivates us to work for the Lord.

Our service unto the Lord needs to be ceaseless.  When God saved Paul on the Damascus Road, that “thirteenth apostle” asked," Lord, what will you have me to do?"  Between his conversion and his death, Paul kept going.  He traveled south to the Arabian Desert.  He moved across the Holy Land to Asia Minor.  He preached in Rome and beyond.   Some historians think Paul may have gone as far as France and England between 63 and 68 A.D.  Paul traveled at least ten thousand miles on his missionary journeys.  We can keep going, too.

In tens of thousands of Churches across the world we find people in “ceaseless activity” for God.  Those people teach the Bible, visit, go to see the sick in the hospitals or in homes, attend Church regularly, pray, promote home Bible studies, invite their neighbors to Church, support their pastors, serve as ushers in Churches and the work is endless.  Praise the Lord for Christians who become involved in God’s worldwide kingdom enterprise. 

Our service to the Lord may be costly.  Paul paid a big price for serving the Lord.  He listed some of his sufferings in 2 Corinthians:11:23-33.  When we follow the Savior, we should prepare to be "good soldiers" of Jesus.  Countless pastors in “third world” countries live on starvation salaries, travel by bicycle or bus and never own a home.  Those people know what it is to “suffer for Christ.”

Billy Sunday, a fiery evangelist of a past generation, declared that many soldiers never come home from wars because they die on battlefields.  Other soldiers come home with wounds.  Then he asked, “Oh, Christian, what scars can you show for your service to Christ?”  What about our service to the Lord?  Is it casual or costly?  Do we give our best to the Master?

Our service unto the Lord needs to be with compassion.  As Paul left Ephesus where he served about three years, he wrote, "You know...after what manner I have been with you at all season, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and trials" (Acts 20:18-19).  Again, Paul wrote in the first verses of chapters nine and ten of Romans that he had great heaviness and continual sorrow in his heart for those who had not been saved.  Is our service to Christ one of compassion?  What about our tears over the lost, the prodigals, the unreached?  Are we reaching out to others?

Our service unto the Lord needs to be Christ-centered.  Paul’s message centered in the crucified, raised, coming again Savior. We have an entire Bible to preach and teach, but the central message is Jesus and God's kingdom (Acts 28:30).  The Bible is a "Jesus Book."  Extraordinary Christians have convictions that count.  

III

Godly companions help a person stay on the route of being an extraordinary Christian.  Paul wrote, "For none of us lives to himself, and no man dies to himself" (Rom. 14:7).  

       We can have plenty of Christian friends.  The book of Proverbs states that if a person wants friends, he must show himself friendly (18:24).  Christians need a big network of Christian friends - - those who love despite another’s faults or failings.  Every Christian needs friends who are “filled with the Holy Spirit,” those who honor God with Christ-like lives.  If we want to be effective, strong Christians then we will have fellowship with those of like mind and heart. 

           Paul gave a list of twenty-seven friends in Rome where he had never been (Romans 16).  Before closing the letter he listed eight others who were with him.  Paul was a man with companions.  He did not travel alone on his journeys.  Luke was with him on most of his trips and told about those events throughout the book of Acts.  Two, three, and four people, and sometimes a half dozen traveled with Paul.  He related well to others.  Are we following Paul’s example in the matter of relationships? 

          We need companions and friends who pray for us.  Paul asked Christians to pray for him.  We know that those who pray for us are our  friends.  We pray for those who face struggles, who meet all kinds of financial problems, who face illness, death, or unsavory work.  We pray for one another.  Prayer partners enrich life.  We can ask those around us to be in the group that prays for one another.          

          We need companions and associates who participate with us in God’s work.  Every Sunday School teacher knows that she or he needs members who help.  Home Bible study leaders need those who help them reach out and touch the lives of others. 

The greatest friend of all is Jesus.  Jesus is the Savior and Lord who brings us conversion, and He gives to us convictions and companionship.  Let's do like Paul and line up with Jesus. 

On a cold day in October 67 A.D. soldiers led Paul outside the city of Rome.  Emperor Nero had given orders for his execution.  Timothy and a small group of Christians stayed with Paul to the last moment.  The "Thirteenth Apostle" was placed on the ground.  A soldier lifted a sword that fell across the neck of Paul.  His head rolled in the bloody dirt.  At that moment a burst of glory flooded Paul's life as he entered Christ’s presence in heaven.  He knew the meaning of "To live is Christ and to die is gain."

             Even though Paul is listed as “the thirteenth apostle,” we need to know that God is still sending people into the world as His messengers.  We can be an extension of those thirteen apostles.  Beyond that, we can be an extension of thirteen million and thirty million and three hundred million and the count of those who belong to God is almost endless.  We can become a part of that “innumerable company” who love Christ and are faithful to His cause.  Let’s be a part of “The Jesus Team,” shall we?
Questions for personal or group discussion

Introductory chapter

1. What impressions do you have about the title of this book on the apostles?  Do you have a few friends who would review the questions in this book with you?

2. What did Jesus do the night before He called the “Twelve?”  Can you imagine how Jesus may have prayed that night?

3. Can you describe the “old time” home training of Jewish children?  

4. Until what age did Jewish boys remain in synagogue training?  Can you tell something of their program of study?

5. What kind of work did some of the apostles do before Jesus chose them to become His followers?

6. What approximate age were the apostles when Jesus called them?

7. Did Jesus tell the apostles that life would be easy for them as His followers?

What does Luke 9:23 say about the person who becomes a disciple of Jesus?

8. Can you name some early experiences of the apostles that helped them serve God?

9. Do you remember one or two “sets of brothers” among the apostles?

10. What three major works or kinds of ministries were the apostles appointed to do?  (Mark 3:14-15)

11. When did Pentecost occur and what took place at that time?  (Acts 2:1-4)

12. Can you name some of the areas where a few apostles served?

13. What are the symbols of two or three apostles?

Chapter one: Simon Peter

1. What kind of work was Simon Peter doing when Jesus called him?  Can you describe

       the work of fishermen in the first century?

2. What were the names of Peter’s brother and father?  How many times does Simon Peter’s name appear in the New Testament? 

3. How long did Simon Peter wait before he decided to follow Jesus? (Matt. 4:18-20) 

      When Jesus calls people today, when should they answer the call?

4. What did Jesus call Simon Peter and the other apostles to be?  Are we doing the work of “soul-winning” as we ought to do? (See Proverbs 11:30 and Daniel 12:3)

5. What question did Jesus ask the disciples or apostles when many turned away from 

Him after the miracle of the bread and fish?  (John 6:68-69)  

6. Do you remember the story of Jesus walking on water?  Can you tell what happened to  Simon Peter when he started to walk on water? (Matt. 24-33)  Why do people take their eyes off Jesus?

7. What character traits did Simon Peter express when Jesus talked about His forthcoming death?  (Matthew 16:21-22)

8. What grabbed the attention of Simon Peter after he had denied Jesus?  What do you and I need to do when we hear “roosters crowing?”

9. Carefully read Acts chapter 10 and discuss that story with others.  What are some truths we learn from the experience of Cornelius?

10. Can you name two or three major events in the life of Simon Peter?

11. What great truths can we learn from Matthew 16:18, Acts 4:11, 1 Corinthians 3:11, and 1 Peter 5:1?

Chapter two:  Andrew

1. How much do you remember about Andrew before Jesus called him to be an apostle? 

2. What thirty-year-old prophet like Elijah did Andrew follow for a few months before he met Jesus?  What do you think Andrew learned as he followed John the Baptist?

3. Andrew’s name has a wealth of meaning.  Can you give one or two definitions of that name?

4. Do you think Andrew was a good missionary?  Why or why not?

5. How did Andrew show that he was not envious or jealous of his brother?  Does the problem of envy affect us today in church or family life?  Why?  How?  How could the message of Galatians 2:20 help anyone who struggles with jealousy?  

6. Can you name two or three places where Andrew most likely preached or served after Pentecost?  Can you name a few places where you may serve Christ today?

7. What symbol reminds us of Andrew?

8. Are we prepared to follow Jesus whatever the cost may be?  Why or why not?

Chapter three:  James the Great

1. Name the brother and father of James the Great?  What kind of special relationship did James have with Jesus?  Why do we call James “the Great?”

2. What did the mother of James want Jesus to do for her sons?  Did James and John have ambitions?  Do you think it is right or wrong to be ambitious? (Mark 10:35)

3. What kind of attitude do you think Christians ought to have about service in God’s kingdom?  How are we measuring up?

4. When James and John looked for a place for their group to spend the night in a Samaritan town, what response did they get?  What reaction did the apostles have?

5. When rejection befalls us, what do you think Jesus wants us to do?

6. Can you name one or two instances when Jesus let three of His disciples go with Him while the others waited outside?  Who were those three?  How do you think the other disciples felt as they were left behind?  How would you have felt?

7. Can you describe the behavior of James and John during the arrest of Jesus in Gethsemane?  What do you think your reaction might be at such a time?

8. How did the life of James the Great come to an end?  (Acts 12:1-2)  Are we prepared to be loyal to Jesus when critical testing times come?

Chapter four: John

1. What do we know about John’s life before Jesus called him to be an apostle?  Do you think that his earlier life helped prepare John to be a good follower of Jesus?  How?

2. What word best describes John?  What does the “world” think of Christians today?

3. An early Church historian and church bishop by the name of Eusebius recorded a story about John as a soul winner.  Can you relate something of that event?

4. What does the word “John” mean?  Can you name one event when John did not show a gracious spirit? (Luke 9:49)  How do we settle disagreements in family life?  In church life?  In denominational life?

5. What one or two spiritual gifts do you think John had?  Did he use those abilities or gifts wisely?  What are we doing with the spiritual gifts that God has entrusted to us?

6. Can you list a few instances in John’s life when he showed courage?  Do we need to be bold for God as we live every day?  What should Christian boldness be like?

7. If we want to be useful in God’s cause, when is the time to begin?

8. What kind of commitment does it take for a person to be valuable in the Cause of Christ?  Have we made that commitment?

Chapter five:  Philip

1. Where did the Apostle Philip live?  What sea was near his hometown?

2. What did Philip say to Jesus about buying bread for the large crowd of people in the desert?  (John 6:5)

3. Do you think Jesus is able to meet the needs of people today?  How?

4. What kind of testimony did Philip give to Nathanael?  (John 1:46)

5. What are some ways that we can witness to people as we meet them?  Do you know some people who are faithful in witnessing?  What about us?  

6. Can you tell what Philip did when some “Greeks” asked him about Jesus?  (John 12:21)  Those Greeks in reality were Jews who lived outside the Holy Land.  Hence, they were called Grecians.  They were “hellenized Jews.”  Note:  Non-Jewish people would not have been going to the Jewish Passover event.

7. Do you think that Sunday School classes and other groups are doing an effective job of witnessing where you live?  Why or why not?  How can improvements be made in the witnessing task that Christ gives to every Christian?  

8. Why do you think Philip asked Jesus to reveal God to him and the other apostles? (John 14:8)  What was the response of Jesus?

9. List some spiritual discoveries that we need to make.

Chapter six:  Bartholomew or Nathanael

1. What is another name for Bartholomew?

2. What kind of an impression did Nathanael have of the town of Nazareth?  What kind of prejudices do we have?

3. Where did Nathanael live?  

4.  How did religious leaders view the town of Nazareth?  (John 7:2)

5. Why did Jesus move from Nazareth to Capernaum soon after He began His ministry in His home town? (Luke 4:28-30)

6. What did Philip tell Nathanael or Bartholomew about Jesus?  (John 1:45)

7. Can you find a few Old Testament Scriptures that underscore the deity of Christ?

8. Where was Nathanael when Jesus first “saw” him?  (John 1:48)  What does this event teach us about Nathanael?  About Jesus?  Do you have a “fig tree” where you live?

Chapter seven:  Matthew

1. Where do we find the conversion story of Matthew?

2. What kind of work was Matthew doing when Jesus met him?  How did fellow Jews feel about Matthew?  Why?

3. What was Matthew’s response when Jesus called that Levite?  Why did Matthew have the name “Levi”?  What’s our response when Jesus calls us?

4. Where did Matthew live?  What does his name mean?

5. Who did Matthew invite to a big party in his house (Luke 5:29)? Can you recall what happened during and after that social event?

6. Where do we find the fullest account of “The Sermon on the Mount”?

7. Do you know two or three people who need to be converted just as Matthew had his life changed by Jesus?  Are all conversions alike?

8. What do you think of the conversion story of Laurie Larew?  

Chapter eight:  Thomas

1. What’s our normal way of thinking of the Apostle Thomas?  Why?

2. When Thomas said that the disciples needed to go with Jesus and die with Him in Jerusalem (John 11:16), how do you think Thomas really felt?  Do some people struggle with doubts and despair as Thomas did?

3. What was the meaning of the Jewish Passover Feast?  What was its starting time and circumstances?

4. What question did Thomas ask Jesus in John 14?

5. Can you tell “The Upper Room” story about the apostles on the Sunday of the Resurrection?  (John 20:14-17)  Aside from Judas, which apostle missed that spectacular event?

6. Discuss some of the rewards of Christ’s presence with His people.

7. What reaction did Thomas have when he saw Jesus one week after the others had seen Him?

8. According to tradition, when and where did Thomas die?

9. What kind of spiritual pilgrimage are we on today? Do you think your pilgrimage is what God wants it to be?  How do we make changes that may be needed?

Chapter nine:  Thaddaeus

1. Can you remember and spell the other two names of Thaddaeus?  How many times does the name of this disciple or apostle appear in the New Testament?

2. What is the meaning of “Leb” in the name Lebbaeus?  How can the definition of this word be put into practice?

3. What other name did Thaddaeus have?     

4. How can we practice praise?  Which counts most, life or lip praise?

5. Can you name some Scriptures that encourage God’s people to praise Him?

6. How does our praise compare to the biblical events of praise?

7. What question did Thaddaeus or Lebbaeus ask Jesus?  See John 14:22  (Note that different Bible translations give slightly different spellings for this disciple’s name).

8. Does the fact that Lebbaeus served Jesus in obscurity mean that his life had little worth in God’s kingdom?  Do some people serve the Lord without recognition?

9. What can the example of Lebbaeus teach us?

Chapter ten: James the Little

1. Why is one Apostle James called “the Little?”  Who was the other Apostle James?

2. What was the first purpose that Jesus had in mind when He called James the Little and the other apostles?  (Mark 3:14).  How does this remarkable truth of Mark 3:14 apply to us?

3. What other apostle is thought to have been the brother of James the Little?  Why do we think so?

4. Why do we believe that James had a good relationship with his family as well as with the other apostles?  What can we learn from the example of James?

5. Can you relate the tragic story of bad relationships that’s recorded in 2 Chronicles 17?  Who were those “squabbling” people?  How many died?  How does that story apply to today’s Christians?

6. Since Jesus wants us to believe in Him as Savior and follow Him as long as we live, how can we become more effective in His Cause?

Chapter eleven:  Simon Zelotes

1. Why did the Apostle Simon receive the name “Zelotes?”

2. What may have been a part of the history or background of Simon Zelotes?

3. What are some areas where Christian zeal should be demonstrated?

4. How many days did Jesus remain on the earth after His resurrection?  What did Jesus do during some of that time?

5. After the ascension of Jesus, where was Simon Zelotes?  Where were the other apostles as well as about 120 believers (Acts 1)?  What did they do during those days?

6. What Jewish festival took place ten days after the ascension of Jesus?  Can you describe that event?

7. How can we express our zeal for holiness?  What happens when we “play around” with holiness?

8. What geographical areas probably became the mission field for Simon Zelotes?  Can you name two or three places for your own mission endeavors?

9. What lessons can we learn from Rhonda Patterson and the lives of Shackleton and his men? 

Chapter twelve: Judas Iscariot

1. About how many times does the name of Judas Iscariot appear in the Bible?

2. What does the name “Judas” mean?  How did Judas tarnish that wonderful name?

3. What opportunities did Judas have where he “goofed up?”  Can you list some opportunities we have that ought to propel us into God’s service?

4. What temptations did Judas face?  Does the devil use similar temptations to lure us away from a life that’s committed to Christ?

5. Did Jesus know what Judas would do when He called that apostle? (John 6:64).  Why do you think Jesus chose Judas as one of the Twelve?

6. How did Judas die?

7. Does Jesus offer forgiveness and redemption to everyone who will receive Him as Savior?  Who is responsible for telling the good news of Jesus?

Chapter thirteen: Paul

1. Can you give a possible physical description of the Apostle Paul?  Does our service to the Lord depend more upon the spiritual or physical aspects of a person?  Why?

2. Why do you think Paul thought of himself as being “the chief of sinners”? (1 Timothy 1:15)  What’s our attitude toward ourselves in comparison to Paul?

3. Chapters 9, 22, and 26 have the conversion story of Paul.  Can you tell something about that apostle’s conversion?  Tell something about your own conversion.

4. What is the meaning of Christian conversion?

5. Name some basic convictions that all Christians need to share.  How many of those convictions are evident in your life?

6. What kind of service did Paul give to Christ?  How do we measure up to Paul in his work for the Lord?  

7. Can you name a few friends who served with Paul?  What does Romans chapter 16 indicate about Paul’s friendship circle?  

8. When and how did Paul die?

9.   Are you a part of “The Jesus Team?”  Why or why not?

Limited Bibliography
Barclay, William  ​The Master’s Men, SCM Press Ltd., 

London, 1970

Eusebius.  Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History, Baker Book House,

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1962

Harris and Levey, Editors,  The New Columbia Encyclopedia,

Columbia University Press.  New York and London, 1975

Jowett, George F. The Drama of the Lost Disciples, 

Covenant Publishing Co. London, 1970                                

Lockyer, Herbert,  All the Apostles of the Bible, 

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1972

McBirnie, William S.  The Search for the Twelve Apostles, 

Family Library, Pyramid Publications.  New York, 1973

Orr, James, General Editor,  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 

Eerdmans Publishing Company.    Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1980

Ruffin, C. Bernard, The Twelve (The Lives of the Apostles after Calvary), Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, Inc.  Huntington, Indiana, 1997

Smith, Asbury,  The Twelve Christ Chose,  Harper & Brothers, New York, 1958
WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT “THE JESUS TEAM”   (The 13 Apostles)

Preston Taylor’s  work on the 13 Apostles is the fruit of careful research as well as great pastoral sensitivity and practical sense……This writing also reflects the wider horizons that come from Taylor’s  missionary experience in Argentina.  

- -  Samuel Escobar, Ph.D., Professor of Missiology, Eastern Baptist Seminary,

Wynnewood, Pa.; President American Society of Missiology; President United Bible Societies; President Emeritus of Latin American Theological Fraternities.

Through the lives of the apostles we can see Jesus and come to know Him.  This book helps us understand the character and lives of those who knew the Savior best.

- - Karen Hill, author of My Prayer Journal, Grandmother’s Wonderful Wisdom, etc.  Oak Hills Church of Christ, San Antonio, Texas

Preston Taylor gives us a fresh look at Christ’s Apostles in his new book, The Jesus Team.   His ability to take the Scripture and then focus on contemporary life is fresh and illuminating.  He introduces us to the Apostles of the Bible in ways that call us to follow Christ and join “The Jesus Team” today!

- - Dr. Joe Hale, General Secretary Emeritus, World Methodist Council.  Recipient of  the 2001 World Methodist Council Peace Award. Lake Junaluska, N.C.

Any pastor will find the book on the apostles  by Preston Taylor a rich resource for study and preaching.  I encourage my fellow pastors to get this book and share it with others.  

- - Pastor Charles E. Crissey,  Church of God,  Chanute, Kansas.

The Jesus Team” is an excellent writing for anyone to read or study.

- -  Janelle Boyce, Women on Mission Consultant.  Norway, Oklahoma, and Texas

Preston Taylor gives us penetrating insights into the lives of the apostles in his book, The Jesus Team.   All the chapters are instructive and inspirational…Here’s a book that you’ll recommend to others.  

- - Joe Singleton, Veteran Newspaper Executive.  Managing Editor, General Features Corporation;  Executive Editor, Fleet Publishing Corp. New York, NY

This writing on the lives of the apostles of Jesus by Pastor Preston Taylor is remarkable.  Pastors and Bible students can be helped by this excellent book.
· - Stephen Schur, Pastor.  Bethlehem Lutheran Church.  Hondo, Texas

The historical background material and the inspirational chapters about the apostles deserve wide circulation.  Everyone who has interest in learning more about Jesus and His followers will find this book exciting and helpful. 

- - Dr. A.J. Glaze, Retired:   Rector, International Baptist Seminary, Buenos Aires, Argentina; Bible Professor, Mississippi College, Clinton, MS;  Missions Professor, New Orleans Baptist Seminary, New Orleans, Louisiana

If you talk about a winning team, why not “The Jesus Team?”  The Twelve Apostles plus Paul who met Jesus on the Damascus Road became the “Master’s Men.”  Get this book, study it, and pass it on to others.  

- - Charles A. Tope, Counseling and  Follow-Up Associate, Billy Graham 

Evangelistic Association.

See web site of Preston A. Taylor books

www.PrestonTaylorBooks.Net
PAGE  
27

